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COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS. 



CHAPTER L 

Heaven knows its time ; the bullet bas its biflety 
Arrow and javelin eacb its destined purpose ; 
The £ited bessts of nature's lower strain 
Have eacb their separate task. 

OU may. 

Agelastes, after crossing the Emperor in the 
manner we have already described^ and after 
having taken such measures as occurred to him 
to ensure the success of the conspiracy, return- 
ed to the lodge of his garden, where the lady of 
the Count of Paris still remained, her only com- 
panion being an old woman named Vexhelia, the 
wife of the soldier who accompanied Bertha to 
the camp of the crusaders; the kind-hearted 
maiden having stipulated that, during her ab^ 
sence, her mistress was not to be left without an 
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attendant, and tliat attendant connected with the 
Varangian guard. He had been all day playing 
the part of the ambitious politician^ the selfish 
time-server, the dark and sifblle conspirator ; anfl 
now it seemed, as if to exhaust the catalogue of 
his various parts in the human drama, he chose 
to exhibit himself in the character of the wily 
sophist, and justify, or seem to justify, the arts 
by which he had risen to wealth and eminence, 
and hoped even now to arise to royalty itself* 

** Fair Countess,** he said, ** what occasion is 
there for your wearing, this veil of sadness over 
a countenance so lovely ?" 

*« Do you suppose me,'* said Brenfaikb, *^ a 
stock, a stone, or a creature without the feelings 
of a sensitive being, that I should endure moiv 
tification, imprisonment, danger, and distress, 
without expressing the natural feelings of hi]^ 
inanity ? Do you imagine that to a lady like me^ 
as free as the unreclaimed falcon, you can offer 
the insult of captivity, widiout my being seor 
sible to the diagzaoey or incensed agsuost th^ 
•authim of it ? And dost thou think that I wiU 
receive oonsolalaon at thy haads — at thine— ••on^ 
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of the most active aitifieers in this web of treach« 
ery in which I am so basely entangled ?' 

^^ Not entangled certainly by my means'' — 
answered Agelastes; ^* dap your hands, call for 
what you wish, and the slaye who refuses instant 
obedience had better been unborn. Had I not, 
with reference to your safety and your h<mourp 
agreed for a short time to be your keeper, thai 
office would have been usurped by llie Caosar, 
whose object you know, and may partly guess 
the modes by which it would be pursued. Why 
then dost thou childishly weep at being held 
for a short space in an honourable restraint^ 
which the renowned arms of your husband will 
probably put an end to long ere to-morrow at 
noon?** 

^^ Canst thou not c(»nprehend,'' said the Conn* 
tess, ^^ thou man of many words, but of few 
honourable thoughts, that a heart like mine, which 
has been trained in the feelings of reliance upon 
my own wordi and valour, must be necessarily 
affected with shame at being obliged to accept^ 
even from the sword of a husband, that safety 
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wliich I would gladly, have owed only to my 
own?' 

^^ Thou art misled, Countess/' answered the 
philosopher, ^^ by thy pride, a failing predomi- 
nant in woman. Thinkest thou there has been no 
Qffensiye assumption in laying aside the character 
of a mother and a wife, and adopting that of one 
of those brain-sick female fools, who, like the 
bravoes of the other sex, sacrifice every thing 
that is honourable or useful to a frantic and 
insane affectation of courage ? Believe me, fair 
lady, that the true system of virtue counts in 
filling thine own place gracefully in society, 
breeding up thy children, and delighting those 
^f the other sex ; and any thing beyond this, may 
well render thee hateful or terrible, but can add 
nothing to thy amiable qualities." 

" Thou pretendest,*' said the Countess, " to 
Be a philosopher ; methinks thou shouldst know, 
that the fame which hangs its chaplet on the 
tomb of a brave hero or heroine, is worth all the 
petty eng^em^nts in which ordinary persons 
6pend the current of their time. One hour of 
life, crowded to the full with glorious action, and 



COUNT ROBERT OF PARI& 9 

filled with noble nsks, is worth whole years of 
those mean observances of paltry decorum, in 
whidi men steal through existence, like sluggish 
waters through a marsh, without either honour o^ 
observation.'' 

^^ Daughter/' said Agelastes, approaching 
nearer to the lady, ^< it is with pain I see you 
bewildered in errors which a little calm reflec- 
tion might remove* We may flatter ourselves^ 
and human vanity usually does so, that beings 
infinitely more powerful than those belonging to 
mere humanity, are employed daily in measa« 
ring out the good and evil of this worlds the 
termination of combats, or the fate of empires^ 
according to their own ideas of what is right or 
wrong, or, more properly, according to what we 
ourselves conceive to be sudi. The Greel^ 
heathens, renowned for their wisdom, and glo- 
rious for their actions, explained to men of ordi- 
nary minds the supposed existence of Jupiter 
and his Pantheon, where various deities presided 
over various virtues and vices, and regulated the 
temporal fortune and future happiness of such 
as practised them. The more learned and wis^ 

a2 
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of the mndeats refected sudi tke vulgar inter^ 
pfetation, snd wisely, akhcn^ affecting a deStrf 
Cfice to the public fieodi, dented before their diiK 
ciplefi in prrrate, the gross fidlacies of Tartptv 
and Olympus, the vain doctrines concerning the 
l^eds themselves, and tSie exisravagant eiqpecta- 
tioQS vhich the vulgar entertained fif an immei^ 
talitjr, supposed to be possessed by creatm^ who 
were in every respect mortal, bodi in the con* 
£^rniation of their bodies,and in the internal 
beli^ e£ their sonku Of ihese wise and gvod 
men some gianted Ae ezisteiiee of the supposed 
deities, but denied that they cared about <hs 
iK^tions of mankind any nMxre than those ef Ihe 
inferior animak. A merry, jovial, careless lift^ 
tuch as the foIIoweTS of Epicurus would choose 
for thenuselves, was what they assigned for those 
god3 whose being they admitted. Others, more 
bold or more consistent, enttrdy denied die ex- 
istence of deities who apparently had no proper 
object or purpose, and believed tb^ supemas- 
tural beii^g;8, wImsc being and attributes wevs 
proved to us by no sopentatund appeafaaaeei^ 
Lad in reality no existence whatever/' , 
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** Stop, wretch P findd the Coantesi^ ^'aiMl 
know that thou speakeat not to one of tibose Uind* 
ed heathi^is of whose Abominable doctrines yon 
are detailing the result. Ejiow^ that if an err* 
ing, I am nevertheless a sincere daughter of tb^ 
AniAf and this cross displayed on my i^iddei^ 
is a su£Ekaent emblem of the vows I have under* 
taken in its cause. Be therefore wary, as thou ait 
wily; for, believe me» if thou seoflfest or utteiast 
iteproach against my holy religion, what I am 
nnable to answer in language, I wiU reply tf9^ 
without hesitalion, with the point of my dag- 



» 



« To that argument," said Agelastes, 
back from the neighbourhood of Brenhilda, ^ bfik 
£eve me, £ur lady, I am very unwilling to urgie 
your gentleness. But although I shall not ven- 
ture to say any thing of those superior and bene- 
volent powers to whom you ascribe the manage- 
ment of the world, you will surely not take 
*€KSence at my noticing those base superstitions 
which have been adopted in explanatiim of whut 
is called by the Magi, the Evil Principle. Wi^ 
there ever received into a human creed, a being 
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60 mean — almost so ridiculous — as the Christian 
Satan ? A goatish figure and limbs, with gro* 
tesque features, formed to express the most exe^* 
crable passions ; a degree of power scarce infe<» 
rior to that of the Deity ; and a talent at the 
same time scarce equal to that of the stupidest 
of the lowest order ! What is he, this being, who 
is at least the second arbiter of the human racej 
«ave an immortal spirit, with the petty spleen 
Imd spite of a yindictiye old man or old wo« 

' Agelastes made a singular pause in this part 
of his discourse. A mirror of considerable siz^ 

'^jiLung in the apartment, so that the philosopher 
tould see in its reflection the figure of Brenhit* 

' 'da, and remark the change of lier coimtenance» 
^ough she had averted her face from him in 
iiatred of the doctrines which he promulgated. 
On this glass the philosopher had his eyes natu- 
rally fixed, and he was confounded at perceiving 
a fig^e glide from behind the shadow of a cur* 
tun, and glare at himi with the supposed mien 
and expression of the Satan of monkish my tho- 
iogy, or a satyr of the heathen age. 
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^' Man !" said Brenhilda, whose attention uras 
attracted by this extraordinary apparition, as if 
Beemedy of the fiend, ^^ have thy wicked words, 
and still more wicked tlioughts, brought the 
devil amongst us ? If so, dismiss him instantly, 
else, by Our Lady of the Broken Lances ! thou 
sl^lt know better than at present what is th6 
temper of a Frankish maiden, when in presence 
of the fiend himself, and those who pretend skill 
to raise him 7 I wish not to enter into a contest 
tmless compelled; but if I am obliged to join 
battle with an enemy so horrible, believe me, no 
-one shall say that Brenhilda feared him*" 

Agelastes, after looking with surprise and 
horror at the figure as reflected in the glass, 
turned back his head to examine the substance, 
of which the reflection was so strange. The 
object, however, had disappeared behind the cur- 
tain, under which it probably lay hid, and it was 
jafter a minute or two that the half-gibing, half- 
scowling countenance showed itself again in the 
same position in the mirror. 

** By the gods !" said Agelastes » 
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<< In whom but bow,^' said die Countess, *' you 
professed unbelief/' 

'^ By the gods !*' repeated Agelastes, in part 
recovering liinisel^ ^' it is Sylvan ! Aat singular 
Rockery of humanity, who was said to have been 
brought from Taprobana. I warrant he also be- 
iieves in his jolly god Fan, or the veteran Syl* 
Tanus. He is to die uninitiated a creature whose 
appearance is full of terrors, but he shrinks be* 
fi>re the philosopher like ignorance before know- 
ledge." So saying, be with one hand pulled 
down the curtain, under which the animal hfti 
nestled itself when it entered from the garden* 
window of the pavilion, and with die odier, in 
which he had a staff uplifted, direatened to chas- 
tise the creature, with the words — ^ How now^ 
Sylvanus ! what insolence is this ? — To your 

phice r 

As, in uttering these words, he struck the ani- 
mal, the blow unluckily lighted up(m his wounded 
liand, and recalled its bitter smart The wild 
temper of the creature returned, unsubdued for 
die moment by any awe of man ; uttering a fierce, 
and, at the same dme, stifled cry, it flew on the 
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^losfli^er, and clasped its ^rong aiid sinewy 
anas aboolliis throat \dth the utmost fury. The 
«ld man twisted and struggled to ddiiyer himself 
b&m ^ cieatuie's grasp, but in vain. Sylvan 
Icept hold of his prize, compressed his sinewy 
•rniB, and abode ly his purpo«e «rf not quitting 
jbis hold of the philos<^her's throat nntil he had 
breadhed his last. Two more bitter yells, acoom- 
panied each with a desperate contortion of the 
4SOOBQtenance, and sqneeze of the hands, ooi^ 
duded, in less ihan five minutes, due dreadful 

Agelastes lay dead upon the ground, and his 
assassin .Sylvan, sp6riii^;ing from the body as if 
terrified and idarmed at what he had done, made 
hiB escape by the window. The Countess stood 
in astonishment, not knowing exactly whetha* 
she had witnessed a supernatural display of the 
judgment of Heaven, or an instance of its ven- 
geance by mere mortal means. Her new at- 
tendant Vexhelia was no less astonished^ though 
lier acquaintance with the animal was consider- 
al^ly more intimate. 

<^ Lady," she said, <^ that gigantic creature is 
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an animal of great strength, resembling man*» 
kind in form, but Huge in its size, and, encour** 
aged by its immense power, sometimes malevo< 
lent in its intercourse Mdth mortals. I have heard 
the Varangians often talk of it as belon^g to 
the Imperial museum. It is fitting we remove 
the body of this unhappy man, and hide it in a 
plot of shrubbery in the garden. It is not likely 
that he will be missed to-night, and to-morrow 
there will be other matter astir, which will pro- 
bably prevent much enquiry about him." The 
Countess Brenhilda assented, for she was not one 
of diose timorous females to whom the counte- 
nances of the dead are objects of terror. 

Trusting to the parole which she had given, 
Agelastes had permitted the Countess and her 
attendant the freedom of hb gardens, of that part 
at least adjacent to the pavilion. They there^ 
fore were in little risk of interruption as they bor^ 
forth tiie dead body between tiiem, and without 
much trouble disposed of it in the thickest part 
of one of these bosquets with which the garden 
was studded. 

As they returned to their place of abode or 



/ 






COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS. 17 

confinement, tKe Countess, half speaking to 
herself, half addressing Vexhelia, said, " I am 
sorry for this ; not that the infamous wretch did 
not deserve the fuU punishment of Heaven 
coming upon him in the very moment of blas- 
phemy and infidelity, but because the courage 
and truth of the unfortunate Brenhilda may be 
brought into suspicion, as his slaughter took 
place when he was alone with her and her at- 
tendant, and as no one was witness of the singu- 
lar manner in which the old blasphemer met his 
end. — Thou knowest," she added, addressing 
herself to Heaven — " thou ! Uessed Lady of the 
Broken Lances, the protectress loth of Brenhilda 
and her husband, well knowest, that whatever 
&ults may be mine, I am free from the slightest 
suispidon of treachery ; and into thy hands I put 
my cause, with a perfect reliance upon thy wis* 
dom and bounty to bear evidence in my favour.*' 
So saying, they returned to the lodge unseen, 
and with pious and submissive prayers, the Coun* 
tess closed that eventful evening. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Win you hear of a Spanish lady. 

How she wooed an Engliahnum ? 
Garments gay, as rich as may be, 
DeckM with jew^s she had on. 
Of a comely countenance and grace was she, 
And by birth and parentage of high degree. 

OldBaOad. 



We left Alexius Comnenus after he had un* 
loaded his « conscience in the ears of the Patri* 
ttrch, and received from him a faithful assurance 
of the pardon and patronage of the national 
church. He took leave of the dignitary with 
«ome exulting exclamations, so unexplicitly ex- 
pressed, however, that it was by no means easy 
to conceive the meaning of what he said. I£s 
first enquiry, when he reached the Blacquemal, 
being for his daughter, he was directed to tibe 
room encrusted with beautifully carved marble, 
from which she herself, and many of her race^ 
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derived the proud appellation of PorpkyrogembOf 
or bom in tike purple. Her eouitenaxiee was 
clouded with anxiety, wliich, at tlM sight of her 
fether, broke out into open and uncontiollable 
grief, 

*' Daughter," Baid the Emperor, widi a harak- 
ness litde common to his manner, and a serious 
ness which he fitemljr maintained, instead of 
sympathizing with his daughter's affliction, ^ as 
you would prevent the dlly fool with whom you 
are connected, from dispkying himself to the 
public both as an ungrat^ul monster and a 
traitor, you will not fail to exhort him, by due 
submission, to make his petition for pardon, ac- 
companied with a fiiU confession of his crimes, 
or, by my sceptre and my crown, he shall die 
the death ! Nor will I pardon any who rushes 
upon his doom in an open tone of defiance, under 
such a standard of reb^^Uion as my ungrateful 
son-in-law has hoisted/* 

** What do you require of me, fiither?' said 

ijie Princess. *' Can you expect that I am to 

'dip my own hands in the blood of this unfor* 

tunate man; ot wilt thou seek a revenge yet 



•20 XJOUNT ROBERT OF PARIS. 

more bloody than that which was exacted by the 
deities of antiquity, upon those criminals who 
offended against their divine power ?" 

** Think not so, my daughter !" said the 
Emperor ; " but rather belieye that ihou hast 
the last opportunity afforded by my filial affec- 
tion, of rescuing, perhaps from death, that silly 
fool, thy husband, who has so richly deserved it." 

** My father," said the Princess, " God knows 
it is not at your risk that I would wish to pur- 
chase the life of Nicephorus; but he has been 
the father of my children, though they are now 
no more, and women cannot forget that such a tie 
has existed, even though it has been broken by 
fate. Permit me only to hope that the unfor- 
tunate culprit shall have an opportunity of re- 
trieving his errors ; nor shall it, believe me, be 
my fault, if he resumes those practices, treason- 
able at once, and unnatural, by which his life is 
at present endangered." 

^^ Follow me, then, daughter/* said the Em- 
peror, << and know, that to thee alone I am about 
to intrust a secret, upon which the safety of my 
.life and my crown, as well as the pardon of my 
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son-in-law's life, will be found eventually to 
depend.'* 

He then assumed in haste the garment of a 
slave of the seraglio, and commanded his daughter 
to arrange her dress in a more succinct form, and 
to take in her hand a lighted lamp* 

<< Whither are we going, my &ther?' said 
Anna Comnena* 

*^ It matters not^" replied her &ther, '^ since 
my destiny calls me,' and since thine ordains thee 
to be my torch-bearer. Believe it, and record 
it, if thou darest, in thy book, that Alexius Com- 
nenus does not, without alarm, descend into 
those awful dungeons which his predecessors 
built for men, even when his intentions are inno-» 
cent, and free from harm. Be silent, and should 
we meet any inhabitant of those inferior regions^ 
speek not a word, nor make any observation 
upon his appearance." 

Passing through the intricate apartments of 
llie palace, they now came to that large hali 
through which Hereward had passed on the first 
night of his introduction to the place of Anna's 
recitation^ called die Temple of the Muses, It 
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was eonatnictedy as we hayesaid,,of bladkmari^^ 
dimly illuminated. At the upper end of the 
apafftatent was a amsil altar, on which was laid 
seme incense^ while over the smoke waa sua- 
pendedy as if projeeting from tka waJJ, two iui^ 
tations of huxaaa hands and arxos^ which were 
but imperfectly seen. 

At the bottom of this hall, a small iron-doot^ 
led to a narrow and winding staircase^ resem* 
Uing a draw-well in shape and size, the steps o£ 
which were cxeessivdy steeps and which iW 
Emperor, s^er a solemn, gesture to his dai^hter 
comanandti^ her attendanoey began to descend. 
wiAi the kaperfect light, and by the narrow and 
difficult steps by which those who Tisited tibe 
mder regions of the Bkcquemal seemed to bid 
adieu to the %ht irf day. Door after door they* 
passed in tlieir descent, leading, it w»9 prebabley 
to different ranges of dungeons, from which was^ 
bbseurely heard the stifled v4»oe of groans and 
s%hs, such as attracted Hereward's attention on 
a former occanotu The Emperor took no no-^ 
tice of these signs of ^wmnn b»m^, and three 
atoriei^ mr ranges' of dungeon^ had been already 
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passed, ere the £ither and daughter arrived at the 
lonrest story of the buiUiDg, the base of whidi 
was the solid rock^ roughly canred, upon which 
were erected the side- walls and arches of sdid 
bat nnpcdished marble. 

** Here/' said Alexins Comnenns, *^ all hope^. 
all expectation takes farewell, at the torn of » 
hinge or the grating of a lock* Yet shall no^ 
tins be always the case — ^the dead shall rerire 
and resume their right, and the disinherited of 
Aese regions shall again prefer Aeir claim to- 
inhabit the upper world. If I cannot entreat^ 
Heaven to my assistance, be assured, my daugh« 
ter, that rather than be the poor aninud which I 
have stooped to be thought, and even to be paint* 
ed in thy history, I would soimer brave every 
danger of the mnltitude which now eveet them- 
selves betwixt me and safety. Nothii^ is resolved 
save that I will live and die an eoaperor ; and 
ijxoUf Anna, be assured, that if there is power is 
the beauty or in the talents, wt which so mueh 
has been boasted; Aat power shall be &li even- 
ing exercised to the advantage of tiiy parent . 
£mhi whopi it iftderivecL'' 
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<< What is it that you mean, Imperial father ? 
-^Holy Virgin ! is this the promise you made me 
to save the life of the unfortunate Nicephorus?'* 

" And so I will," said the Emperor ; " and I 
am now about that action of benevolence. But 
think not I will once more warm in my bosom 
the household snake which had so nearly stungp 
me to death. No, daughter, I have provided for 
thee a fitting husband, in one who is able to 
maintain and defend the rights of the Emperor 
thy father ; — and beware how thou opposest an 
obstacle to what is my pleasure ! for behold these 
walls of marble^ though unpolished, and recollect 
it is as possible to die within the marble as to be 
born there.'* 

The Princess Anna Comnena was frightened 
at seeing her father in a state of mind entirely 
different from any which she had before wit*, 
nessed. " O, Heaven ! that my mother^ were^ 
here !" she ejaculated, in the terror of something 
she hardly knew what. 

. ** Anna," «aid the Emperor, ^ your fears and 
your screams are alike in vain* I am one of 
those, who, on ordinary occasioQ8> hardly nourish 
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a« wish of my own, and account myself obliged to 
those who, like my wife and daughter, take care 
to save me all the trouble of free judgment But 
when the vessel is among the breakers, and the 
master is called to the helm, believe that no 
meaner hand shall be permitted to interfere with 
him, nor will the wife and daughter, whom he 
indulged in prosperity, be allowed to thwart his 
will while he can yet call it his own. Thoucouldst 
scarcely fail to understand that I was almost 
prepared to have given thee, as a mark of my 
sincerity, to yonder obscure Varangian, without 
asking question of either birth or blood. Thon- 
mayst hear when I next promise thee to a three - 
years' inhabitant of these vaults, who shall be- 
Caesar in Briennius's stead, if I can move him to 
accept a princess for his bride, and an imperial 
crown for his inheritance, in place of a starving 
dungeon!*' 

" I tremble at your words, father," said Anna 
Comnena ; ** how canst thou trust a man who has 
felt thy cruelty ? — How canst thou ^eam that 
aught can ever iir sincerity reconcile thee to one 
whom thou hast deprived of bis eyesight ?'* 

VOL. III. B 
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<< Care not for thaV' said Alexius; << he be- 
comes mine, or Le shall never know what it is to 
be again hk own.- And thou, girl, mayst rest a«- 
-snred, that, if I will it, thou art next day the bride 
<»f my present captive, or thou retirest to the 
most severe nunnery, never again to mix with so- 
ciety. Be silent, therefore, and await thy dooin, 
as it shall come, and hope not that thy utmost 
endeavours can avert the current of thy destiny.'* 

As he concluded this singular dialogue, in 
which he had assumed a tone to which l^ daugh- 
ter was a stranger, and before which she trem- 
bled, he passed on through more than one 
43trictly fastened door, while his daughter, with 
4i faltering step, illuminated him on the obscure 
road. At length he found admittance by another 
passage into th^ cell in which Ursel was confined^ 
and found him reclining in hopeless misery,'-^-all 
those expectations having faded from his heart 
which the Count of Paris had by his indomitable 
gallantry for a time excited. He turned his 
sightless eyes towards the place where he heard 
4he moving of bolts and the approach of steps. 

^< A new feature,*' he said, <^ in my imprison- 
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jBnent — a man comes with a heavy and determi- 
ned step, and a woman or a child with one that 
scarcely presses the floor ! — Is it my death that 
you bring ? — Believe me, that I have lived long 
enough in these dungeons to bid my doom wel- 
come." 

<< It is not thy death, noble Ursel," said the 
Emperor, in a voice somewhat disguised. ^^ Life, 
liberty, whatever the world has to give, is placed 
by the Emperor Alexius at the feet of his noble 
enemy, and he trusts that many years of happi- 
ness and power, together with the command of 
a large share of the empire, will soon obliterate 
the recollection of the dungeons of the Blaequer- 
nal." 

" It cannot be," said Ursel, with a sigh. ** He 
upon whose eyes the sun has set even at middle 
day, can have nothing left to hope from the most 
-advantageous change of circumstances." 

^^ Yqu are not entirely assured of that," said 
the Emperor ; <^ allow us to convince you that 
what is intended towards you is truly favourable 
and libera]^ and I hope you will be rewarded by 
finding that there is more possibility of amend- 
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ment in your case, than your first apprehensions.. 
are willing to receive. Make an effort, and try 
whether your eyes are not sensible of the light 
of the lamp." 

^* Do with me,** said Ursel, " according to 
your pleasure ; I have neither strength to remon-* 
strate, nor the force of mind equal to make me 
set your cruelty at defiance. Of something like 
light I am sensible ; but whether it is reality or 
illusion, I cannot determine. If you are come to 
deliver me from this living sepulchre, I pray to 
God to requite you ; and if, under such deceit* 
ful pretence, you mean to take my life, I can 
only commend my soul to Heaven, and the ven- 
geance due to my death to Him who can behold 
the darkest places in which injustice can shroud 
itself." 

So saying, and the revulsion of his spirits 
rendering him unable to give almost any other 
signs of existence, Ursel sunk back upon his 
seat of captivity, and spoke not another word 
during the time that Alexius disembarrassed him 
of those chains which had so long hung about 
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Jiiin, that they almost seemed to make a part of 
Jiis person* 

*^ This is an affiedr in which thy aid can scarce 
be sufficient, Anna,'' said the Emperor; <^ it 
^Vould have been well if you and I could have 
l>ome him into the open air by our joint strengrth, 
for tbere is little wisdom in showing the secrets 
;of this prison-house to those to whom they are 
not yet known ; nevertheless, go, my child, and 
|it a short distance from the head of the staircase 
which We descended, thou wilt find Edward, the 
bold and trusty Varangian, who, on your com- 
municating to him my orders, will come hither 
and render his assistance, and see that you send 
also the experienced leech, Douban/' 
' Terrified, half-stifled, and half-struck with hor- 
ror, the lady yet felt a degree of relief from the 
somewhat milder tone in which her father ad- 
dressed her. With tottering steps, yet in some 
measure encouraged by the tenor of her instruc- 
tions, she ascended the staircase which yawned 
tipon these infernal dungeons. As she approach- 
ed the top, a large and strong figure threw its 
broad shadow between the lamp and the opening 
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of the halL Frightened nearly to death at the 
thoughts of becoming the \7ife of a squalid wretch 
like Ursel, a moment of weakness seized upon 
the Princess's mind, and, when she considered 
the melancholy option which her father had placed 
before her, she could not but think that the hand^ 
some and gallant Varangian, who had ali^eady 
rescued the royal family from such imminent 
danger, was a fitter person with whom to unite 
herself, if she must needs make a second choice; 
than the singular and disgusting being whom 
her father's policy had raked from the bottom of 
the Blacquernal dungeons. 

I will, not say of poor Anna Comnena, whd 
was a timid but not an unfeeling woman, that 
she would have embraced such a proposal, had 
not the life of her present husband, Nicephorud 
Briennius, been in extreme danger ; and it wa9 
obviously the determination of the Emperor, that 
if he spared him, it should be on the sole condi-^ 
tion of unloosing his daughter's hand, and bind-* 
ing her to some one of better faith, and possessed 
of a greater desire to prove an affectionate soa-* 
ia^hwi I^ither_ did the plan of adopting the 
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Yarangian as a second husband]^ enter decidedly . 
into the mind of the Princess. The present was 
a moment of danger, in which her rescue to be 
snccessfol must be sudden, and perhaps, if once 
achiered^ the lady might have had an opportu«> 
i^ty of freeing herself both from Ursel and the 
Varangian, without disjoining either of them 
from her Other's assistance, or of herself losing 
it. At any rate, the surest means of safety were 
to secure, if possible, the young soldier, whose 
features and appearance were of a kind which 
rendered the task no way disagreeable to a beau-» 
tiful woman. The schemes of conquest are so. 
natural to the fair sex, and the whole idea passed* 
so quiddy through Anna Comnena's mind, that 
having first entered while the soldier's shadow 
was interposed between her and the lamp, it had 
fiilly occupied her quick imagination, when, with; 
deep reverence, and great surprise at her sudden 
s^pearance on the ladder of Acheron, the Vi^ 
rangian advancing, knelt down, and l^at his arm 
to the assistance of the fair lady, in order to help 
her out of the dreary staircase. 
. << Dearest Hereward," said the lady, with a. 
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degree of intimaey whicb seemed unusual, ^^ how. 
much do I rejoice, in this dreadful night, to have 
fallen under your protection I I have been in 
places which the spirit of hell appears to have : 
oontrived for the human race.'' The alarm of 
the Princess, the familiarity of a beautiful woman, 
who, while in mortal fear, seeks refuge, like a 
frightened dove, in the bosom of the strong and 
the brave, must be the excuse of Anna Comnena ' 
for the tender epithet with which she greeted 
Hereward; nor, if he had chosen to answer in: 
the same tone, which, faithful as he was, might . 
have proved the case if the meeting had chanced 
before he saw Bertha, would the daughter of: 
Alexius have been, to say the truth, irreconci- : 
hibly offended. Exhausted as she was, she suf->~ 
fered herself to repose upon the broad breast 
and shoulder of the Anglo«Saxon; nor did she 
make an attempt to recover herself, although the 
decorum of her sex and station seemed to recom-; 
mend such an exertion. Hereward was obliged, 
himself to ask her, with the unimpassioned and 
reverential demeanour of a private soldier to a. 
Princess, whether he ought to summon her female 
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ittendants ? to wbich she faintly uttered a nega- 
tive. " No, no" — said she, " I have a duty to 
execute for my father, and I must not summon 
eyiewitnesses ;-rhe knows me to be in safety, 
Hereward, since he knows I am with thee ; and 
if I am a burden to you in my present state of 
weakness, I shall soon recover, if you will set 
me down upon the marble steps/' 

<^ Heaven forbid, lady,'' said Hereward, ** that 
I were thus neglectful of your Highness's pre* 
idous health ! I see your two young ladies, 
Astarte and Violante, are in quest of you — Per- 
mit me to summon them hither, and I will keep 
watch upon you if you are unable to retire to 
your chamber, where, methinks, the present 
disorder of your nerves will be most properly 
treated/' 

**Do as thou wilt, barbarian," said the Princess, 
rallying herself, with a certain degree of pique, 
aming perhaps from her not thinking more dlra- 
maHs peraoncB were appropriate to the scene, 
than the two who were already upon the stage. 
•Then, as if for the first time, appearing to re- 
Mllect the message with which she had been 

32 
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commissioned, she ezhmrted die Varangiaa to 
repair instantly to her father. 

On such occasions, the slightest circumsta&ees 
have their effect on the actors. The Anglos 
Sa:son was sensible that the Princess was some- 
what offended, thpngh whether she was so, on 
aocount'of her being actually in Here ward's 
arms, or whether the cause of her anger was the 
being nearly discovered diere by the two young 
maidens, the sentinel did not presume to guess; 
but departed for the gloomy vaults to join 
Alexius, with the never-£uling double-«dged 
axe, the bane of many a Turk, glittering up<Mi 
his shoulder. 

Astarte and her companion had been dGispatch** 
ed by the Empress Irene in search of Anna Ckmif- 
nena, through those apartments of the palace 
which she was wont to inhabit The daughter of 
Alexius could nowhere be found, although Ihe 
business on which they were seeking her wa3 
described by the Empress as of the most pressing 
nature. Nothing, however, in a palace, passes 
altogether unespied, «o that the Empress's mes- 
sengers at length received infomtation that their 
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uistress and tbe £iaperor liad been seen to; 
descend that gloomy aeoess to the dungeonsy^ 
vhi(^ by allufflon to the classical infernal re- 
gions, was termed the Pit of Acheron. They, 
oame thither, accordingly, iEihd we have related 
the consequences. Hereward thought it necea» 
sary to say, that her Imperial Highness had) 
swooned upon being suddenly brought into the; 
upper air. The Princess, on the other partf. 
briskly shook off her juvenile attendants, and; 
declared herself ready to proceed to the chauH^ 
ber of her mother. The obeisance which she^ 
ipade Hereward at parting, had something in it^ 
of haughtiness, yet evidently qualified by a look< 
of friendship and regard. As she passed an i^art-^ 
ment in which some of the royal slaves were in^ 
waiting, she addressed to one of them, an old> 
respectable man, of medical skill, a private and, 
hurried order, desiring him to go to the assistance . 
of her father, whom he would find at the bott<»a 
of the staircase called the Pit of Acheron, and to 
take his scimitar along with him. To hear, ^ 
usual, was to obey, and Douban, for that was hi». 
same, only replied by that significant sign which. 
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indicates immediate acquiescence. In the mean-' 
time, Anna Comnena herself hastened onward to 
her mother's apartments, in which she found the 
Empress alone. 

^^ Go hence, maidens,'' said Irene, ^^ and do 

not let any one have access to these apartments, 

even if the Emperor himself should command it. 

Shut the door,'' she said, ^^ Anna Comnena; and 

if the jealousy of the stronger sex do not aUow 

us the masculine privilege of bolts and bars,' to 

-secure the insides of our apartments, let us avail 

'■ ourselves, as quickly as may be, of such opporta- 

"^nities as are permitted us; and remember, Prin«* 

^oess, that however implicit your duty to your 

^ther, it is yet more so to me, who am of the 

same sex with thyself, and may truly call thee, 

even according to the letter, blood of my blood, 

and bone of my bone. — Be assured thy father 

knows not at this moment the feelings of a 

woman. Neither he nor any man alive can justly 

conceive the pangs of the heart which beats under 

.-a woman's robe. These men, Anna, would tear 

-asunder without scruple the tenderest ties of 

-Section, the whole structure of domestic feli- 
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aiff ia which lie a woman^s careS} her joy, her 
pain, her love, and her despair. Trust, there* 
fore, to me, my daughter! and believe me, I 
will at once save thy father's crown and thy 
liap{Hness. The conduct of thy husband has been 
wrong, most cruelly wrong; but, Anna, he ia 
a man*-*and in calling him such, I lay to his 
charge, as natural frailties, thoughtless treachery, 
wanton infidelity, every species of folly and in- 
consistency, to which his race is subject You 
ought not, therefore, to think of his &ults, unless 
it be to forgive them/' 

<^ Madam,*' said Anna Comnena, '^ for^ve me 
if I remind you that you recommend to a princess^ 
bom in the purple itseli^ a line of conduct which 
would hardly become the female who carries the 
pitcher for the needful supply of water to the 
village well. All who are around me have been 
taught to pay me the obeisance due to my birth, 
and while this Nicephorus Briennius crept on 
his knees to your daughter's hand which you 
extended towards him, he was rather receiving 
the yoke of a mistress than accepting a house* 
hold alliance with a wife. He has incurred his 



docKm, without a touck even of tliat tempfeitiaEb 
wliicL iiiay he pled by lesser culprits in his pm^ 
dition:; and if it is the will of my fadie^r tkat Im 
8J|iouId die, or suflEier banishment^: or imprison-f 
ment, for the cxune he has eommitted, it is noli 
the business of Anna Comnena toint^ere, she 
beingthe most injured among the imperial faaoily^: 
who hare in so many, and such gross respects» 
the right to complain of his falsehood." 

" Daughter," replied the Empress, ^< so Seut X 
agree with you, that the treason of Nicephorus 
towards your father and myself has been in a 
great degree unpardonable ; nor do I easily see 
on what footing, save that of generosity, his life 
could be saved. But still you are yourself in dif«s 
ferent circumstances from me, and may, as aa 
affectionate and fond wife, compare the intimacies 
of your former habits with the bloody change 
which is so soon to be the consequence and thd 
conclusion of his crimes. He is poissessed of thai 
person and of those features which women most 
readily recall to their memory, whether alive €& 
dead. Think what it will cost you to recollect 
that the ru^ed executioner received his last 
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flBl«le, — that the sbapely neck liad no better 
lepose tlttn tke lougli block — ^that the toiigue^ 
tiie sQund of which you used to prefer to the 
choicest ini^tniiiieiits of music, is silent in thet 
iiistr 

Anna, who was not insensible to the personal 
graces of her husband, was much affected by 
Ais forcible appeal. ^^ Why distress me thus^' 
mother ?" she replied in a weeping accent* 
'^ i)id I not feel as acutely as you would have me 
to do, this moment, however awful, would be 
easily borne. I had but to think of him as he is» 
to contarast his personal qualities with those of the 
mind, by which they are more than overbalanced^ 
and resign myself to his deserved feite with un«» 
resisting submission to my faUher^s will/' 

*^ And that,'' said the Empress, ^^ would be 
to bind thee, by his sole fiat, to some obscure 
wretch, whose habits of plotting and intriguing 
had, by some miserable chance, given him the 
opportunity of becoming of importance to the 
Emperor, and who is therefore to be rewarded 
by the haad of Anna Comnena." 

<^ Do not think so meanly of me, madam," 
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said the Princess — ^^ I know, as well as ever 
Orecian maiden did, how I should firee myself 
from dishonour; and, you may trust me, you 
shall never blush for your daughter.'' 

*^ Tell me not that," said the Empress, ^^ since 
I shall blush alike for the relentless cruelty 
which gives up a once beloved husband to an 
ignominious death, and for the passion, for which 
I want a name, which would replace him by an 
obscure barbarian from the extremity of Thule, 
or some wretch escaped from the Blacquemal 
dungeons." 

The Princess was astonished to perceive that 
her mother was acquainted with the purposes, 
even the most private, which her father had 
formed for his governance during thisemier- 
gency. She was ignorant that Alexius and his 
royal consort, in other respects living together 
with a decency ever exemplary in people of 
their rank, had sometimes, on interesting occa- 
sionsj family debates, in which the husband, 
provoked by the seeming unbeUef of his partner, 
was tempted to let her guess more of his real 
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purposes than he would have coolly imparted 
of his own calm choice. 

The Princess was affected at the anticipation 
of the death of her husband, nor could this hare 
been reasonably supposed to be otherwise ; but 
she was still more hurt and affronted by her 
mother taking it for granted that she designed 
upon the instant to replace the Caasar by an \m^ 
certain, and at all events an unworthy successor* 
Whatever considerations had operated to make 
Hereward her choice, their effect was lost when 
the match was placed in this odious and degra* 
ding point of view ; besides which is to be re-^ 
membered, that women almost instinctively deny 
their first thoughts in favour of a suitor, and 
seldom willingly reveal them, unless time and 
circumstance concur to favour them. She called 
Heaven therefore passionately to witness, while 
she repelled the charge. 

. ** Bear witness," she said, " Our Lady, Queen 
of Heaven ! Bear witness, saints and martyrs, 
all ye blessed ones, who are, more than ourselves, 
the guardians of our mental purity ! that I know . 
no passion which I dare not avow, and that if 
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Nicephorus's life depended on my entreaty t» 
God and men, all liis injurious acts towards me 
disregarded and despised, it dbould be as long as 
Heaven gave to those servants wliom it snatdied 
frmn the earth, without suffering the pangs o£ 

morteJityP 

^^ You Imve sworn boldly,'' said the Empress* 
** See, Anna Conmena, that you keep your 
word, for believe me it will be tried/* 

'* What will be tried, mother ?'* said the Prin- 
cess; ^* or what have I to do to pronounce the 
doom of the Csesar, who is not subject to my: 
power ?** 

'. *« I will show you,** said the Empress, grave* 
ly ; and, leading her towards a sort of wardrobe^' 
which formed a closet in the wall, she withdrew- 
a curtain which hung before it, and placed before 
her her unfortunate husband, Nicephorus Brien- 
nius, half-attired, with his sword drawn in hisi 
hand. Looking upon him as an enemy, abd 
conscious of some schemes with respect to him) 
which had passed through her mind in the course; 
of these troubles, the Princess screamed &intly». 
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upon perceiving bim so near her with a weapon 
in his hand, 

*^ Be more composed," said the Empress^ 
^ or this wretched man, if discovered, falls no 
less a victim to thy idle fears than to thy bane*" 
ftil revenge.*' 

Nicephorus at this speech seemed to have 
adopted his cue, for, dropping the point of hiff 
sword, and falling on his knees before the IMn** 
eess, he clasped his hands to entreat for mercy. 

<< What hast thou to ask from me ?' said hier 
wife, naturally assured, by her husband's pro8< 
tration, that the stronger force was up<m her own: 
side-^^* What hast thou to ask from me, thatr 
outraged gratitude, beb-ayed affection, the most 
solemn vows violated, and the fondest ties of 
nature torn asuiider like the spider's broken 
web, will permit thee to put in wordls for very 
shame?* ^ 

** Do not suppose, Anna,** replied the sup-: 
pliant, ^^ th^t I am at this eventful period of my; 
Efe to play the hypocrite, for the purpose of 
saving the wretched remnant of a dishonoured 
existence. I am but desirous to part in charity: 
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with thee, to make my peace with Heaven, and 
to nourish the last hope of making my way, 
though burdened with many erimes, to those 
regions in which alone I can find thy beauty, thy 
talents, equalled at least, if not excelled." 

" You hear him, daughter ?" said Irene ; " his 
boon is for forgiveness alone ; thy condition is 
the more godlike, since thou mayst unite the 
safety of his life with the pardon of his offences/' 

<^ Thou art deceived, mother," answered Anna. 
<< It is not mine to pardon his guilt, far less to 
remit his punishment You have taught me to 
diink of myself as future ages shall know me ; 
what will they say of me, those future ages, 
when I am described as the unfeeling daughter, 
who pardoned the intended assassin of her father, 
because she saw in him her own imfaithfui 
husband ?" 

** See there," said the Caesar, ** is not that, 
most serene Empress, the very point of despair ? 
and have I not in vain offered my Ufe-blood 
to wipe out the stain of parricide and ingrati^ 
tude ? Have I not also vindicated myself from the 
most unpardonable part of the accusation, which 
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charged me with attempting the murder of the 
godlike Emperor ? Have I not sworn by all that 
is sacred to man, that my purpose went no far- 
ther than to sequestrate Alexius for a little time 
from the fatigues of empire, and place him where 
he should quietly enjoy ease and tranquillity ; 
while, at the same time, his empire should be as 
implicitly regulated by himself, his sacred plea- 
sure being transmitted through me, as in any 
respect, or at any period, it had ever been ?'' 

<^ Erring man !" said the Princess, ^^ hast thou 
approached so near to the footstool of Alexius 
Comnenus, and durst thou form so false an esti« 
mate of him, as to conceive it possible that he 
would consent to be a mere puppet by whose 
intervention you mighthave brought his empire 
to submission ? Know that the blood of Com- 
nenus is not so poor; my &ther would have 
resisted the treason in arms ; and by the death 
of thy benefactor only couldst thou have grati- 
fied the suggestions of thy criminal ambidon.'^ 

" Be such your belief," said the Caesar; ^* I 
have said enough for a life which is not and ought 
not to be dear to me. Call your guards, and let 
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them take tibe life of f be unfortunate Brienniuisi, 
since it lias become hateful to bis once beloved 
Anna Comnena. Be not a&aid tbat any resistance 
of mine sball render the scene of my apprehension 
dubious or fataL NicepboruS' Briennius is Caesar 
no longer, aod he thus throws at the feet of his 
Princess and spouse, the only poor means which 
he has of resisting the just doom which is there- 
fore at her pleasure to pass." 

He cast his sword before the feet of the Prin- 
cess, while Irene exclaimed, weeping, or seeming 
to weep bitterly, ^' I have indeed read of such 
scenes; but could I ever have thought that my 
own daughter would have been the principal 
actress in one of them — eould I ever have thought 
:that her mind, admired by every one as a palace 
for the dccupation of Apollo and the Muses, 
fshould not have had room enough for the hum- 
bler, but more amiable virtue of feminine! charity 
.and compassion, which builds itself a nest in the 
bosom of the lowest village girl ? Do thy gifts, 
aecomplishments, and talents, spread hardness as 
, well as polish over thy heart ? If so, a hundred 
jtimes better renounce them all, and retain in 



.COUNT ROBEBT OF PARIS. 47 

their stead those gentle Imd domestic virtues 
*whieh are the first honours of the female heart. 
A woman who is pitiless, is a worse monster than 
one who is unsexed by any other passion/' 

<^ What would you have me do ?' said Anna; 
^ you, mother, ought to know better than I, that 
the life of my father is hardly consistent widi 
ihe existence of this bold and cruel man« O, I 
'am sure he still meditates his purpose of con« 
•piracy ! He that could deceive a woman in the 
manner he has done me, will not relinquish a 
plan which is founded upon the death of his 
^nefactoi*." 

<^ You do me injustice, Abna," said Brien- 
nius, starting up, and imprinting a kiss upon her 
lips ere she was aware. ^^ By this caress, the last 
diat will pass between us, I swear, that if in my 
life I have yielded to folly, I have, notwith- 
^tJBmtding, never been guilty of a treason of the 
lieart towards a woman as superior to the rest id 
the female vorld in talents and accomplishmentfl^ 
as in personal beauty/' 

The Princess, much softened, shook her head^ 
as die replied — ** Ah, Nicephorus !— such w«re 
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once your words ! such, perhaps, were then 
your thoughts ! But who, or what, shall now 
warrant to me the veracity of either ?' 

*^ Those very accomplishments, and that very 
beauty itself," replied Nicephorus. 

" And if more is wanting," said Irene, " thy 
mother will enter her security for him. Deem 
her not an insufficient pledge in this affidr ; she 
is thy mother, and the wife of Alexius Comne* 
nus,. interested beyond all human beings in the 
growth and increase of the power and dignity of 
her husband and her child ; and one who sees 
on this occasion an opportunity for exercising 
generosity, for soldering up the breaches of the 
Imperial house, and reconstructing the frame of 
government upon a basis, which, if there be 
faith and gratitude in man, shall never be again 
exposed to hazard." 

^^ To the reality of that faith and gratitude, 
then," said the Princess, " we must trust impli- 
citly, as it is your will, mother ; although even 
my own knowledge of the subject, both through 
etudy and experience of the world, has called 
me to observe the rashness of such confidence* 
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But althoagh we two may forgive Nicephorns's 
errors, the Emperor is still the person to whom 
the final reference must be had, both as to par*- 
don and favour/' 

** Fear not Alexius," answered her mother ; 
'^ he will speak determinedly and decidedly ; 
but, if he acts not in the very moment of form- 
ing the resolution, it is no more to be relied on 
than to icicle in time of thaw. Do thou apprize 
me, if thou canst, what the Emperor is at pre- 
sent doing, and tdke my word I will find meanft. 
to bring him round to our opinion." 

" Must I then betray secrets which my father 
has intrusted to me ?" said the Princess ; ^^ and 
to one who has so lately held the character of 
his avowed enemy ?* 

•* Call it not betray," said Irene, " since it is 
written, thou shalt betray no one, least of all thy 
&ther, and the father of the empire. Yet again 
it is written by the holy Luke, that men shall be 
.betrayed, both by parents and brethren, and kins- 
folk, and friends, and therefore surely also by 
daughters; by which I only mean thou shalt dis-^ 
cover to us thy father^s secrets, so far as may 

VOL. HI. c 
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enable us to save tlie life of thy husband. The 
necessity of the case excuses whatever may be 
otherwise considered as irregular," 

^^ Be it so then, mother. Having yielded my 
consent, perhaps too easily, to snatch this male- 
£Eictor from my father's justice, I am sensible I 
must secure his safety by such means as are in 
my power. I left my father at the bottom of 
those stairs, called the Pit of Acheron, in the 
cell of a blind man, to whom he gave the name 
of Ursel.** 

" Holy Mary !" exclaimed the ^Empress, " thou 
hast named a name which has been long unspo- 
ken in the open air.'' 

<^ Has the Emperor's sense of his danger from 
the living," said the Csesar, ^^ induced him to 
invoke the dead ? — ^for Ursel has been no living 
man for the space of three years." 
, <^ It matters not," said Anna Conmena ; '^ I 
tell you true. My &ther even now held con* 
ference with a miserable-looking prisoner whom 
he so named." 

^^ It is a danger the more," said the Cnsar ; 
<< he cannot have forgotten the zeal with which 
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I embmced the cause of the pres^it Emperw 
against his own ; and so soon as lie is at liberty, 
he will study to avenge it For this we must 
endeavour to make some provision, though it 
increases our difficulties. — Sit down then, my 
gentle, my beneficent mother; — and thou, my 
wife, who hast preferred thy love for an un- 
worthy husband to the suggestions of jealoua 
passion and of headlong revenge, sit down, and 
let us see in what manner it may be in our 
power, consistently with your duty to the Em- 
peror, to bring our broken vessel securely into 
port*' 

He employed much natural grace of manner in 
handing the mother and daughter to their seats; 
and, taking his place confidentially between 
them, all were soon engaged in concerting what 
measures should be taken for the m(»Tow, not 
forgetting such as should at once have the effect 
of preserving the CsBsar's life, and at the sama 
time of securing the Chredan empire against the 
conq>iracy of which he had been the chief in« 
stigator. Briennius ventured to hint, that peiw 
haps the best way would be to suffer the cm- 
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spiracy to proceed as originally intended, pled- 
. ging Ills own faith that the rights of Alexius 
should be held inviolate during the struggle; 
but his influence over the Ejnpress and her 
daughter did not extend to obtaining so great a 
trust. They plainly protested against permit- 
ting him to leave the palace, or taking the least 
share in the confusion which to-morrow was cer- 
tain to witness. 

'^ You forget, noble ladies,*' said the Caesar, 
<^ that my honour is concerned in meeting the 
Count of Paris.*' 

^^ Pshaw ! tell me not of your honour, Brien- 
iiius," said Anna Comnena ; ^Mo I not well know, 
that although the honour of the western knights 
be a species of Moloch, a flesh-devouring, blood- 
quaffing demon, yet that that which is the god 
of idolatry to the cistern warriors, though equal- 
ly loud and noisy in the hall, is &r less impla- 
cable in the field ? Believe not that I have for- 
given great injuries and insults, in order to take 
such false coin as hotumr in payment. Your in- 
genuity is but poor, if you cannot devise some 
excuse which will satisfy the Greeks; and in 
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good sooth, Briennins, to this battlie you go not, 
whether for your good or for your ilL Believe not 
tlmt I will consent to your meeting either Count 
or C!ountess, whether in warlike combat or amo- 
rous parley. So you may at a word count upon 
remaining prisoner here until the hour appointed 
for such gross folly be past and over." 

The Csesar, perhaps, was not in his heart 
angry that his wife's pleasure was so bluntly and 
resolutely expressed against the intended com* 
bat ^^ If," said he, ^^ you are determined to 
take my honour into your own keeping, I am 
here for the present your prisoner, nor hare I 
the means of interfering with your pleasure. 
When once at liberty, the free exercbe of my 
valour and my lance is once more my own/' 

^^ Be it so, Sir Paladin," said the Princess, 
very composedly. *^ I have good hope that 
neither of them will involve you with any of 
yon dare-devils of Paris, whether male or female, 
and that we will regulate the pitch to which your 
courage soars, by the estimation of Greek philo-* 
sophy, and the judgment of our blessed Lady of 
Mercy, not her of the Broken Lances." 



/ 
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At thk HiQment, an anthoritative knock at the 
door alarmed the consultation of the Csasar and 
the laidieflu 
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CHAPTER III. 

Physician* Be comforted, good madam : tlie great rage, 
Yoo see, is cured in him : and yet it is danger 
To make liira eyen o'er the time he has lost* 
Desire him to go in : trouble him no more, 

Till fiiTther setding. 

King Lear, 

We left the Emperor Alexins Comnenus at 
the bottom of a subterranean vault, with a lamp 
expiring, and having charge of a prisoner, vrko 
seemed himself nearly reduced to the same ex- 
tremity. For the first two or three moments, he 
listened after his daughter's retiring footsteps. 
He grew impatient, and began to long for h«r 
return before it was possible she could have tra* 
versed the patii betwixt him and the smmnit of 
these gloomy stairs. A minute or two he. en- 
dured with patience the absence of the assistance 



I 
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wUch he had sent her to summon ; but strange 
suspicions began to cross his imagination. Could 
it be possible ? Had she changed her purpose on 
account of the hard words which he had used 
towards her? Had she resolved to leave her 
father to his fate in his hour of utmost need? 
and was he to rely no longer upon the assistance 
which he had implored her to send? 

The short time which the Princess trifled away 
in a sort of gallantry with the Varangian Here- 
ward, was magnified tenfold by the impatience 
of the Emperor, who began to think that she 
was gone to fetch the accomplices of the Caesar 
to assault their prince in his defenceless condi- 
tion, and carry into effect their half-disconcerted 
conspiracy. 

After a considerable time, filled up with this 
feeling of agonizing uncertainty, he began at 
length, more composedly, to recollect the little 
chance there was that the Princess would, even 
for her own sake, resentful as she was in the 
highest degree of her husband's ill behaviour^ 
join her resources to his, to the destruction of 
one who had so generally showed himself an 
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indulgent and affectionate father. When he had 
adopted this better mood, a step was heard upon 
the staircase, and after a long and unequal de- 
scent, Hereward, in his heavy armour, at length 
coolly arrived at the bottom of the steps. Be- 
hind him, panting and trembling, partly with 
cold and partly with terror, came Douban, the 
slave well skilled in medicine. 
. " Welcome, good Edward ! Welcome, Dou- 
ban I" he said, ^^ whose medical skill is sufficiently 
able to counterbalance the weight of years which 
hang upon him." 

" Your Highness is gracious," said Douban — 
but what he would have farther said was cut olBF 
by a violent fit of coughing, the conse^eace of 
his age, of his feeble habit, of the damps of the 
dungeon, and the rugged exercise of descending^ 
the long and difficult staircase. 

^' Thou art unaccustomed to visit thy patients 
in so rough an abode," said Alexius; ^* and, 
nevertheless, to the dan^s of these dreary re- 
gions state necessity obliges us to confine many, 
who are no less our beloved subjects in reality 
than they are in tide." 

c2 
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The medical man continued his cough, per^ 
haps as an apology for not giving that answer of 
assent, with which his conscience did not easily 
permit him to reply to an obserration, which, 
though stated by one who s]K>uld know the £m^ 
seemed not to be in itself altogether likely* 

" Yes, my Douban," said the Emperor, « in 
this strong case of steel and adamant hare we. 
&und it necessary to enclose the redoubted Ursel, 
whose &me is spread through the whole world, 
both for military skill, political wisdom, personal 
bravery, and other noble gifts, which we have 
been obliged to obscure for a time, in order that 
we might, at the fittest conjuncture, which is now 
wrived, restore them to the world in tiieir full 
lustre. Feel his pulse, therefore, Douban— con- 
rider him as one who hath suffered severe con- 
finement, with all its privations, and is about to 
be suddenly restored to the full enjoyment of 
life, and whatever renders life valuable." 

<< I will do my best," said Douban; ^^ but 
your Miyesty must consider, tiiat we work upan 
a fiail and exhausted subject, whose health seems, 
already wellnigh gone, and may perhaps vanish. 
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in an instant — ^like this pale and trembling light, 
whose precarious condition the life-*breath of this 
tmfortnnate patient seems closely to resemble.'' 

** Desire, therefore, good Donban, one or 
two of the mutes who serye in the interior, and 
who have repeatedly been thy assistants in such 
cases— or stay — ^Edward, thy motions will be 
more speedy ; do thou go for the mutes — make 
them tH-ing some hind of litter to transport the 
patient; and, Douban, do tliou superintend die 
whole. Transport him instantly to a suitable 
apartment, only taking care that it be secret, and 
let him enjoy the comforts of the bath, and what* 
ever else may tend to restore his feeble anima* 
tion — keeping in mind, that he must, if possi* 
ble, appear to*morrow in the field." 

** That will be hard,'' said Douban, << aftw 
haying been, it would appear, subjected to sudt 
&re and such usage as his iSuctuating pulse 
intimates but too plainly." 

^*'Twas a mistake of the dungeon-keeper, the 
inhuman yillain, who should not go wiAout hk 
reward," continued the Emperor, *^ had not Hea« 
yen already bestowed it by the strange means of a 
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sylvan man, or native of the woods, who yester- 
day put to death the jailer who meditated the 
death of his prisoner — ^Yes, my dear Douban, 
a private sentinel of our guards called the Im- 
mortal, had wellnigh annihilated this flower of 
our trust, whom for a time we were compeUed 
to immure in secret Then, indeed, a rude ham- 
mer had dashed to pieces an unparalleled bril- 
liant, but the &tes have arrested such a misfor- 
tune." 

The assistance having arrived, the physician, 
Mrho seemed more accustomed to act than to 
.speak, directed a bath to be prepared with me- 
dicated herbs, and gave it as his opinion, that 
the patient should not be disturbed till to-mor- 
row's sun was high in the heavens. Ursel ac- 
cordingly was assisted to iiie bath, which was 
employed according to the directions of the 
physician; but without affording any material 
symptoms of recovery. From thence he was 
transferred to a cheerful bedchamber, opening by 
an ample window to one of the terraces of the 
palace, which commanded an extensive prospect. 
These operations were performed upon a frame 
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SO extremely stupified by previous suffering, so 
dead to the usual sensations of existence, that it 
was not till the sensibility should be gradually 
restored, by friction of the stiffened limbs, and 
other means, that the leech hoped the ^ists of 
the intellect should at length begin to clear 
away. 

Douban readily undertook to obey tlie com- 
mands of the Emperor, and remain by the bed 
of the patient until the dawn of morning, ready 
to support nature as £8ur as the skill of leechcraft 
admitted. 

From the mutes, much more accustomed to 
be the executioners of the Emperor's displeasure 
than of his humanity, Douban selected one man 
of milder mood, and, by Alexius's order, made 
him understand, that the task in which he was 
engaged was to be kept most strictly secret, 
while the hardened slave was astonished to find 
that the attentions paid to the sick were to be 
rendered with yet more mystery than the bloody 
offices of death and torture. 

The passive patient received the various acts 
of attention which were rendered to him in 
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silence ; and if not totally without consciousness, 
at least without a dktinct comprehension of their 
object. After the soothing operation of the bath, 
and the Yolnptaous exdbange of the rude and 
musty pilje of straw, on which he bid stretched 
himself for years, for a couch of the softest down, 
Ursel was presented with a sedative draught, 
slightly tinctured with an opiate. The babny 
restorer of nature came thus invoked, and the 
captive sunk into a delicious slumber long un- 
known to him, and which seemed to occupy 
equally his mental faculties and his bodily frame, 
while the features were released from their rigid 
tenor, and the posture of the limbs, no longer 
disturbed by fits of cramp, and sudden and ago- 
nizing twists and throes, seemed changed for a 
placid state of the most perfect ease and tran- 
quillity. 

The mom was ahready colouring the horizon, 
and the freshness of the breeze ci dawn had insi- 
nuated itself into the l^ty halls of the palace of 
the Blacquemal, when a gentle tap at the door 
ctf the chamber awaked Douban, who, undis- 
turbed from the calm state of his patient^ had 
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i&dulged himself with a ]m^ repose. The door 
opened, and a figure appeared, disguised in the 
robes .worn by an officer of the palace, and con« 
cealing beneath an artificial beard of great size, 
aad of a white colour, the features of the Em* 
peror himself. ^ Douban," said Alexius, << how 
&re8 it with thy patient, whose safety is this day 
of such consequence to the Grecian state ?* 

** Well, my lord,'* replied the physician^ 
^^ excellently well ; and if he is not now dis* 
tnrbed, I will wi^er whatever skiU I possess, 
that nature, assisted by the art of the physidan^ 
will triumph over the damps and the unwhole* 
some air of the impure dungeon. Only be pru- 
dent, my lord, and let not an untimely haste 
bring this Ursel fic»*ward into the contest ere he 
has arranged the disturbed current of his ideas,, 
and recovered, in some degree, the spring of his 
mind, and the powers of his body." 

^ I will rule my impatience,'' said the Empe- 
ror, " cwr rather, Douban, I will be ruled by thee. 
Thinkest thou he is awake ?'' 

<^ I am inclined to think so,'' said the leedi^ 
^^ but he opens not his eyes, and seems to me as 
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if he absolutely resisted the natural impulse to 
rouse himself and look around him." 

<^ Speak to him/' said the Emperor, <^ and let 
us know what is passing in his mind." 
' ^ ' It is at some risk," replied the physician, ^^ but 
you shall be obeyed. — Ursel," he said, approach- 
ing the bed of his blind patient, and then, in a 
louder tone, he repeated again, " Ursel ! Ursel !" 

"Peace — Hush !" muttered the patient; " dis- 
turb not the blest in their ecstasy — ^nor again 
recall the. most miserable of mortals to finish the 
draught of bitterness which his £a,te had com- 
pelled him to commence." a 

" Again, again," said the Emperor, aside to 
Douban, " try him yet again ; it is of import- 
ance for me to know in what degree he possesses 
his senses, or in what measure they have disap- 
peared from him." 

<^ I would not, however," said the physician, 
^^ be the rash and guilty person, who, by an ill- 
timed urgency, shotdd produce a total alienation 
of mind, and plunge him back either into abso- 
lute lunacy, or produce a stupor, in which he 
might remain for a long period." 
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** Surely not,'* replied the Emperor ; ** my 
commands are those of one Christian to another^ 
nor do I wish them farther obeyed than as they 
are consistent with the laws of God and man." 

He paused for a moment after this declara- 
tion, and yet but few minutes had elapsed ere he 
again urged the leech to pursue the interrogar 
tion of his patient. ~ ^* If you hold me not com- 
petent," said Douban, somewhat vain of the trust 
necessarily reposed in him, ^^ to judge of the 
treatment of my patient, your Imperial Highness 
must take the risk and the trouble upon your- 
self." 

« Marry, I shall," said the Emperor, " for 
the scruples of leeches are not to be indulged, 
when the fate of kingdoms and the lives of mo- 
narchs are placed against them in the scales. — 
Rouse thee, my noble Ursel I hear a voice, with 
which thy ears were once well ai^quainted, wel- 
come thee back to glory and command ! Look 
around thee, and see how the world smiles to 
welcome thee back from imprisonment to em- 
pire !" 

<^ Cunning fiend I" said Ursel, <^ who usest 
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tlie most wily baits in order to augment the 
misery of tlie wretched ! Know, tempter, that I 
am conscious of the whole trick of the soothing 
images of last night, — ^thy baths — thy beds — and 
thy bowers of bliss — But sooner shalt thou be able 
to bring a smile upon the cheek of St Anthony 
the Eremite, than induce me to curl mine after 
the fashion of earthly yoluptuaries." 

'* Try it, foolish magi/' insisted the Emperor, 
^^ and trust to the evidence of thy senses for the 
reality of die pleasures by which thou art now 
surrounded; or, if thou art obstinate in thy lack 
of faith, tarry as thou art for a single moment, 
and I will bring with me a being so unparalleled 
in her loveliness, that a single glance of her 
were worth the restoration of thine eyes^ were 
it only to look upon her for a moment." So say- 
ing he left the apartment. 

" Traitor,*' said Ursel, ** and deceiver of old, 
bring no one hitha: ! and strive not, by shadowy 
and ideal forms of beauty, to increase the delu- 
si<m that gilds my prison-house for a moment^ 
in order, doubtless, to destroy totally the spark 
dE reason, and then excha^e this earthly hell 
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hr a dungeon in the infernal r^imis them- 
selves P 

<< His mind is somewliat aliRttered," mnsed 
the physician, <^ which is often the ooDsequence 
•f a long solitary confinement* I marrel mnch^^ 
was his fiirther thought, <^ if the Emperor can 
shi^e out any rational serrioe which this man 
can reader him, after being so long immurod in 
so horriUe a dungeon. — Thou thinkest, then," 
continued he, addressing the patient, ^^ that the 
seeming release of bust night, with its balhsand 
refreshments, was only a delusive. dream, with* 
out any reality ?' 

« Ay — ^what else ?' answered Ursel. 

<* And that the arousing thyself, as we desire 
thee te do, would be but a resigning to a vain 
temptation, in order to wake to more unbappi«* 
ness than formerly ?* 

<< Even so,** returned the patient 

*^ What, then, are thy thoughts of the Empe- 
ror, by whose command thou sufferest so severe 
a restraint ?^ 

Perhaps Douban wished he had forborne this 
question, for, in the very moment when he put 
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it| the door of the chamber opened, and the Em- 
peror entered, with his daughter hanging upon 
his arm, dressed with simplicity, yet with beco* 
ming splendour. She had found time, it seems, 
to change her dress for a white robe, which 
resembled a kind of mourning, the chief orna- 
ment of which was a diamond chaplet, of ines- 
timable value, which surrounded and bound the 
long sable tresses, that reached from her head to 
her waist Terrified almost to death, she had 
been surprised by her feither in the company of 
her husband the Csesar, and her mother; and 
the same thundering mandate had at once or- 
dered Briennius, in the character of a more than 
suspected traitor, imder the custody of a strong 
guard of Varangians, and commanded her to 
attend her father to the bedchamber of Ursel, in 
which she now stood ; resolved, however, that she 
would stick by the sinking fortunes of her hus- 
band, even in the last extremity, yet no less de- 
termined that she would not rely upon her own 
entreaties or remonstrances, until she should see 
whether her fether's interference was likely to 
reassume a resolved and positive character. Has- 
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tily as the plans of Alexius Iiad been formed, 
and hastily as they had been disconcerted by 
accident^ there remained no slight chance that 
he might be forced to come round to the purpose 
on which his wife and daughter had fixed their 
heart, the forgiveness, namely, of the guilty 
Nicephorus Briennius. To his astonishment, 
and not perhaps greatly to his satisfaction, he 
heard the patient deeply engaged with the phy- 
sician in canvassing his own character. 

" Think not," said Ursel in reply to him, 
<* that though I am immured in this dungeon, 
and treated as something worse than an outcast 
of humanity — ^and although I am, moreover, de- 
prived of my eyesight, the dearest gift of Hea- 
ven — think not, I say, though I suffer all this 
by the cruel will of Alexius Comnenus, that 
therefore I hold him to be mine enemy ; on the 
contrary, it is by his means that the blinded and 
miserable prisoner has been taught to seek a 
liberty far more unconstrained than this poor 
earth can afford, and a vision far more clear than 
any Mount Pisgah on this wretched side of the 
grave can give us : Shall I therefore account the 
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Emperor among mine enemies? He who has 
taught me the vanity of earthly things — ^the no- 
thingness of earthly enjoyments — and the pure 
hope of a better world, as a certain exchange for 
the misery of die present ? No !'* 

The Emperor had stood somewhat discon- 
certed at the beginning of this speech, but hear- 
ing it so very unexpectedly t^minate, as he was 
willing to suppose, much in his own favour, he 
threw himself into an attitude which was partly 
that of a modest person listening 'to his own 
praises, and partly that of a man highly struck 
with the commendations heaped upon him by a 
generous adversary. 

" My friend,** he said aloud, " how truly do 
you read my purpose, when you suppose that 
the knowledge which men of your disposition 
can extract from evil, was all the experi^ice 
which I wished you to derive from a captivity 
protracted by adverse circumstances, far, very 
&r, beyond my wishes ! Let me embrace the 
generous man who knows so well how to con- 
strue die purpose of a perplexed, but still faithful 
fnend.*' 
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The patient raised himself in his bed. 

<^ Hold, there !" he said, ^^ methinks my tacvl- 
ties begin to collect themselves. ' Yes>'' he mut* 
tered, ^^ that is the treacherous voice which first 
bid me welcome as a friend, and then command"- 
ed fiercely that I should be deprived of the sight 
of my eyes ! — Increase thy rigour if thou wilt, 
Comnenus — add, if thou canst, to the torture of 
my confinement — ^but since I cannot see thy 
hypocritical and inhuman features, spare me, in 
mercy, the sound of a voice, more distressing to 
mine ear than toads, than serpents, — ^tiian what* 
ever nature has most offensive and disgusting !^ 

This speech was delivered with so much 
energy, that it was in vain that the Emperor 
strove to interrupt its tenor ; although he him- 
self, as well as Douban and his daughter, heard 
a great deal more of the language of unadorned 
and natural passion than he had counted upon. 

<^ Raise thy head, rash man,'' he said, ^ and 
charm thy tongue, ere it proceed in a strain 
whidi may cost thee dear. Look at me, and 
see if I have not reserved a reward cppable of 
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atoning for all the evil which thy folly may charge 
■to my account.'' 

Hitherto the prisoner had remained with his 
eyes obstinately shut, regarding the imperfect 
.recollection he had of sights which had been 
before his eyes the foregoing evening, as the 
mere suggestion of a deluded imagination, if not 
actually presented by some seducing spirit But 
now, when his eyes fiurly encountered the stately 
figure of the Ilmperor, and tiie graceful form of 
his lovely daughter, painted in the tender rays 
of the morning dawn, he ejaculated fdntly, *^ I 
see ! — I see V* — And with that ejaculation fell 
back on the pillow in a swoon, whidi instantiy 
found employment for Douban and his restora- 

•tives. 

<* A most wonderful cure indeed !" exclaimed 
the physician ; ^^ and the height of jny wishes 
would be to possess such another miraculous 
restorative/' 

<< Fool !" said the Emperor ; ^< canst thou 
not conceive that what has never been taken 
away is restored with littie difficulty ? He was 
made," he said, lowering his voice, *^ to undergo 
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a painful operation, whicb led him to believe diat 
the organs of sight were destroyed ; and as light 
scarcely ever visited him, and when it did, only 
in doubtful and' almost invisible glimmerings, 
the prevailing darkness, both physical and men<^ 
tal^ that surrounded him, prevented him from 
being sensible of the existence of that predouf 
faculty, of which he imagined himself bereft. 
Perhaps thou wilt ask my reason for inflicting 
upon him so strange a deception? — Simply it 
was, that being by it .conceived incapable of 
reigning, his memory might pass out of th^ 
minds of the public, while, at the same time, | 
reserved his eyesight, that, in case occasion 
should call, it might be in my power once more 
to Uberate him from his dungeon, and employ, 
as I now propose to do, his courage and talents 
in the service of the empire, to counterbalai^ce 
those of other conspiriators.'' 

^^ And can your imperial Highness^" said 

Douban, <^ hope that you have acquired this 

.man's duty and affection, by the conduct yoy^ 

have observed to him T* r 

^ <^ I cannot tell,'' answered the Emperot; 

VOL. III. D 
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^< iSksLt must be as futurity shall detenmne. All 
t know, is, tliat it is ho firalt of mine, if Ursel 
Soes not reckon freedom and a long course of 
Cfmpire — ^perhaps sanolioiied by an allianoa with 
cmr own blood — and the continaed enjoyment of 
file predous organs of eyesight, of which a lest 
ficrapnlons man would have depriTcd him, against 
a maimed and darkened existence." . 

'* Since sudb is your Highness's opinion and 
tesolution,^ said Doubaxi, ^ it is &» me to aid^ 
ttid not to counteract it. Permit me, therefore^ 
to pray ytmr Highness and the IVincess to with^ 
4baw, that I may use sach remedies as may con* 
firm amind which has been so stmi^ly shaken^ 
Hnd restore to him folly €he use of those eyes^ 
«f whidi he has been so long deprived/' 

^ I am content, Douban,^ said the Emper<nr; 
'^ but take notice, Ursel is not totally at liberty 
until he has expressed the resolution to become 
'actually mine. It may bdkove both him and 
lihee to know, that idthough there is no purpose 
<yf remitting him to the dungeons of the Blaoquei^ 
nal palace, yet if he, or any on his part, should 
'aspire to head a party in these feverish timed,— 
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by the honour of a gentlemaii, to swear a Fraok- 
ish oath, he shall find that he is not out of the 
reach of the batde-axes of my Varangians. I 
trust to thee to communicate this fiu^t, which 
concerns alike him and all who have interest in 
his fortunes.--^Come, daughter, we will with- 
draw, and leave the leech with his patient. — 
Take notice, Douban, it is of importance that 
you acquaint me tiie very first moment when 
ike patient can hold rational communication 



me. 
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Aleziasand his accomplished daoighter depart^ 
^ accordingly. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Sweet are tKe uses of advenity, 

'Wbicli, like tlie toad, ugly and yeaomoiiB, 

Bears yet a pvecioiis jew4d in its head. 

As You Like It: 



From a terraced roof of the Blacqiiernal pa- 
lace, accessible by a sash-door, which opened 
from the bedchamber of Ursel, there was comh 
manded one of the most lovely and striking views 
which the romantic neighbourhood of Constan* 
tinople afPorded* 

After suffering him to repose and rest his 
agitated faculties, it was to this place that the 
physician led his patient ; for when somewhat 
composed, he had of himself requested to be 
permitted to verify the truth of his restored eye- 
sight, by looking out once more upon the majes- 
tic face of nature* 

On the one hand, the scene which he beheld 
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was a masterpiece of liuman art. The proiid cityv 
Ornamented with stately buildings, as became 
ibe capital of the world, showed a succession of 
g;Iittering spires and orders of architecture, S4>me 
of them chaste and simple, like those the capitals 
of which were borrowed from baskets-full of 
acanthus ; some deriving the fluting of their shafts 
from the props made originally to support the 
lances of the earlier Greeks : forms simple, yet 
more graceful in their simplicity, than any which 
human ingenuity has been able since to invent. 
With the most splendid specimens which ancient 
art could afford of those strictly classical models 
were associated those of a later age, where more 
modem taste had endeavoured at improvement^ 
imd, by mixing the various orders, had produced 
such as were either composite, or totally out of 
rule. The size of the buildings in which they 
were displayed, liowever, procured them respect; 
Dor could even the most perfect judge of archi« 
tecture avoid being struck by the grandeur of 
their extent and effect^ although hurt by the in* 
correctness of the taste in which they were 
executed. Arches of triumph, towers, obelisks^ 
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Slid spires^ designed for ysrious puip^ece^foae iq^ 
Into the air in eonfiised magaifieeaee ; wliile ^ 
lower Tiew was fiUed by the streets of die oUyi 
the domestic hi^tations feisiiing kag narrow 
aUey% oa either sideof whidi the heosesavoie to 
yariovs and nne(]piid heaghi^ bid;, being geoeiQ^^ 
finished wi£h terraced coTenngs^ lUekaet witib 
plants and flowers, and fountains, had» whett 
seen from an eminence, a more noble and inie* 
resting^aspect than is erer afforded by diealopini^ 
and uniform roofs (^ stveefa in the capitals of th4 
north «f Europe. 

It has taken us some time to give, in weordi^ 
the idea which was at a single glance conyeye^ 
to Ursel, and affected him at &st with g)rei4 
paim His eyeballs had been long strai^rs to' 
that daily exercise, which leaches us the habit oi 
correcting the scenes as they appear to oibr sights 
by the knowledge which we derive from the use 
of our other senses. His idea of distpmce was s# 
confused, that it seemed as if all the spires, turrets 
and minarets whidi he behdd, were crowded fov^ 
Ward upon his eyeballs, and almost touchingdierai 
With a shriek of horror, Ursel turned himself to 



tbelvrdier side^ and easi bia ey«s upona diffei^t^ 
fcene. Here alao Ime saw tiowei8» steeples^ an^ 
tttiretBt, but tbey w^re tbose of the ckufchea an4 
poblk baiidisgs beneaik Us feet, reflected horn 
ike dsaaiing piece of water which formed th«^ 
harbour of ConstaatiBople^ and which^ from thc^ 
Abundance of wealth which it trani^rted to the^ 
city, was well termed the Gddea Horn. In on^ 
place, this superb basin waa liaed widi quay% 
iriiere stately dromonds and argosies unloaded 
their wealth, while, by the shcffe of the haTon^ 
galleys, feluccas, vid oiher smidl cmft> idly flap- 
ped th)e nngnlarly shaped and snow-white pinioof 
which served diem for 8aik« In other places» tho 
Golden Horn lay shrouded in a verdant mantle 
of trees, where the private gardens of weaMh^jj 
or niistingaidied iDdividrnds, or places of publuf 
tecreali^m^ shot down upon and were bounded 
by the glassy waters. 

On the Bosphorus, whidi might be seen in the 
distance, the Utde fleiet of Tancredwas lying In 
liie same station they had gained during the 
night, which was fitted to command the opposite 
landing: th& their general had prderred to a 



"•^ 
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midnight descent upon Constantinople, not know- 
ing whether, so coming, they might be received 
as friends or enemies* This delay, however, had 
g^iven the Greeks an opportunity, either by the 
6rders of Alexius, or the equally powerful man- 
dates of some of the conspirators, to tow six ships 
6f war, fiill of armed men, and provided with the 
maritime offensive weapons peculiar to the Greeks 
at that period, which they had moored so as ex- 
actly to cover the place where the troops of Tan- 
«red must necessarily land. 

This preparation gave some surprise to the 
Valiant Tancred, who did not know that such 
vessels had arrived in the harbour from Lenmos 
on the preceding night. The undaunted courage 
of that prince was^ however, in no respect to 
be shaken by the degree of unexpected danger 
with which his adventure now appeared to be 
attended. 

' This splendid view, from the description of 
which we have in some degree digressed, was 
seen by the physiciaii and Ursel from a terrace, 
the loftiest almost on the palace of the Blacquelr- 
nal. To the city w&rd,, it was bounded by a solid 
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ifbII, of considerable height, giving a resting* 
place for die roof of a lower building, which, 
slopSng out¥rarcl, broke to the view the vast 
Jieight, unobscured otherwise save by a high and 
massy balustrade, composed of bronze, which, to 
.the havenward, sunk sheer down upon an unin* 
terrupted precipice. 

No sooner, therefore, had Ursel turned his 
^yes that way, than, though placed £ur from the 
Jbrink of the terrace, he exclaimed, with a shriek, 
.^^ Save me — save me ! if you are not indeed the 
destined executors of the Emperor's will/' 

« We are indeed such," said Douban, << to 
..save, and if possible to bring you to complete 
recovery; but by no means to do you injury, or 
^ suffer it to be offered by others/' 
.^ << Guard me then from myself," said Ursel^ 
^^ and save me from the reeling and insane desire 
which I feel to plunge myself into the abyss, to 
the edge of which you have guided me." 

** Such a giddy and dangerous temptation is,'' 
said the physician^ ^^ common to those who have 
•not for a long time looked down from precipitous 
Jieights, and are suddenly brought to them; Na- 

d2 
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•tore, bowerer bounteous, liaCh not provided for 
ihe cessation ai our Acuities for yeara^ and fiir 
:ldieir sadden resun^tion in fiill strengtb and 
^our. An interval, longer or shorter, mnib 
aieeds interrene. Can you not believe this tei^ 
•lace a safe station while you hare my mqppoiit 
and that of this faithful slave ?^ 

<^ Certainly,** said Uisel ; ^< but pennit me to 
4arn my hite towards this stoBe^wall, Jar I eai»- 
jiot bear to look at the fiimajr jMece <rf wire, 
*which is the only batdemcat of defimoe diat 
interposes betwixt me and the preeqnee*" He 
«poke of the bronze belnstrade, six feet bij^h, 
^ind massive in proportion* Tims sayi^, and 
-holdii!^ &it by the physician's arm, Ursd^thwj^ 
himself a younger and more able man, trembled^ 
Jmd moved his feet as dowly as if made of lead, 
'imtn he reached the sasfaed-door, i^ere there 
•was placed a kind of baleony-«eat, in which he 
placed himself. — *^ Here," he said, ^^ will I rsh 
^aiu.'' 

<< And here," sakl Douban, ^^ will I make the 
<commimication of the Emperor, whidk it is ne- 
cessary you should be prepared to reply to« £fc 



j^aoes you» you will ^baervcb At foox lown diflp^f 
fid for liberty or cnp(ivity> b«t it condilioiis ftt 
yovr wwigning thai; ««eet but mabX monNl 
twned xereage^ whUki I mutt not oweeal Ami 
yoii» ehftoioe ^>pe«va wiUiiig to put iolo yout 
band* Y^u know th« degree of rivalry iawUcb 
you bave been Iiel4 by the Emperor^ and yoil 
know the meaaure of evil yoa have sustained ai 
bis band* The question i% CSaa yo« fergivt 
what has taken nlaee?' 

<< Let me wrap my kead roubd wilb my macMr 
ile^" said Ursel* ** to dispel tbis dizanness wbi^ 
slall oppresses my poor brain, and as spon as .thfit 
power <tf reci^eotioB is granted to iae» youshaH 
kncKw my sentiments*'' 

He sunk upon the sea<9 Quiffled in the way. 
which be described, and after a few minules^^ 
nsflection, with a trepidation wjiich argued tbo) 
patient still to be under the neirvous feeling of. 
extreme horror mixed with terrorj he |iddresse4 
Douban thus : ^^ The operation of wrong and; 
eruelty, in the moment when they are fii^st in*, 
flicted, exciteS) of course^ the utmost resentment 
of the sufferer ; nor is there, perhaps^ a passion. 
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wUch lives so long in Us bosooi as ike natural 
desire of revenge* If, then, during the first montI% 
trhen I lay stretched upon my bed of want and 
misery, yon had offered me an opportunity of 
ferenge upon my cruel oppressor, the remnant 
^ miserable life which remained to me should 
have been wilUngly bestowed to purchase it. 
But a suffering of weeks, or even months, mxmt 
9ot be compared in effect with that of years* 
For a short space of endurance, the body, as 
well as die mind, retains that vigorous halnt 
which holds ihe prisoner still connected with 
Hfe, and teaches him to thrill at the long-£or- 
; gotten chain of hopes, of wishes, of disappoint- 
ments, and mortifications, which affected his for- 
' I0er existence. But tibe wounds become callous 
as they harden, and other and better feelings oc- 
cupy their place, while they gradually die away 
in forgetfulness. 'Hie enjoyments, the amuse- 
ments of this world, occupy no part of his time 
upon whom the gates of despair have once 
dosed. I tell thee, my kind physician, that for 
a season, in an insane attempt to effect my liber- 
ty, I cut through a large portion of the living 
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tock* But Heaven cured me of so foolish an 
idea; and if I did not actually come to love 
Alexius Comnenus — ^for how could that have 
been a possible eiBfect in any rational state of my 
intellects ? — yet, as I became convinced of my 
own crimes, sins, and follies, the more and more 
I was also persuaded that Alexius was but the 
agent through whom Heaven exercised a dearly- 
purchased right of punishing me for my manifold 
offences and transgressions ; and that it was not 
therefore upon the Emperor that my resentment 
ought to visit itself. And, I can now say to thee, 
that, so Car as a man who has undergone so 
dreadful a change can be supposed to know his 
own mind, I feel no desire either to rival Alexius 
in a race for empire, or to avail myself of any 
of the various proffers which *he proposes to me 
as the price of withdrawing my claim. Let him 
keep unpurchased the crown, for which he has 
paid, in my opinion, a price which it is not 
worth." 

^^ This is extraordinary stoicism, noble Ur- 
sel,'' answered the physician Douban. << Am I 
then to understand that you reject the fair offers 
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of Aleidiis, wd desire^ instead of all which h»h 
williDg^— nay, anziovft to bestow-r-tp be oofluoifc* 
ted safely back to thy old bUnded dungeon in 
the Blacquenial, that yoa may cMitinue at ease 
those pietistic meditadcms whidi have abead]fl 
conducted thee to so extravagant a conckt-9 
sion ?' 

** Physician," said Ursel, while a shoddcdng: 
fit that affected his whole body testified his alanaa 
at the alternative profwsed — ^ one would inuH 
gine thine own professionniight have taught the«f' 
Aat no mere mortal man, unless predestmed tm 
be a glorified saint, could ever prefer darkness to 
the light of day ; blindness itself to the enjoymeafc 
of the power of sight; the pangs of starfijsg to 
competent sustenance^ or the damps of a dasK 
geon to the free air of God's creation* No (--4l 
may be virtue to do so, but to such a pitdi 
mine does not soar. All I require of the £a« 
peror for standing by him with all the powet 
my name can give him at this crisis is, that ho 
will provide for my reception as a monk in some 
of those pleasant and well-endowed seminaries 
4xf piety, to which his devotion, or his fears, havo 
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f^iyeB xiie. ' Let me not be again dui dbjeet of 
iuB sospicicm, tbe operatkm of which b more 
'dreadful than that of being the object of his hates. 
J'orgotten by power, as I hare myself lost the 
remembrance of those that wielded it» let me 
Jnd my way to the graye^ unnotieed, nncbn- 
strainedi at liberty, in possesedon of my dim and 
disnsed oigans of sight, and, above all, at peaoe**^ 

^* If Sttch be thy serious and earnest wish, noble 
Uisely'' said the ph3rsieian, *^ I mysdf hare no 
hesitation to warrant to thee the fiiUaecompfidii* 
B^nt of thy religions and modemte desires* But, 
beddnk thee, thou art onee more an inhabitaiit 
of the eoart, in whieh thou mayst obtain what 
thon mk to^y ; while to-morrow, shoiiMst thou 
xegret thy indifference, it may be thy utmest 
entreaty will not suffice to gain for thee the 
slightest extension of thy present coiulitaons*" 

^* Be it so,'' said Ursel ; ^ I wiU then stipulate 

for another condition, which indeed has only 

reference to this day. I will solicit bis Imperial 

Majesty, with all humility, to spare me the pain 

:of a personal treaty between himself and me, 

<and diat he will be satisfied with the sokmn a^ 
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durance that I am most willing to do in his £sivoiur 
all that he is desirous of dictating ; while^ on the 
other hand, I desire only the execution of those 
moderate conditions of my future aliment which 
I have ^ready told thee at length/' 

<< But wherefore/' said Douban, ^< shouldst 
thou be afraid of announcing to the Emperor 
iby disposition to an agreement, which cannot 
be esteemed otherwise than extremely moderate 
on thy part ? Indeed, I fear the Emperor will 
insist on a brief personal conference/' 
, *< I am not ashamed," said Ursel, << to con- 
fess the truth. It is true, that I have, or think 
I have, renounced what the Scripture calls the 
pride of life ; but the old Adam still lives within 
us, and maintains agadnst the better part of our 
nature an inextinguishable quarrel, easy to be 
aroused from its slumber, but as difficult to be 
again couched in peace. While last night I but 
]ialf understood that mine enemy was in my pre- 
sence, and while my £sM;ulties performed but half 
their duty in recalling his deceitful and hated 
accents, did not my heart throb in my bosom 
withidl the agitation of a taken bird, and shall 
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I again have to enter into a personal treaty witb 
the man who, be his general conduct what it 
may, has been the constant and unproyoked cause 
of my unequalled misery ? Douban, no ! — ^to lis- 
ten to his voice again, were to hear an alarm 
sounded to every violent and vindictive passion of 
my heart ; and though, may Heaven so help me 
as my intentions towards him are upright, yet it 
IS impossible for me to listen to his professions 
with a chance of safety either to him or to my« 
self." 

'< If you be so minded,'' replied Douban, << I 
shall only repeat to him your stipulation, and 
you must swear to him that you will strictly 
observe it Without this being done, it must 
be difficult, or perhaps impossible, to settle the 
league of which both are desirous." 

<' Amen !" said Ursel ; << and as I am pure 
in my purpose, and resolved to keep it to the 
uttermost, so may Heaven guard me from the 
influence of precipitate revenge, ancient grudge, 
or new quarrel !" 

An authoritative knock at the door of the 
sleeping-chamber was now heard, and Ursel, re- 
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Heved^ by more powerful feelings, from the gidi 
diness of wladk he bad cmnplained, walked fimd^y: 
mto tbe bedroom, aad seating himself, waited 
with averted eyes the entrance of the person wha 
demanded admittance, and who proved to be no 
other than Alexius Comnenus. 

The Emperor appeared at the door in a wwm 
like dress, suited for the decoration ci a prince 
who was to witniess a combat in the lists fought 
«ut before him. 

'^ Sage Douban," he said, '^ has our esteemed 
prisoner, Ursel, made his (choice between our^ 
peace and enmity ?" 

' '< He hath, my lord," repMed Ae physician^ 
^^ embraced the lot of that happy portion of maiH 
•kind, whose hearts and lives are devoted to th^ 
service of your Majesty's government.'' 

^' He will then this day," continued the Em- 
peror, ^< render me the o£^e of patting down all 
those who may pretend to abet insurrection in 
liis name, and under pretext of his wrongs ?' 

^^ He will, my lord," replied the physician^ 
'^' act to the fullest the part which you require." 

^< And in what way," said the Emperor, adopt- 
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lag Immmigni^uB tome ciimoef ^wmiUoor 
finthfiil Unel dtaire ^diat serviceB like tkese^ ren** 
dered in the hoar of extreme need, theiiU be 
acknowkdged by die EmpeEor?^ 

^< SfaB{d]ry" aou^resed Dombaav ^* by saying 
notking' upon tbe snbjeel. He dcfflres only that 
all jealoiMies between yon and him may he henee*^ 
£ordi fbigotteD^ and i3iat he. may be adrntttoA 
into one at jour Higknets's monasdc institiitioiifl^ 
with leare to dedicate tiie rest of bis life ta tbe 
worabip of Heaven and its stdnts.'' 

<^ Hath he persuaded thee of this, Doiibaii V 
< — said the Emperor, in a low and aherefd voices 
^ By Heaven ! when I eonaider from what pxi'^ 
von he was brought, and in wbai g^uise he inh»* 
lited it, I cannot believe in this gall-less dispo^* 
sition. He mast at leagt speak to me himself, 
ere I can believe, in some degree, the transformr 
a&m «f the fiery Uisel into a being so Uttle 
capable of feeling.the (ordinary knpukes of manr- 
land." 

<< Hear me. Alexins Comnenus," said the 
prisoner ; ^^ and so may diine own prayers to 
Heaven find access and acceptation, as thou bo^ 
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lieve^t the words which I speak to thee in simpli'* 
eity of heart. If thine empire of Grreece were 
made of coined gold, it would hold out no bait 
for my acceptance ; nor, I thank Heaven, have 
^yen the injuries I have experienced at thy hand, 
cruel and extensive as they have been, impressed 
upon me the slightest desire of requiting treach« 
ery with treachery. Think of me as thou wilt, so 
thou seek'st not again to exchange words with 
me ; and believe me, that when thou hast put me 
under the most rigid of thy ecclesiastical foun* 
dations, the discipline, the fare, and the vigils, 
will be far superior to the existence falling to the 
share of those whom the King delights to honour^ 
and who therefore must afford the King their 
society whenever they are summoned to do so.** 
. <^ It is hardly for me,'' said the physician, ^' to 
interpose in so high a matter; yet, as trusted 
both by the ndble Ursel, and by his highness the 
Emperor, I have made a brief abstract of these 
short conditions to be kept by the high parties 
towards each other, sub crimine foisi!^ 

The Emperor protracted the intercourse with 
Ursel, imtil he more fully explained to him the 
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occasion which he should have that very day for 
his services. When they parted, Alexius, with 
a great show of affection, embraced his late pri- 
soner, while it required all the self-command 
and stoicism of Ursel to avoid expressing in 
plain terms the extent to which he abhorred the 
person who thus caressed him. 
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CHAPTER V. 



• ••••«••• O, OMtspiracyl 

Sham*8t thou to show thy dangerous brow by mght, 

Wben evils are most free ? O, then, by day, 

Where wilt thou find a cavern dark enough 

To mask thy monstrous visage ? Seek none. Conspiracy ; 

Hide it in smiles and afiability : 

For if thou path, thy native semblance on. 

Not Erebus itself were dim enough 

To hide thee from prevention. 

Jidiua Casar, 



The important morning at last arrived, on 
wliicli, by the Imperial proclamation,- the com-* 
bat between the Caesar and Robert Coxmt of 
Paris was appointed to take place. This was a 
circumstance in a great measure foreign to the 
Grecian manners, and to which, therefore, the 
people annexed different ideas from those which 
were associated with the same solemn decision 
of God, as the Latins called it, by the Western 
nations. The consequence was a vague, but 
excessive agitation among the people, who con- 
nected the extraordinary strife which they were 
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io witness, with the Tarious caiises which had 
been whispered abroad, as likely to give occa- 
sion to some general insurrection of a great and 
terrible nature. 

By the Imperial order, regular lists had been 
prepared for the combat, with opposite gates, 
or entrances, as was usual, for the admittance 
of the two champions; and it was understood 
that the appeal was to be made to the Divinity 
by each, according to the forms prescnbed by 
Ae church <tf which the combatants were respect* 
iv^ly members. The situation of these lists was 
dn Ae side of die shore adjoining on the west to 
4ihe continent. At no great distance, the walls of 
the city were seen, of various architecture, com* 
"posed of lime and of stime, aod furnished with 
mo less than four-^md-twenty gates, or posterns^ 
tire of whidi regarded the land, and ninoteeii 
4iie water. All ti^*«tformed a beautifal jproi^ectt 
Auch of which is still visiUe. The town itsetf 
is about nineteen miles in circumference ; and ai 
it is on all sides surrounded \ntk lofty cypresses^ 
its genend appearsmce is that of a city arising* 
pat of a stately wood of these viagnifioent trees^ 
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partly shrouding the pinnacles, obelisks, and 
minarets, whieli then marked the site of many 
noble Christian temples; but now, generally 
speaking, intimate the position of as many Ma- 
homedan mosques. 

These lists, for the convenience of spectatorS| 
were surrounded on all sides by long rows of 
seats, sloping downwards. In the middle of these 
seats, and exactly opposite the centre of the lists, 
was a high throne, erected for the Emperor him- 
self ; and which was separated from the more 
vulgar galleries by a circuit of wooden barricadei^ 
which an experienced eye*could perceive, mighty 
in case of need, be made serviceable for purposes 
of defence. 

The lists were sixty yards in length, by per- 
haps about forty in breadth, and these s^orded 
ample space for the exercise of the combat, both 
on horseback and on foot* NpAierous bands of the 
Greek citizens began, with the tery break of day^ 
to issue from the gates &nd posterns of the city5 
to examine and wonder at the construction cf 
the lists, pass their criticisms upon the purpose 
^f the peculiar parts of the fabric, and occupy 
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places, to secure them for the spectacle. Shortly 
after arrived a large band of those soldiers who 
were called the Roman Immortals. These en- 
tered without ceremony, and placed themselves 
on either hand of the wooden barricade which 
fenced the Emperor's seat Some of them took 
even a greater liberty; for, affecting to be pressed 
against the boundary, there were individuals who 
approached the partition itself, and seemed to 
meditate climbing over it, and placing themselves 
on the same side with the Emperor. Some old 
domestic slaves of the household now showed 
themselves, as if for the purpose of preserving 
this sacred circle for Alexius and his court ; 
and, in proportion as the Immortals began to 
show themselves encroaching and turbulent, the 
strength of the defenders of the prohibited pre-" 
cincts seemed gradually to increase. 

There was, though scarcely to be observed, 
besides the grand access to the Imperial seat from 
without, another opening also from the outside^ 
secured by a very strong door, by which different 
persons received admission beneath the seat» 
destined for the Imperial party. These per-^^ 

VOL. III. E 
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soBfi, by thdir leitgdi of limb, breaddi of diaiil- 
dersy by the fur of ikeir dioaks, smd especially 
by itbe redoubted battle-axes wbidi sSl of tbem 
bore^ a^ppeaBed to be Vanu^mas ; but, althougk 
seither dressed an thdor usual faabit of pom^ mr 
in their more ^eetual garb of war, still, whent 
Bainpowly examined, they mi^t be seen to pos* 
tess their usual offensive weapons. These men^ 
entering in separate and straggling parties, might 
be observed to join the slaves of dae interior ^ 
ihe palace in opposing ihe intrusion of the Im- 
amrtab upon the seat of the Emperor and the 
bfoiches aitound* Two or three Immortals, who 
had actually made good their frolk, and climbed 
o^er llie division, were flung badk again, very 
uneeremojiionsly, by the barbaric strengdi and 
sinewy arms of the Vaningiaiis. 

The people around, and in the adjacent galle-^ 
.lies, most of whom had die air of ^iiiz^as in 
iheir hcdyday dresses, comn^nted a good deal on 
4liese pioeeedings, and were inclined strongly to 
»akfe part with the Immortals. ^ It was a ahsme 
^ the Emptor," they said, ^^ to eneourage these 
iBdiish barbarians to interpose thems^es by 
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violeace between Us plsrsoa aiid tbe Immottftl 
cohorts of the city, who were in soHie sort his c^ii 
children." 

Stephanos, the gymnastic, whose bulky 
strength and stature rendered him oonspicuong 
amid this party, said, without hesitati<Mi, ^^ If 
there are two people here who wfll join in say« 
ing that the Immortals are unjustly d€|^rived of 
their right of guarding the En^ror's person^ 
here is the hand that shall place them beside th« 
XosDerial chair*'' 

^^ Not so," quoth a centurion of the IumMMw 
tals, whom we hare already inti^doced to oto 
readers by the name of Harpax; ^^ Not so, Ster 
phanos ; that happy time may arrive, bdt it i| 
not yet c<»ne, my gem of the circus. Thou know* 
ostthat on this occasion it is one of these Countsfi 
mr western Franks, who undertakes the combat; 
and the Vu'angiaixs, who call these people their 
enemies, have some reason to daim a precedency 
IB guarding the lists, which it might not at dus 
moment be convenient to dis{>ute with thesk 
Why, man, if thou wert half so witty as thou 
art long, ikon wouldst foe sensible that it weie 
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bad woodmanship to raise the hollo upon the 
game, ere it had been driven within compass of 

he nets/' 

While the athlete rolled his huge grey eyes 
as if to conjure out the sense of this intimation, 
his little friend Lysimachus, the artist, putting 
himself to pain to stand upon his tiptoe, and 
look intelligent, said, approaching as near as 
he could to Harpax's ear, <* Thou mayst trust 
me, gallant centurion, that this man of mould 
and muscle shall neither start like a babbling 
hound on a false scent, nor become mute and inert 
when the general signal is given. But tell me," 
said he, speaking very low, and for that purpose 
ttiounting a bench, which brought him on a level 
^vith the centurion's ear, ^< would it not have 
been better that a strong guard of the valiant 
Immortals had been placed in this wooden cita*" 
del, to ensure the object of the day ?" 

<^ Without question," said the centurion, '^ it 

was so meant; but these strolling Varangimis 

have altered their station of their own authority." 

« Were it not well," said Lysimachus, " that 

you, who are greatly more numerous than the 
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barbarians, should begin a fray before more of 
these strangers arrive ?' 

" Content ye, friend,^^ said the centurion, 
coldly, ^* we know our time. An attack com- 
menced too early would be worse than thrown 
away, nor would an opportunity occur of execu- 
ting our project in the fitting time, if an alarm 
were prematurely given at this moment." 

So saying, he shuffled off among his fellow 
soldiers, so as to avoid suspicious intercourse 
with such persons as were only concerned with 
the civic portion of the conspirators. 

As the morning advanced, and the sun took a 
higher station in the horizon, the various persons 
whom curiosity, or some more decided motive, 
brought to see the proposed combat, were seen 
streaming from different parts of the town, and 
rushing to occupy such accommodation as the 
circuit round the lists afforded them. In their 
road to tlie place where preparation for combat 
was made, they had to ascend a sort of cape, 
which, in the form of a small hill, projected 
into the Hellespont, and the but of which, con- 
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xiectki^ it with the shore^ afforded a 
able ascent, and of course a more commaad- 
ing view of the strait between Europe and 
Asia, than either the immediate vicinity of die 
eity, or the stiU lower ground upon which the 
Bsts were erected. In passing this height, the 
earlier visitants of the lists made little or no 
halt ; but- after a time, when it became obvious 
that those who had hurried forward to the place 
of combat were lingering there without any 
object or occupation, they that followed them 
in the same route, with natural curiosity, paid 
a tribute to the landscape, bestowing some atten- 
tion on its beauty, and paused to see what augu- 
ries could be collected from the water, which 
were likdy to have any concern in indicating 
the &te of the events that were to take places 
Some straggling seamen were the first who 
remarked that a squadron of the Greek small 
craft (being that of Tancred) were in the act of 
making their way from Asia, and tiireateningtte 
descent upon Constantinople. 

*^ It i» strange,'^ said a person^ by r»ak the 
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iSE^tain of a galley, ^^ that these small vessels, 
which were ordered to return to Constantinople 
as soon as they disembarked the Latins, should 
have remained so long at Scutari, and should 
not be rowing back to the imperial city nntil 
this time, on the second day after their departure 
from thence/* 

*^ I pray to Heaven,*' said anodier of the sam« 
profession, ^^that diese seamen may eome alone* 
It seems to me as if their ensign-stafis, bow^ 
sprits, and topmasts, were decorated witE the 
same ensigns, or nearly the same, with those 
which the Latins displayed upon them, when,^ 
by the Emperor's order, they were transported 
towards Palestine ; so methinks the voyage baek. 
again resembles that of a fleet of merchant tfes^ 
sels, who have been prevented from dischar^tig 
their cargo at the place of their destination/* 

*' There is little good," said one of the peli- 
tidans wh^m we formerly noticed, ^* in dealing 
with such eommo^ties, whether they are im* 
ported or exported. Yon ample banner whioh 
streams over the foremost galley, intfm&tes the 
presence of a chieftain of no small rank amon^ 
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the Counts, whether it be for valour or for 
nobility." 

The seafiuring leader added, with the voice of 
one who hints alarming tidings, ^< They seem to 
have got to a point in the straits as high as will 
enable them to run down with the tide, and clear 
the cape which we stand on, although with what 
purpose they aim to land so close beneath the 
walls of the city, he is a wiser man than I who 
pretends to determine." 

" Assuredly," returned his comrade, '^ the in- 
tention is not a kind one. The wealth of the 
city has temptations to a poor people, who only 
value the iron which they possess as affording 
them the means of procuring the gold which 
they covet" 

" Ay, brother," answered Demetrius the po- 
litician, ^^ but see you not, lying at anchor within 
this bay which is formed by the cape, and at 
the very point where these heretics are likely to 
be carried by the tide, six strong vessels, having 
the pow^r of sending forth, not merely showers 
of darts and arrows, but of Grecian fire, as it is 
called, from their hollow decks ? If these Frank 
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gentry continue directing their course upon tLe 
Imperial city, being, as they are, 



-* propago 



Contemptrix Superum san^, saevsquc ayidissima csdtSy 
Et violenta ;*• 

we shall speedily see a combat better worth wit- 
nessing than that announced by the great trum- 
pet of the Varangians. K you love me, let us 
sit down here for a moment, and see how this 
matter is to end." 

" An excellent motion, my ingenious friend," 
said Lascaris, which was the name of the other 
citizen ; " but, bethink you, shall we not be in 
danger from the missiles with which the auda- 
cious Latins will not £eu1 to return the Greek 
fire, if, according to your conjecture, it shall be- 
poured upon them by the Imperial squadron ?*' 

^< That is not ill argued, my friend," said De* 
metrius ; *^ but know that you have to do with 
a man who has been in such extremities before 
now; and if such a discharge should open from 
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die sea, I would propose to you to step back 
some fifty yards inland, and thus to interpose^ 
tte very crest of the cape between us and the 
discharge of missiles ; a mere child might thus 
learn to face them without any alarm/' 

'^ You are a wise man, neighbour/' said LacK 
caris, '< and possess such a mixture of vakrar 
and knowledge as becomes a man whom a friend! 
might be supposed safely to risk his life with. 
There be those, for instance, who cannot show 
you the sliglitest glimpse of what is going on, 
without bringing you within peril of your life ; 
whereas you, my worthy friend Demetrius, 
between your accurate knowledge of military 
affidrs, and your regard for your friend, are sure 
to show him all that is to be seen without the 
least risk to a person, who is naturally unwilling 
to think of e3q)osing himself to injury. — But, 
Holy Virgin ! what is ihe meaning of that red 
flag which the Greek Admiral has t^is instant 
hoisted?' 

" Why, you see, neighbour," answered De- 
metrius, " yonder western heretic continues to 
advance without minding the various signs which 



osr Adttdrai has ifiiftde' to him^ to desnt^ aad new 
he* hoists die bloody colours, as if a man should 
deneh his fist and say, If you persevere in your 
uncivil intention, I will do so and so.'' 

^' By St Sophia," said Lascaris, ^* and that is 
giving him fair warning; But what is it the 
Imperial Admiral is about to do ?" 

^ Run ! run ! friend Lascaris," said Deme* 
ttiusr, ^* or you will see more of that than par-* 
ehaneeyott have any curiosity for/* 

Accordingly, to add the strength of example 
to precept, Demetrius himself girt up his loins^ 
smd retreated with the most edifying speed to l^e 
opposite side of the ridge, accompanied by the 
greater part of Ac crowd j who had tarried' there 
to witness the contest which the newsmonger pro^ 
mised, and were determined to take his word for 
their own safety. The sound and sight which 
had alarmed Demetrius, was the discharge- of a 
large portion of Greek fire^ which perhaps may 
be best compared to one of those immense Con- 
greve rockets of the present day, which takes on 
its shoulders a* small grapnel or anchor, and pro- 
ceeds groaning tfarougk the air^ like a fiend over^^ 
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burdekied by the mandate of some inexorable ma- 
gician, and of wbicb the operation was so terri- 
fying, that the crews of the vessels attacked by 
this strange weapon frequently forsook every 
means of defence, and run themselves ashore. 
One of the principal ingredients of this dreadful 
£re was supposed to be- naphtha, or the bitumen 
which is collected on the banks of the Dead Sea, 
and which, when in a state of ignition, could only 
be extinguished by a very singular mixture, and 
which it was not likely to come in contact with. 
It produced a tliick smoke and loud explosion, 
and was capable, says Gibbon, of communicating 
its flames with equal vehemence in descent or 
lateral progress. In sieges, it was poured from 
the ramparts, or launched, like our bombs, in 
redhot balls of stone or iron, or it was darted in 
flax twisted round arrows and in javelins. It 
was considered as a state secret of the greatest 
importance ; and for wellnigh four centuries it 
was unknown to the Mahometans. But at length 
the composition was discovered by the Saracens, 
.and used by them for repelling the Crusaders^ 
.and overpowering the Greeks, upon whose side 
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it had at one time been the most formidable im-* 
plement of defence. Some exaggeration we 
must allow for a barbarous period; but there 
seems no doubt that the general description of 
the crusader Joinville should be admitted as cor- 
rect : — " It came flying through the air," says 
that good knight, <^ like a winged dragon, about 
the thickness of a hogshead, with the report of 
thunder and the speed of lightning, and the dark- 
ness of the night was dispelled by this horrible 
illumination." 

Not only the bold Demetrius and his pupil 
Lascaris, but all the crowd whom they influ- 
enced, fled manfully when the commodore of 
the Greeks fired the first discharge ; and as the 
other vessels in the squadron followed his exam- 
ple, the hearens were filled with the unusual 
and outrageous noise, while the smoke was so 
thick as to darken the very air. As the fugitives 
passed the crest of the hill, they saw the seaman, 
whom we formerly mentioned as a spectator, 
snugly reclining under cover of a dry ditch, 
where he managed so as to secure himself as far 
as possible from any accident. He could not. 
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lioweyer, omit breaking his jest on the politi*- 
cians; 

« What, ho !" he cried, " my good ftiends*'^ 
mathout raising himself above' the eonnt^Tsearp^ 
of his diteh, <<'will you not remain upon yoar 
station Itag-enonghr to finish that hope&il lecture 
upon batde' by sea^ and land, which you had so- 
happy an opportunity of commencing ? Beliero. 
me, the noise is more alarmihgtfaanhuilfal ;* the 
fire is- all pointed in a direction opposite to yoiix%> 
and if one of those dragons which you see does 
happen to fly landward instead' of seaward^ it. is 
but" die misftflire of some eabib^-boy, wh» has^ 
used his linstock widi more willingness* than 
ability/* 

Demetrius and Lascaris just heard enough of 
liie naval hero's harangue, to acquaint" diem' mdi. 
the new danger with which theymight be assailed 
by the possible misdirection of the weapons, andy 
mining down towards the lists at the head of a 
crowd half desperate with fear^ they hastily 
props^ated the appalling news, that the Latins 
were coming back from Asia with liie purpose 
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of landing' in amis, pillaging, and burning thfi: 
city. 

The uproar, in the meantime, of this nnex* 
peeted occurrence, was such as altogether to 
vindicate, in public opinion^ the reported caase^ 
however exaggerated. The thunder of ft« 
Greek fire came successively, one hard upon tke 
other^ and each, in its turn, spread a blot of 
black smoke upon the face of the landscape, 
which, thickened by so many snceedsive cloads^ 
seemed at last, like that raised by a sustained 
fire of modem artillery, to overshadow lie wkole 
horizon. 

The small squadron of Tancred were- com^ 
pletely hid from view in the surging volumes of 
darkness, which the breath of iiie weapons of tibe 
enemy had spread around him ; and it seemed by 
a red light, which began to show itself among the 
thickest of the veil of darkness, that one of the 
flotilla at least had caught fire. Yet the Latitt 
resisted, willi an obstinacy worthy of their own 
courage, and the feme of tieir celebrated leadter; 
Some advantage they had, on account of dieir 
small size, and their lowness in the watery as weil 
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as the clouded state of the atmosphere, which 
rendered them diiBcult marks for the fire of the 
Greeks. 

To increase these advantages, Tancred, as well 
by boats as by the kind of rude signals made 
use of at that period, dispersed orders to his 
fleet, that each bark, disregarding the fate of the 
others, should press forward individually, and 
that the men from each should be put on shore 
wheresoever and howsoever they could effect 
that manoeuvre. Tancred himself set a noble 
example ; he was on board a stout vessel, fenced 
in some degree against the effect of the Greek 
fire by being in a great measure covered with 
raw hides, which hides had also been recently 
steeped in water. This vessel contained up- 
wards of a hundred valiant warriors, several of 
them of knightly order, who had all night toiled 
at the humble labours of the oar, and now in the 
morning applied. their chivalrous hands to the 
arblast and to the bow, which were in general 
accounted the weapons of persons of a lower 
rank. Thus armed, and thus manned. Prince 
Tancred bestowed upon his bark the full velocity 
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which wind, and tide, and oar, could enable her 
to obtain, and placing her in the situation to pro- 
fit by them as much as his maritime skill could 
direct, he drove with the speed of lightning 
among the vessels of Lemnos, plying on either 
side, bows, crossbows, javelins, and military 
missiles of every kind, with the greater advantage 
that the Greeks, trusting to their artificial fire, 
had omitted arming themselves with other wea- 
pons ; so that when the valiant Crusader bore 
down on them with so much fury, repaying the 
terrors of their fire with a storm of bolts and 
arrows no less formidable, they began to feel 
that their own advantage was much less than 
they had supposed, and that, like most other 
dangers, the maritime fire of the Greeks, when 
undauntedly confronted, lost at least one-half of 
its terrors. The Grecian sailors, too, when they 
observed the vessels approach so near, filled witli 
the steel-clad Latins, began to shrink from a con- 
test to be maintained hand to hand with so ter- 
rible an enemy. 

By degrees, smoke began to issue from the 
sides of the great Grecian argosie, and the voice 
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of Tancred announced to liis soldiers that the 
Grecian Admiral's vessel had taken fire, owing to 
Hegligenee in the management of the means of 
destruction she possessed, and that all they had 
BOW to do was to maintain such a distance as to 
anroid sharing her fate. Sparkles and flashes o£ 
fiame were next seen leaping from place to place^ 
on board of the great hulk, as if the element had 
had the sense and purpose of spreading widec 
&e consternation, and disabling the few who still 
paid attention to the commands of dieir Admiral, 
and endeavoured to extinguish the fire. The 
consciousness of the combustible nature of the 
freight began to add despair to terror ; from the 
boltHsprit, the rigging, the yards, the sides, and 
every part of the vessel, the unfortunate crew 
were seen dropping themselves, to exchange £ar 
tJie most part a watery death for one by die more 
dreadAil agency of fire. The crew of Tancred'an 
bark, ceasing, by that generous prince's Gowe- 
mands, to offer any additional annoyance to an^ 
enemy who was at once threatened by the perils' 
of the oeean and of conflagration, ran their ves- 
sel ashore in a smooth part of the boy, and jump«-^ 
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ing* into tlie sballow sea^ made tie land witlMmt 
diftculty; many of their steeds beings, by the 
exertkms of the owners, and the docility of the 
animals, brought ashore at the same time witik 
their masters. Their commander lost no time in 
fi>rming their serried ranks into a phalanx of 
lancers, few indeed at firs^ but perpetsally in- 
creasing as ship after ship of the Httle flotilla ran 
ashore, or having mci'e d<eKberateIy moored their 
barks, lianded dieir men, and joined their com-* 
panions. 

The cloud which had been raised by the con- 
flict was now driven to leeward before the wmd, 
and the strait exhibited only the relics of the 
combat. Here tossed upon the billows the scat- 
tered and bidden remains of one or two of the 
Latin vessels which had been burnt at the eom*> 
mencement of l&e combat, though their arews, 
by the exertions of their comrades, had in gene- 
ral been saved. Lower down were seen the 
remaining five vessels of the Lemnos squadron^ 
holding a disorderly and dfficult retreat, with 
the purpose e( gaining the harbour of Constan- 
tinople. In the place so late the scene of com 
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bat, lay moored the hulk of the Grecian Admi* 
ral, burnt to the water's edge, and still sending 
forth a black smoke from its scathed beams and 
planks. The flotilla of Tancred, busied in dis- 
charging its troops, lay irregularly scattered 
along the bciy, the men making ashore as they 
could, and taking their course to join the stand- 
ard of their leader. Various black substances 
floated on the surface of the water, nearer, or 
more distant to the shore ; some proved to be the 
wreck of the vessels which had been destroyed, 
and others, more ominous still, the lifeless bodies 
of mariners who had fallen in the conflict. 

The standard had been borne ashore by the 
Prince's favourite page, Ernest of Apulia, so 
soon as the keel of Tancred's galley had grazed 
upon the sand* It was then pitched on the top 
of that elevated cape between G>nstantinople 
and the lists, where Lascaris, Demetrius, and 
other gossips, had held their station at the com- 
mencement of the engagement, but from which 
all had fled, between the mingled dread of the 
Greek fire and the missiles of the Latin crusaders. 
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CHAPTER VL 

Sheathed in complete armour, and support- 
ing with his right hand the standard of his 
iatherS) Tancred remained with his handful of 
warriors like so many statues of steel, expecting 
some sort of attack from the Grecian party which 
had occupied the lists, or from the numbers whom 
the city gates began now to pour forth — soldiers 
some of them, and others citizens, many of whom 
were arrayed as if for conflict. These persons^ 
alarmed by the various accounts which were 
given of the combatants, and the progress of the 
fight, rushed towards the standard of Prince 
Tancred, with the intention of beating it to the 
earth, and dispersing the guards who owed it 
homage and defence. But if the reader shall 
have happened to have ridden at any time 
through a pastoral country, with a dog of a noble 
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race following hini) he must have remarked, in 
the deference ultimately paid to the high-bred 
animal by the shepherd's cur as he crosses the 
lonely glen, of which the latter conceives himself 
the lord and guardian, something very similar to 
the demeanour of the incensed Greeks, when 
they approached near to the little band of Franks. 
At the first symptom of the intruMon of a stran- 
ger, the dog of the shepherd starts from his slum- 
bers, nskd rushes towards the noble intruder with 
a dLamorous declar^on of war ; but when tbe 
diminution of distance between them shows to 
the aggressor the size and strengtli e£ his oppo- 
neat, he becomes like a cruiser, who, in acliase^ 
has, to his suiprise and alarm, found two tier of 
guuB opposed to him instead of one. He haks 
—suspends his damonous yelping, and, in fine, 
ingloriously retreats to his master, with all the 
dishonourable marks of posxtively declining the 
combat. 

. It was in this manner tJmt th6 i^oops of the 
noisy Greeks, with much hallooing and many a 
boastful siioiit, hastened both from the town and 
from the Usts, wiik the apparent intention of 
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tiweej^ug from iihe field the few eompanioiis of 
Tancred. As they advanced, however, withia 
^e power of remarking the calm and regular 
order of those men who had landed, and arranged 
idiesBS^ves under thk noble dhiioftain's banner^ 
their minds were altogether changed as to the 
iiesolution of instant combat ; their advance be- 
««ne aa u«certam aad staggering gaiti their 
lieads were more fpeqaently turned back to the 
p«iat &»m which they came, than toward* the 
enemy; and their ideslre to provoke an instant 
seu£3e vanisked totally, wken theve did not ap- 
p^ur the les^ symptom that their opponents 
cared about the matter. 

It^ded to the extreme oonfideiioe with which 
the Latiss k^t their ground, that they were 
receiving fiequent, though small reinforo^ments 
fina their comrades, who were laadkig by de- 
tachments all along the beach; and that, in the 
MBcse of a shcurt honr, their amoiiiit had been 
raised, onhoisebadLaiidlbot, to aaombec, allow- 
ing lor a few easuakies, m^ much less than that 
which set sail from Setttad. 

Another reassa why the Latins lemaiaed 
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assailed, was certainly the indisposition of th^ 
two principal armed parties on shore to enter 
into a quarrel with them. The guards of every 
kind, who were faithful to the Emperor, and 
more especially the Varangians, had their orders 
to remain firm at their posts, some in the lists» 
and others at various places of rendezvous in 
Constantinople, where their presence was neces* 
sary to prevent the effects of the sudden insur^ 
rection which Alexius knew to be meditated 
against him. These therefore made no hostile 
demonstration towards the band of Latins, nor 
was it the purpose of the Emperor they should 
do so. 

On the other hand, the greater part of the 
Immortal Guards, and those citizens who were 
prepared to play a part in the conspiracy, had 
been impressed by the agents of the deceased 
Agelastes with the opinion, that this band of 
Latins, commanded by Tancred, the relative of 
Bohemond, had been dispatched by the latter to 
their assistance. These men,*^therefore, stood 
still, and made no attempt to guide or direct 
the popular efforts of such as inclined to attack 
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rt&ese unexpected visitors; iii which purpose, 
therefore, no very great party were united, while 
tlie majority were willing enough to find an apo- 
Jogy for remaining quiet 

i In the meantime, the Emperor, firom his pa- 
lace of Blacquernal, observed what passed upon 
vthe straits, and beheld his navy from Lemnos 
totally foiled in their attempt, by means of the 
.Greek fire, to check the intended passage of 
Tancred and his men. He had no sooner seen* 
'the leading ship of this squadron begin to beacon 
-the darkness with its own fire, than the Emperor 
.&rmed a secret resolution to disown the unfor^ 
innate Admiral, and make peace with the Latins, 
if that should be absolutely necessary, by sending 
them his head. He had hardly, therefore, iseen 
the flames burst forth, and the rest of the vessek 
-retreat from their moorings, than in his own 
mind, the doom of the unfortunate Phraortes^ 
for such was the name of the Admiral, was s^ed 
dnd sealed. 

» Achilles Tatius, at the same instant, deter* 
^mining to keep a close eye upon the Emperoi^ at 

. VOL. ni. F 
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liuB important crifiSs, eame precipitately into tbe 
l^tdaee, witL aa i^pearanee of great alann. 

. ^ My Lord I — ^my Imperial Lord { I am iii»- 

happy to be the messenger of such unlucky newi.. 

Imt die ha&m hare in great numbers succeeded 
:in erossing the strait from SctttarL HioLemnas 
-BqpHubon aadeiToured to stcq[> them, as was last 
jdght determined upon in the Imperial CouncH. 
.of War. By a heaTy disdiaige of the Greet: 
:fira» 4Mms ar turo of Hie cnisaden' Tessels were 
jusmsumad, but by tut the greater number of 
'A&m pushed on their course, burnt tike leadin|^ 
•Mp of the uB&rtunate Pkraortesy and it Is 
^jMtMM^ly reported he has himself peririiedy with 
^fattOBt all his men. The rest hare cut tbefr 
erides, mid abandoned the defence of the passage 
«f the Hellespont" 

' ^ And yott, Achilles Tatius/' said the Empe* 
Mr, ^ with what purpose is it that you now 
hting me this melandioly news, at averted so 
late when I cannot amend the conseqfuences ?". 
^^ Under fitvour, most gracious Emperor/' re- 
Op&tA the eonspitator, not without colouring and 
stammering, << such was not my intention — I 



^X>VKT BOBERT OF PA1tI& 128 

heA hoped to submit a pkn, by wLich I miglit 
easily bave prepared the way for correeting this 
little error/' 

** Well, your plan, sir ?" said tiie Emperor 
Ayly, 

^ With your sacred Majesty's leare/' said 
tlie Acolyte, *^ I would myself hare undertaken 
instantly to lead against this Tanered and his 
Italians the battle-axes of the &ithfiil Varangian 
guard, who will make no more account of the 
small number of Franks who ha^e come adbore, 
than the farmer holds of the hordes of rats and 
mice, and such like misddevous vennjn» who 
ha^e harboured in his gnmaries." 

^ And what mean you,'* said the Emperor, 
** that I am to do, while my Anglo-Saxoitfi fight 
for my sake ?** 

^< Your Majesty," s^pHed Achilles, iiot ex- 
actly satisfied with the dry and caustic manner 
' in which the Emperor addressed him, ^^ may put 
yourself at tiie head of tiie Immortal cohorts of 
' Constantinople ; and I am your security, tiiltt 
you may eitiier perfect the yictory over the L41- 
tim^ or at least redeem tiie mo9t distant chaa^ 
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of a defeat, by advancing at the head of this 
choice body of domestic troops, should the day 
appear doubtful.'' 

** You, yourself, Achilles Tatius," returned 
the Emperor, ^^ have repeatedly assured us, that 
these Immortals retain a perverse attachment to 
4>ur rebel Ursel. How is it, then, you would 
have us intrust our defence to these bands, when 
we have engaged our valiant Varangians in the 
proposed conflict with the flower of the western 
army? — Did you think of this risk, Sir Follow- 
er?' 

Achilles Tatius, much alarmed at an intima- 
tion indicative of his purpose being known, an- 
swered, '^ that in his haste he had been more 
anxious to recommend the plan which should 
expose his own person to the greater danger, 
than that perhaps wUch was most attended with 
personal safety to his Imperial Master." 

'^ I thank you for so doing," said the Empe- 
ror ; <* you have anticipated my wishes, though 
it is not in my power at present to follow the 
advice you have given me. I would have been 
well contented, undoubtedly, had the^e LattQS 
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Pleasured their way oyer the strait again, as 
^ggested by last night's council ; but since 
they have arrived, and stand embattled on our 
shores, it is better that we pay them with money 
and with spoil, than with the lives of our gallant 
subjects. We cannot, after all, believe that 
they come with any serious intentioq of doing 
Us injury ; it is but the insane desire of witness* 
ing feats of battle and single combat, which is to 
Aem the breath of their nostrils, that can have 
impelled them to this partial countermarch, I 
impose upon you, Achilles Tatius, combining 
the Proto-spathaire in the same commission with 
you, the duty of riding up to yonder standard, 
tod learning of their chief, called the Prince 
Tancred, if he is there in person, the purpose of 
hiis return, and the cause of his entering into 
debate with Phraortes and the Lemnos squadron. 
If they send us any reasonable excuse, we shall 
Hot be averse to receive it at their hands ; for we 
have not made so many sacrifices for the pre- 
servation of peace, to break forth into war, if, 
after all, so great an evil can be avoided. Thou 
wilt receive, therefore, with a candid and com- 
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placent miiKl^ suck ap(^ogieft ai» they may i 
to bring forward; amd, be assured, that the si 
of this puppetHshow of a single combat, will be 
enough of itself to banish erery other eoiisider»<» 
tion firom the reflection of these giddy crusaders." 
A luuK^ was at this moment heard at the door 
of the Emperor's apartment ; and upon the wcnrd 
being given to enter, the Proto^spathaire made 
his appearance. He was arrayed in a splendid: 
suit of ancient Roman-fashioned armour. The 
want of a visor left his countenance entirely 
visible ; which, pale and anxious as it was, did 
not well become the martial crest and dancing 
plume with' which it was decorated. He received 
ihe commission already mentioned widi the less 
alacrity, because the Acolyte was added to him 
as his colleague; for, as the reader may have 
observed, these two officers were of separate &e* 
tions in the army, and on indifferent terms with 
each other. Neither did the Acolyte consider 
his being united in commission with the Proto- 
spathaire, as a mark either of the Emperor'a con- 
fidence, or of bis own safety. He was, however, 
in the meantime^ in the Blacqi«emal» where Ih^ 
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daves of tke inteiioflr suide mot the least hesitfr* 
tkm, when ordered^ to execule any oflker of the 
eourt* The two generab had, therefore, n^ 
other alteraatiTe, than that wUdk is aUowed to 
two greyhoonds who are reluctantly eonpled to* 
gether* The h<qie of AchiUes Tatins WM, that 
he might get safely through his misaion to Taa» 
ered, after which he thought the suceessfal ex« 
ploaion of the conspiracy might take place and 
have its coarse^ either as a matter deured and 
eonntenanced by thoee Latins, or passed o^er aa 
a thing in which they took no interest on either 
side. 

By the parting order of the Emperor, they 
were to mount on horsebadk at the sounding of 
Ihe great Varai^ian trumpet, put themselTes at 
the head of those Anglo-Saxon guards in the 
eoort-yard of their beiiack, and await the Ebqh 
peror's farther ordera 

There was something in this arrangement 
which pressed hard cm the conscience of Achilles 
Tatfais, yet he was at a loss to justify his apfHr^ 
hensions to himself, unleilsifirMiaconseioaiiifeel* 
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iiig of Lis own g^ilt He felt, howeyer^ that in 
being detained, under pretence of an honour- 
able mission, at the head of the Varangians, he 
was deprived of the liberty of disposing of him- 
self, by which he had hoped to communicate with 
the Csesar and Hereward, whom he reckoned, 
upon as his active accomplices, not knowing that 
the first was at this moment a prisoner in the 
Blacquernal, where Alexius had arrested him iix 
the apartments of the Empress, and that the 
second was the most important support of Com- 
nenus during the whole of that eventful day. 

When the gigantic trumpet of the Varangian 
guards sent forth its deep signal through the city, 
the Proto-spathaire hurried Achilles along with 
him to the rendezvous of the Varangians, and 
on the way said to him, in an easy and indifferent 
tone, ^^ As the Emperor is in the field in person, 
you, his representative, or Follower, will of 
course transmit no orders to the body-guard, 
except such as shall receive their origin from 
himself, so that you will consider your authority^ 
as this day suspended.'' 
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1 << I regret," said Acbillesi ^' tbat there should 
have seemed any cause for such precautions; 
I had hoped my own truth and fidelity — ^but — 
I am obsequious to his Imperial pleasure in all 
things." 

^' Such are his orders," said the other officer, 
^^ and you know under what penalty obedience 
is enforced." 

^^ If I did not," said Achi^es, ^^ the composi- 
tion of this body of guards would remind me, 
since it comprehends not only great part of those 
Varangians, who are the immediate defenders of 
the Emperor's throne, but those slaves of the inte- 
rior, who are the executioners of his pleasure." 

To this the Froto-spathaire returned no an- 
swer, while the more closely the Acolyte looked 
upon the guard which attended, to the unusual 
number of nearly three thousand men, the more 
had he reason to believe that he might esteem 
himself fortunate, if, by the intervention of either 
the Caesar, Agelastes, or Hereward, he could 
pass to the conspirators a signal to suspend the 
intended explosion, which seemed to be pro- 
vided against by the Emperor with unusual cau-» 

f2 
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tioiu He would hare given the fall dream of 
empire, with wludi ke had been lor a shett tima 
luUed asleep, to laiTe seen but a glimpae of die 
azure plane of Mcephorus, due wUte maatle of 
the philosopher, or even a glimmer of Here. 
wardTa battle-axe* No such objects could be 
seen any where, and not a little waa the faidiless 
Follower displeased to see that whidterer way 
he turned his eyes, those of the PlrotiHipatbah'e, 
bat especially of the trusty domestie officers of 
the empire^ seemed to £qUow and watch tb^ 
occupation* 

' Amidst the numerous soldiers whom he sanr 
on all sides, his eye did not reeoginse a singla 
man with whom he could exdiange a friendly 
or confidential glance^ and he stood in aH that 
agony rf terror, which is veuiered the more dis- 
comfiting, because the trmtor is cmscioiis that^ 
beset by various foes, his own fears are the most 
likely of all to betray him. Internally, as tike 
danger seemed to increase, and aa his* alarmed 
imagination attempted to discern new reasesn 
for it, he could only condude that either one of 
the three principal conspirators, oi at leafiA sooae 
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of the inferiors, had turned informers ; and hi9 
doubt was, whether he should not screen his own 
share of what had been premeditated, by fling- 
ing himself at the feet of the Emperor, and 
making a full eonfession.^ But still the fear of 
)>eing premature in having recourse to such a 
base means of saving himself,, joined to the ab- 
sence of the Emperor, united to keep within his 
lips a seiaret^ which coneei^d not eoly bU bis 
fdtore fbrtones, but life itself. He WM in th^ 
meantime^ therefbte, plmiged as h weie in a 8«« 
of troaUe and lUMertttAty, while the sgeekA o£ 
land» which seemed td* promise him refogje, were 
dSfltanty diady seen, and extremely difficult e£ 
alifayinment- 
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CHAPTER VII. 

To-morrow — oK, tliat^s sudden ! Spare Kim, spare Mm ; 
fie*8 not prepared to die. 

Shakspeaae. 

At the moment when Achilles Tatius, with a 
feeling of much insecurity, awaited the unwind- 
uig of the perilous skein of state polities, a pri^ 
vate council of the Imperial family was held in 
the hall termed the Temple of the Muses^ re-^ 
peatedly distinguished as the apartment in which 
the Princess Anna Comnena was wont to make 
her evening recitations to those who were per- 
mitted the honour of hearing prelections of her 
history. The council consisted of the Empress 
Irene, the Princess herself, and the Emperor, 
with the Patriarch of the Greek church as a sort 
of mediator between a course of severity and a 
dangerous degree of lenity. 

" Tell not me, Irene," said the Emperor, " of 
tke fine things attached to the praise of mercy. 
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Here have I sacrificed my jast revenge over my 
rival Ursel, and wliat good do I obtain by it? 
Why, the old obstinate man, instead of beings 
tractable, and sensible of the generosity which 
has spared his Ufe and eyes, can be with diffi- 
culty brought to exert himself in favour of the 
Prince to whom he owes them. I used to think 
that eyesight and the breath of Ufe were things 
which one would preserve at any sacrifice ; but^ 
on the contrary, I now believe men value them 
like mere toys. Talk not to me, therefore, of 
the gratitude to be excited by saving this un-^ 
grateful cub ; and believe me, girl," turning to 
Anna, ^* that not only will all my subjects, should 
I follow your advice, laugh at me for sparing a 
man so predetermined to work my ruin, but even 
ihou thyself wilt be the first to upbraid me with 
the foolish kindness thou art now so anxious to 
extort from me," 

" Your Imperial pleasure then," said the Pa- 
triarch, << is fixed that your unfortunate son-in- 
law shall suffer death for his accession to this 
conspiracy, deluded by that heathen villain Age- 
laates, and the traitorous Achilles Tatius ?" 



IdA COUNT BOBC&T 0> FAKJS«. 

<< Such 18 my purpose," said the EmperiMr; 
^ and in evidence that I mean not again ta past 
oyer a sentence of this kind with a seemii^ ex^ 
cutimi only, aa in the case of Ursel, this iui<- 
giateful trsdtor of oora shall be led from the txnj^ 
of tlie staiFcase, or ladder of Aeherbii^ as it is 
called, through the large chamber named l^e 
hall of judgment, at the upper end of which ure 
arranged the a{^aratus for execution, by wliich 
I swear" 

'< Swear not at all !" said the Patriardi; '< I 
forbid thee, in the name of that Heaven whose 
voice (though unw<MPthy) speaka in my pers^uiy 
to quench the smddng flax, or destroy the slight 
hope which there may remain, that you may 
finally be persuaded to alter your purpose re» 
specting your misg^iided S0D*in-law, within the 
qmee allotted to him to sue £or your mercy* 
Remember, I pray you, the remorse of Constaoa-* 
tine." 

" What meaira your reverence ?' said Irene;. 

" A trifle," replfed the Emperor, " not wor* 
thy being quoted from such a mouth as the Fkp* 
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^dbircl/iE^ leiiiga as it probaUy isy at zelift of pagaA- 

km." 

^ What is it ?' exckinted the fesEiaks aa- 
ziously, ID Ae hope of hearing somethiitg whidi 
■li^it atrengtbexi their tide of the argumesL^ 
and somethiBg mored,. perhaps, by euiosity, m 
sioti¥e whidi seldom slmobers in a female bosoiOy 
eren whoa, the stronger passions are in armsi*^ 

^ The Patriarch will teU yoV answered 
Alexius ^ since you must needs know ;. dioi^hy 
I promise you, yon will not receive any assistp- 
ance in yonr argument from a silly legendary 

tale..'' 

^ Hear it,. horweTer," said the Patdareh ; ^^ for 
tiiougk it is a tale of the olden time,, and some- 
times supposed to refer ta the pesiod when hear 
Ijhenisim pr edooninated^ it is no less true, diat it 
was a vow nneide and registered in the chancery 
of the rightful Deity, by an Emperor of Greece. 

*^ What I am now to relate to you,'' continued 
he,- ^^ is, in truth,, a tale not only of a ChrristiaD 
Emper«»r, but of him who made the whole empire 
Onistian ; and of that very Con^antine, who 
was also the first who declared Constantinople 
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to be tbe metropolis of the empire* This hero» 
remarkable alike for his zeal for religion and for 
his warlike achievements, was crowned by Heaven 
with repeated victory, and with all manner 6£ 
blessings, save that unity in his family whicL 
wise men are most ambitious to possess. Not only 
was the blessing of concord among brethren 
denied to the fiunily of this triumphant Emperor^ 
but a deserving son of mature age, who had been 
supposed to aspire to share the throne with hi& 
father, was suddenly, and at midnight, called, 
upon to enter his defence against a capital charge 
of treason. You will readily excuse my refer- 
ring to the arts by which the son was rendered 
guilty in the eyes of the father. Be it enough, 
to say, that the unfortunate young man fell a 
victim to the guilt of his stepmother, Fausta^ 
and that he disdained to exculpate himself from 
a charge so gross and so erroneous. It is said^. 
that the aiiger of the Emperor was kept up 
against his son by the sycophants who called 
upon Constantine to observe that the culprit dis- 
dained even to supplicate for mercy, or vindicate 
bis innocence from so foul a charge. 
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•' << But the death-blow had no sooner struck 
the innocent youth, than his father obtained proof 
of the rashness with which he had acted. He 
had at this period been engaged in constructing 
the subterranean parts of the Blacquemal palace, 
which his reniiorse appointed to contain a record 
of his paternal gprief and remorse* At the upper 
part of the staircase, called the Pit of Acheron, 
he caused to be constructed a large chamber, 
still called the Hall of Judgment, for the pur^ 
pose of execution. A passage through an arch-» 
way in the upper wall leads from the hall to the 
place of misery, where the axe, or other engine, 
is disposed for the execution of state prisoners 
of consequence. Over this archway was placed 
a species of marble altar, surmounted by aa 
image of the unfortunate Crispus — the materials 
were gold, and it bore the memorable inscrip-> 

tion, To MY SON, WHOM I RASHLY CONDEMNED, 

AND TOO HASTILY EXECUTED. Whcu Construct- 
ing this passage, Constantine made a vow, that 
he himself and his posterity, being reigning Em-^ 
perors, would stand beside the statue of Crispus, 
at the time when any individual of their family 
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shoiiki be led to exeeatum, and be£nre they mf- 
fered him to paw from die Hall of JFa%raeiit to 
the Chamber of Death, that the j shoitkl them<« 
aelres be personallj Gonyinced of the truth ci 
the charge under which he anffered* 

^* Time rolled on — the memory of Constaiw 
tine was remembered almost like that of a nint^ 
and the respect paid to it threw into idifidow the 
anecdote of his son's death. The ezigeneies of 
the state rendered it difficult to ke^ so large a 
sum in specie invested in a statue, which called 
to mind the unpleasant &ilings of so great m 
man. Your Imperial Highnesses predecessonr 
applied the metal which formed the statue to 
support the Turkish wars ; and the remorse and 
penance of Constantine died away in an obscure 
tradition of the church or of the palace. Stilly 
however, unless your Imperial Majesty has stroi^ 
reasons to the contrary, I should give it as my 
opinion, that you will hardly addeve what is due 
to the memory of the greatest of your predeceo- 
sors, unless you give this imfortunate eriminal^ 
being so near a relation of your own,, an oppor- 
tanity of pleading his cause before passing by 
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tbe altar of refiige; heiikg the name which ia 
Qomnumly given to the monument of the unfor- 
tunate Critpus, son of Constantine, although 
now depriired both of the golden letters which 
oompoBed the inscription^ and the golden image 
which represented the royal sufferer." 
. A mournful piece of music was now heard to 
ascend the stair so often mentioned. 

^^ If I must hear the Caesar Nicephorus Bri- 
ennius, ere he pass the altar of refuge, there 
must be no loss of time/' said the Emperor ; 
^^ for these melancholy soimds announce that he 
has already approached the Hall of Judgment." 

Both the Imperial ladies began instantly, with 
the utmost earnestness, to deprecate the execu- 
tion of the Caesar's doom, and to conjure Alexius^ 
as he hoped for quiet in his household, and the 
everlasting gratitude of his wife and daughter^ 
that he would listen to their entreaties in behalf 
of an unfortunate man,, who had been seduced 
into guilt, but not from his heart* 

<^ I will at least see him," said the Emperor, 
*^ and the hcdy vow of Constantine shall be ia 
the present instance strictly observed. But re<* 
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member, you foolish women, that the state of 
Crispus and the present Csesar, is as different as 
guilt from innocence, and that their fates, there* 
fore, may be justly decided upon opposite prin- 
ciples, and with opposite results. But I will 
confront this criminal ; and you. Patriarch, may 
be present to render what help is in your power 
to a dying man ; for you, the wife and mother 
of the criminal, you will, methinks, do well to 
retire to the church, and pray God for the soul 
of the deceased, rather than disturb his last mo* 
ments with unavailing lamentations.'' 

** Alexius," said the Empress Irene, ** I be- 
seech you to be contented ; be assured that we 
will not leave you in this do^ed humour of 
blood-shedding, lest you make such materials for 
history as are fitter for the time of Nero than of' 
Constantine." 

The Emperor, without reply, led the way into 
the Hall of Judgment, where a much stronger' 
light than usual was already shining up the stair 
of Acheron, from which were heard to sound, by 
sullen and intermitted fits, the penitential psalms 
which the Greek church has appointed to be 
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song at exectttions. Twenty mute slaves, the 
pale colour of whose turbans gave a ghastly look 
to the withered cast of their features, and the 
glaring whiteness of their eyeballs, ascended two 
by two, as it were firom the bowels of the earth, 
isach of them bearing in one hand a naked sabre, 
and in the other a lighted torch. After these 
came the unfortunate Nicephorus; his looks 
were those of a man half-dead from the terror of 
immediate dissolution, and what he possessed of 
remaining attention, was turned alternately to 
two black-stoled monks, who were anxiously 
repeating religious passages to him alternately 
from the Greek scripture, and the form of devd-* 
tion adopted by the court of Constantinople. The 
Caesar's dress also corresponded to his moum-> 
fyl fortunes : His legs and arms were bare, and 
a simple white tunic, the neck of which was al- 
ready open, showed tliat he had assumed the gar- 
ments which were to serve his last turn. A tall 
muscular Nubian slave, who considered himself 
obviously as the principal person in the proces- 
sion, bore on his shoulder a large heavy heads* 
^an's axe, and, like a demon waiting on a sor- 
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cerer, stalked step for step after his yictim. The 
rear of the procession was closed by a band «f 
foor priests, each of whom chanted from time 
to time tiie devotional psalm which was tliim- 
dered forth on llie occasion; and another of 
riayes, armed with bows and quivers, and widi 
lances, to resist any attempt at rescue, if such 
should be effected. 

It would have required a harder heart thati 
that of the unlucky Princess to have resisted 
lliis gloomy apparatus of fear and sorrow, soiu 
rounding^, at die same time directed i^ainst, a 
beloved object, the lover of her youth, and the 
husband of her bosom, within a few minutes of 
the termination of his mortal career. 

As the mournful train approached towards 

the altar of refuge, half-encircled as k now 

was by the two great and expanded arms wlndi 

projected from the wall, the Empercur, who stood 

direetiy in the passage, threw upon tiie flame 

~ of the alted: some chips of aromatic wood, steepod 

in spirit of wine, which, leaping at once into 

a bla2e, 9kumnated tiie doleful procession, the 

' figure of llie principal culprit, and ike slaves, who 
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Jiad most of tbem extingakhed their iambeaux 
«o 00011 at tliey bad servied the purpose of light- 
ing them up the staircase. 

The sodden light spread from the altar £edled 
jaot to make die Emperor and the PSrincessea 
TisiUe to the mournful group which approached 
through the hall. All halted — all were silent^ 
It was a meeting, as the Princess has expressed 
herself m her historical work, such as took 
fdaee betwixt Ulysses and the inhabitants of the 
odier world, who, when they tasted of the blood 
of his sacrifices^ recognised him indeed, but with 
«mpty lamentations, and gestures £eeble and 
fidiadowy. The hymn of ccmtritimi sunk also 
into silence ; aad, of die whole gioup, the only 
figure rendered more <Hstinct, was the g^antie 
«xecadoiier, whose high iumI furrowed forehead, 
as well as die broad steel <ii his axe, caught and 
leieoted back the Imght gleam from die altar. 
Aleadus saw die necessity of i»eaking die silence 
which ensued, lest it should give die intereessors 
for die priaooer an importunity of renewing dieir 



^ NioephoraiBrienninSi'' ke said, widi a roiee 
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which, although generally interrupted by a slight 
hesitation, which procured him, among his ene« 
mies, the nickname of the Stutterer, yet, upon 
important occasions like the present, was so 
judiciously tuned and balanced in its sentences, 
that no such defect was at all visible — *< Nice* 
phorus Briennius," he said, ^^ late Csesar, the 
lawful doom hath been spoken, that, having con- 
i^pired against the life of thy rightful sovereign 
and affectionate father, Alexius Comhenus, thoii 
jshalt suffer the appropriate sentence, by having 
thy head struck from thy body. Here, there^ 
fore, at the last altar of refuge, I meet thee» 
According to the vow of the immortal Constab- 
iine, for the purpose of demanding whether tho^ 
hast any thing to allege why this doom should 
;)ot be executed ? Even at this eleventh how^ 
thy tongue is unloosed to speak with freedom 
what may concern thy life. All is prepared in 
this world and in the next Look forward beyond 
yon archway — ^the block is fixed. Look behind 
thee, thou see'st the axe already sharpened — thy 
place for good or evil in the next world is already 
determined — ^time flies— eternity approaches^' If 
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thou hast aught to say, speak it freely — if nought^ 
confess the justice of thy sentence, and pass on 
to death." 

The Emperor commenced this oration witii 
those looks described by his daughter as so pier* 
cing, that they dazzled like lightning, and hia 
periods, if not precisely flowing like burning lava^ 
were yet the accents of a man having the power 
of absolute command, and as such produced an 
effect not only on the criminal, but also upoil 
the Prince himself, whose watery eyes and fal-* 
tering voice acknowledged his sense and feeling 
of the fatal import of the present moment 

Rousing himself to the conclusion of what h^ 
had commenced, the Emperor again demanded 
>rhether the prisoner had any thing to say in his 
own defence. 

Nicephorus was not one of those hardened cris 
minals who may be termed the very prodigies of 
history, from the coolness with which they con-' 
templated the consummation of their crimes, wheK 
ther in their own punishment, or the misfortune^- 
of others. *^ I have been tempted," he said^" 
dropping on his knees, *^ and I have fallen. I' 

VOL. III. 6 
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iHKfe nothing to allege m cxcnse^ q£ nqr Crily 
and ii^cttdtude ; hoi I stand prepared to die to 
expiate my guilt." A deep sigh, almost jomhii^ 
ing to a scveam, was here beard,, dose behind 
ike Emperor, and its cause assigned by die ■od'* 
desi exclamation of Irene^ — *^ My lord \ my lord 1 
grow daughter is gone!" And in fact Anna 
Gomnena had sunk into her mother's amtv widn 
imt ekher sense or motion. The fiaUJuer^s atteiH 
tion TE^as instantly called to support lus swooning' 
difld, while dte unhappy husband strove widt 
the guards to be permitted to go to the assistance 
of his wife. '^ Give me but fire minutes of tbal» 
time which the law has abridged — ^let my efforts 
but assist in recalling her to a life which shonhi 
be as long as her yirtues and her talents deaerre * 
and then let me die at her feet, for I cure not t(^ 
^ an inch beyond." 

The Emperor, who in &ct had been nu^e^ 
natonished at the bcddness and rashness of Nieck. 
phoirusy thanalarmed by his power, c(msidered him. 
aa a man rather milled than misleading oth^ss». 
and felt, therefiore, the fiill effect of this last in- 
ttrview. He was, besides, not naturally cruelj 
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ipkaie wevtntm were to be enfioxtted under liit 
69fBeye. 

<< The dmne and inuBortal C<mslu ka: 

amdf ^^ did not, I am persiiaded» ambject Im de«^ 
gWiiwiants to this. severe trial, in Gt&st further ta 
aeareh out the innocence of the crimtaala, b«| 
latker to gire to those who came after him an op* 
portunity of generousl j forgiying a crime whieb 
eodid not, without pardfin, the esqprem pardon, of 
Ibe Prince, escape widmvt panishmeikt I xej 
joice that I am born of the willow rather'tbaa ^ 
tbe oak, and I a<^owledge my weakness that 
iiot e^en the safety of my own life, or re^enimenli 
of thia imhappy man's treasonable macbinatiess^ 
bare the same effect with me as tbe tears of my 
wife and the swooning of my daughter. Biae 
up, NicepboruB Briennius, freely pardoned, and 
restored even to the rank of Caesar« We wiU 
£E«et tby pardon to be made oat by the great 
Logodiete, aoaid sealed with tbe golden bulL Fee 
foar-«nd-twenty bours thou art a prisoner, until 
an arrangement is made for {^reserving tbe pub? 
lie peace. Meanwhile, thou wilt remain und^ 
ibe cbaige of tbe Patriarch, wbowill beanawet? 
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able for thy forthcoming. — ^Daughter and wife, 
you must now go hence to your own apart- 
l&ent ; a future time will come, during which 
you may hare enough of weeping and embrar 
eing, mourning and rejoicing. Pray Hearen 
that I, who, having been trained on till I hare 
sacrificed justice and true policy to uxorious 
compassion and paternal tenderness of heart* 
inay not have cause at last for grieving in good 
earnest for all the events of this miscellaneous 
drama.'* 

The pardoned Caesar, who endeavoured to 
regulate his ideas according to this unexpected 
change, found it as difficult to reconcile himself 
to the reality of his situation as Ursel to the 
face of nature, after having been long deprived 
of enjoying it; so much do the dizziness and 
confusion of ideas, occasioned by moral and phy-* 
sical causes of surprise and terror, resemble each 
Other in their effects on the understandii^. 

At length he stammered forth a request that 
he might be permitted to go forth to the field 
with the Emperor, and divert, by the interposi^ 
tion of his own body, the traitorous blows which 
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some desperate man might aim against that of 
the Emperor, in a day which was too likely to 
be one of danger and bloodshed* 

^^ Hold there!" said Alexius Comnenus ;-->- 
** we will not begin thy newly-redeemed life by 
renewed doubts of thine allegiance; yet it is 
but fitting to remind thee, that thou art still 
the nominal and ostensible head of those who 
expect to take a part in this day's insurrection, 
and it will be the safest course to trust its pacifi* 
cation to others than to thee. Go, sir, compare 
notes with the Patriarch, and merit your pardon 
by confessing to him any traitorous intentions 
concerning this foul conspiracy with %vhich we 
may be as yet unacquainted, — Daughter and 
wife, farewell ! I must now depart for the listed 
Where I have to speak with the traitor Achilles 
Tatius and the heathenish infidel Agelastes, if 
he still lives, but of whose providential death I 
hear a confirmed rumour." 
^ " Yet do not go, my dearest father !'* said the 
I'rincess ; '^ but let me rather go to encourage 
the loyal subjects in your behalf. The extreme 
kindness which you have extended towards mf 
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guStjr hasbancl, convinces me of the e^kemi ^ 
yoQT affection towards your unworthy <laiigliteri 
and the greatness of the sacrifice which you hare 
maiie to her ahnost childish affection for an un- 
ipratefiil man, who put your life in danger." 

** That is to say, daughter,'' said the Emperor, 
JEoenillng, ^^ that the pardon of your husband is a 
boon whidi has lost its merit when it is granted ? 
Take my adyice, Anna, and think otherwise; 
wires and their husbands ought in prudence to 
forget dieir offences towards eadi other as soon 
as human nature will permit them. Life is too 
shorty and conjugal tranquillity too uncertainj 
to admit of dwelling long upon such irritating 
su]]9ects. To yoiur apartments, Princesses, and 
prepare the scarlet buskins, and the embroidery 
which is displayed on the cuffii and collars <^ tfa^ 
Caesar's robe, indicative of his high rank. H0 
iiust not be seen without them on the morrow. 
■—Reverend father, I remiod ymi onee hmmh^ 
thiat the CsbsAt is in your personal custody from 
this moment until to-morrow at the same hour.^ 
. Hiey parted ; the Emperor repairing to pAt 
himsdlf at the head of his Varangian gaard»^ 



COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS. 161 

the CaBsar, under the superintendenee «f tha 
Patriarch, withdrawing into the interior of iim 
Blaequemal Palace, where KicephonisBrieBniiis 
was under the necessity of << unthreading the 
rode eye of rebellion,'' and throwing such lights 
as were in his power up<m the progress of the 
ccmspiracy. 

- ^ Agelastes," he said, ^' AehiUes Taiius, and 
Hereward ihe Varangian, were the persons pcbi* 
cipally intrusted in its process. But whetheor 
ihey had been all true to their engagements^ }» 
did not pretend to be assured.*' 

In the female apartments, there was a violent 
discussion betwixt Anna Codianena and her mo^ 
ther. The Princess had undei^oxie daring th4 
day many changes of sentiment and feeHng ; and 
though they had finally united lliemselyes into 
mie strong interest in her husband's farotor, yet 
so sooner was die fear of his punishment renH^ 
red, than the sense of his ungrateful behayiomr 
began to reviro^. She became sensible also that 
a woman of her extraordinary attainments, who 
had been by an universal course of flattery dis- 
posed to entertain an extraordinary opinion of 
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her own consequence, made rather a poor figure 
when she had been the passive subject of a long 
series of intrigues, by which she was destined to 
be disposed of in one way or the other, according 
to the humour of a set of subordinate conspiratorSi 
who never so much as dreamed of regarding her 
as a being capable of forming a wish in her own 
behalf, or even yielding or refusing a consent Her 
fatiher's authority over her, and right to dispose 
of her, was less questionable ; but even then it 
was something derogatory to the dignity of a 
Princess born in the purple — an authoress be- 
sides, and giver of immortality — to be, without 
her own consent, thrown, as it were, at the head 
now of one suitor, now of another, however mean 
Or disgusting, whose alliance could for the time 
benefit the Emperor. The consequence of these 
moody reflections was, that Anna Comnena 
deeply toiled in spirit for the discovery of some 
means by which she might assert her sullied 
dignity, and various were the expedients which 
she revolved. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

But now the hand of fiite is on the curtain. 
And brings the scene to light. 

Don Sebastiatu 

The gigantic trumpet of the Varangians 
-sounded its loudest note of march, and the 
squadrons of the fiaithful guards, sheathed in 
complete mail, and inclosing in their centre the 
person of their Imperial master, set forth upon 
their procession through the streets of Constant!* 
nople. The form of Alexius, glittering in his 
splendid armour, seemed no unmeet central point 
ibr the force of an empire ; and while the citizens 
crowded in the train of him and his escort, ther^ 
might be seen a visible difference between those 
who came with the premeditated intentbn of 
tumult, and the greater part, who» like the mul* 
.titude of every great dty, thrust each other, md 

g2 
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sliout for rapture on account of any cause for 
which a crowd may be collected together. The 
hope of the conspirators was lodged chiefly in 
the Immortal Guards, who were levied prin- 
cipally for the defence of Constantinople, par- 
took of the general prejudices of the citizens, 
and had been particularly influenced by those in 
favour of Ursel, by whom, previous to his impri- 
sonment, they had themselves been commanded. 
The conspirators had determined that those of 
tbis body who wei^ conrid^ed as most discon- 
tented, should early in the moraiug take pnh 
session of liie posts in 1^ lists most &rouimUe 
dbr iikA purpose of «8sa(filtiii|^ tike Saxpssm^ 
persoiu Bift, an spite of ail c^lorts short «f 
•ttctual violence, for which the time did not Beem. 
-to be come, they found themselves disappointed 
:in this purpose, by parties of the Varasgmii 
:^uard8, planted with apparent carelessness, but, 
'in feet, with perfect skill, for the preveirticna 
'«f dieir enterprise. Somewhat confoundped ^ 
-perceiving that a design^ which they «mild t^ft 
-m^ose to be suspected, wb% neverthdiess, «& 
^Mfiff^t^ part controlled and ^oni^te^MJiedked, the 



«Hi0piratMB h&gsasL t» look Jmr dke principal 
^^ersons «f tbeir own party, on wbom ti»y 
depended for orders in tins emergemcy '; but 
neiiher tlie^CcMar nor AgeketeB were to be teen^ 
whether in the lists or on the militasry march frtont 
Constantinople; and though Achilles Ta(tiiis rode 
in the latter assembly, yet it might be clearly 
obseired that he was rather attending upon the 
F^oto-spathaire, than assuming that indep^id- 
«nce as an officer which he loved to afiect 

In tills manner, as the Emperor wMi his glit» 
tering bands approacbed the phalanx of Taaeved 
«nd Ms Ic^flowers, who were drawn up, it will be 
-remembered, upon a rising cape between tke 
city and the lists, <lie main body of the Impoiial 
processicHi deflected in some degree fr«n the 
straight road, in order to march past tiiem witb^ 
^ont interraption ; while the ProtoHspatbaire aosid 
liie Acolyte passed tmder the escort of a band 
of yarangians, to bear the Emperor's enqaieies 
to Prince Tancred, concerning the parpose -ef 
Us being tliere witb his band. The shortmarch 
%paB soon /per£Mrmed — the largse tnmpet wiiidbr 
attended >die two t^BSeers sounded ^ parlejt, ^tmi 
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Tancred himself remlurkable for that personal 
beautjr which Tasso has preferred to any of the 
crusaders, except Rinaldo d'Este, the creature 
pf his own poetical imagination, advanced to par- 
ley with them. 

" The Emperor of Greece," said the Proto- 
spathure, to Tancred, ** requires the Prince of 
Otranto to show, by the two high officers whp 
shall deliver him this message, with what purpose 
he has returned, contrary to his oath, to the right 
side of these straits; assuring Prince Tancred, at 
tiie same time, that nothing will so much please 
the Emperor, as to receive an answer not at 
^rariance with his treaty with the Duke of Boml* 
ion, and the oath which was taken by the crusar 
ding nobles and their soldiers ; since that would 
enable the Emperor, in conformity to his own 
wishes, by his kind reception of Prince Tancred 
and his troop, to show how high is his estima* 
lion of the dignity of the one, and the bravery of 
both. — We wait an imswer." 

The tone of the message had nodiing in it 
rery alarming, and its substance cost Prince 
Tancred very litde trouble to answer. •* Tk^ 
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catise/' he said, '^ of the Prince of Otranto ap^ 
pearing here with fifty lances, is this cartel, i^ 
which a combat is appointed betwixt Nicephorus 
Briennius, called the Csesar, a high member of 
this empire, and a worthy knight of great fame^ 
the partner of the Pilgrims who hare taken the 
Cross, in their high vow to rescue Palestine 
firom the infidels. The name of the said Knight 
is the redoubted Robert of Paris* It becomes^ 
therefore, an obligation indispensable upon the 
Holy Pilgrims of the Crusade, to send one chief 
of their niunber, with a body of men-at-arms^ 
sufficient to see, as is usual, fair play between 
the combatants. That such is their intention^ 
may be seen from their sending no more than 
fifty lances, with their furniture and following; 
whereas it would have cost them no trouble to 
have detached ten times the number, had they 
nourished any purpose of interfering by force^ 
or dbturbing the fidr combat which is about to 
take place. The Prince of Otranto, therefore^ 
and his followers, will place themselves at the 
disposal of the Imperial Court, and witness the 
proceedings of the combat, with the most perfecj^ 
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eMifidence that llie rules of fiur battle will be 
puBctnaliy observed." 

' Tlie two Grecian officers transraitteti ibis reply 
to tlie Emperor, who heard it with pleaaure; 
and, immediately proeee^g to act mftm die 
principle which he had laid down, of maintaumig 
peace, if possibie, with the crasadeia, vanei 
Prince Tancred widi the Proto-q»athaire J0 
¥Md Msffshab of the lists, fully empawoBei, 
irader the &nperor, to decide ail the tenon of 
^Ikte combat, and to hove recourse to Alexias 
himsetf nrhere th^ir opinions disi^eed. This 
was made kpown to the assistants, wIm> weve 
Ans prepared for the entry into the lists of tiie 
Grecian officer and die Italian Prince in faH 
anaour, while a solemn proclamation aimoanpei 
to all the spectators their solemn office. The 
same annunciation commanded tbe assistanis «f 
every kind to clear a ooaTenienJ; part ef tiie 
neaits which surrounded the lists on one side, thai 
it might serre for the accommodation of l^risee 
Tancretfs followers. 

'- AefaiEes Tatius, who was aheedful o bswve r ^ 
an these passages, saw wrtJi^ alarm, tiiat by Ani 
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hnt callocation the armed Lalans were inteqMBedt 
between 1^ Immortal Oaa? ds and die diBoen* 
teiAed dtizenB, wUch made it miMt prdbaUe that 
the isongpirmcf ygmB dzBconered, and diat Alesns 
fioond he had a good right to Tedcon upon the 
aiastance of Tanered acnd his foroes in the tadk 
of BuppieHs ing it* This, added to liie cold and 
causlic manner in idiich the Empeior eoamna^ 
nicated his commands to him^ made the Acolyte 
ef opinion, that his best chance of escape from 
the danger in which he was now placed, was, dnt 
the whole conspiracy shonld fall to the gromri^ 
and that the day dionld pass without the least 
attempt to shake the throne of Alexius Comne^ 
mis. Even then it continued highly doabtfiil^ 
wliether a despot, so wfly and so suspicious as 
the Emperor, would think it sufficient to rest 
satisfied with die private knowledge of the under^ 
taking, and its feihue, widi which he i^peaved 
to be possessed, without puttnig into exerdbe 
Ae bow-strings and the bHuding-irons of the 
mutes of the interior. There was, however^ 
little possibility either of ffight oir of resjBtaneek 
The least attempt to withdraw himself from the 
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heighbourliood of diose fidthful followers of the 
Emperor, personal foes of his own, by whom he 
was gradually and more closely surrounded, be- 
came each moment more perilous, and more eer« 
tain to provoke a rupture which it was the inte- 
rest of the weaker party to delay, with what* 
^ver difficulty* And while the soldiers imder 
Achilies's immediate authority seemed still to 
treat him as their superior officer, and appeal to 
him for the word of command, it seemed to be- 
come more and more evident that the slightest 
degree of suspicion which should be excited, 
would be the instant signal for his being placed 
under arrest With a trembling heart, there- 
fore, and eyes dimmed by the powerful idea of 
soon parting with the light of day, and all that 
it made visible, the Acolyte saw himself con-» 
demned to watch the turn of circumstances, over 
which he could have no influence, and to con- 
tent himself with waiting the result of a drama^ 
in which his own life was concerned, although 
tfie piece was played by others. Indeed, it seem* 
ed as if through the whole assembly some signal 
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was waited for, which no one was in readinesf 
to give. 

The discontented citizens and soldiers looked 
in yain for Agelastes and the Ciesar ; and when 
they observed the condition of Achilles Tatius^ 
it seemed such as rather to express doubt and 
consternation, than to give encouragement to the 
hopes they had entertained. Many of the lower 
classes, however, felt too secure in their own 
insignificance, to fear the personal consequences 
of a tumult, and were desirous, therefore, to pro* 
yoke the disturbance, which seemed hushing 
itself to sleep. 

A hoarse murmur, which attained almost the 
importance of a shout, exclaimed, — ^^ Justice^ 
justice ! — Ursel, Ursel ! — The rights of the 
Immortal Guards !'' &c. At thb the trumpet of 
the Varangians awoke, and its tremendous tones 
were heard to peal loudly over the whole assem* 
bly, as the voice of its presiding deity. A dead 
silence prevailed in the multitude, and the voice 
of a herald announced, in the name of Alexin^ 
Coinnemis, his sovereign will and pleasured 
, ^^ Citizens of the Roman empire, your com<* 
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|)hiiits, stirred up by £Eu;tious men, bare readwd 
the ear of your Emperor ; you shall yourselves 
be witness to his power of gratifying his pec^le. 
At jrour request, and before your own sight, tke 
visual ray which hath been quenched shall he 
re-illumined — the mind whose efforts were re- 
stricted to the imperfect supply of individnd 
wants, shall be again extended, if such is the 
owner's will, to the charge of an ample Theme 
or division of the empire. Political jealousy, 
more hard to receive conviction than the blind 
to receive sight, shall yield itself conquered, by 
the Emperor's paternal love of his people, and 
his desire to give them satisfEUstion* Ursel, the 
darling of your wishes, supposed to be long dead, 
or at least believed to exist in blinded seclusioB,, 
18 restored to yim well in healdi, clear in eye^ 
sight, and possessed of every &ealty necessary 
to adorn the Emperor's favour, or merit the affeiv 
Om of the people.^ 

As the herald dius spoke, a figure, whidi haii 
hitherto stood shrouded behind some ofioers ef 
the intericBv now stepped fartli, and fltnging 
fkam loam a dusky veil, in wUeh he hqm wrapt, 
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appiesii«d in a dazzling scarlet garment, of wUdi 
tiie sleevGi and buskins displayed those oma^ 
ments which expressed a rank nearly ddjaocrat 
to AaX of the Emperor himself. He held in his 
hand a silver tnmdieofi, the badge of delegated 
eommaiMl over the Immortal Guards, and, kned.* 
iRg before the Emperor, presented it to has hoiub, 
ifitmiating a virtnarlresignation of the oomnaBd 
whii^ it iitiplied.^ Hie whole anenAly were 
eleqtrified at the ap{)earaiice of a person iong^ 
supposed either dead, or by croel aeans rendered 
incs^able of public trust. Some leeognisedl tiie 
man, whose appearance and lEeatures were not 
easily ibigot, and gratulated him upon his most 
unexpected return to the service of his country.. 
Others stood suspended in amazement, not Jmow-^ 
mg whedier to trust their eyies, while 9kiemdiit^ 
termined maiecDnteaKte elderly pressed upon dier 
asseadUy an allegation that the person pieseaited 
as Ursel was only a counterfeit, aoid the whf4ie 
a tridk ef the Emperor. 

^ Speak to them, noble Ursel^" said the JE}m-^ 
pterm*. ^TeH43htem,thiatif IharejeintiedagaBnt 
thee, it has been hecaose I mas idecmved^ iaA 
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that my disposition to make thee amends is as 
ample as ever was my purpose of doing thee 
wrong/* 

<< Friends and countrymen/' said Ursel, turn-* 
ing himself to the assembly, ^< his Imperial Ma* 
jesty permits me to offer my assurance, that if 
in any former part of my life I have suffered at 
his hand, it is more than wiped out by the feel* 
ings of a moment so glorious as this ; and that I 
am well satisfied, from the present instant, to 
spend what remains of my life in the service of 
the most generous and beneficent of sovereigns, 
or, with his permission, to bestow it in prepa- 
ring, by devotional exercises, for an infinite im- 
mortality to be spent in the society of saints and 
angels. Whichever choice I shall make, I reckon 
that you, my beloved countrymen, who have 
remembered me so kindly during years of dark- 
ness and captivity, will not fidl to afford me the 
advantage of your prayers." 

This sudden apparition of the long-lost Ursel 
had too much of that which elevates and sur- 
prises not to captivate the multitude, and they 
sealed their reconciliation with three tremen- 
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dous shouts, whicli are said so to liare shaken 
the air, that birds, incapable of sustaining them- 
selves, sunk down exhausted out of their native 
element 
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CHAPTER IX. 



'< What, leave the combat out !" exclaimed the knight. 
" Yea ! or we must renounce the Stagyrite." 
'* So large a crowd the stage will ne'er contain." 
— << Then build a new, or act it on a plain.** 

Porx. 



The sounds of the gratulating shout had ex- 
panded over the distant shores of the Bosphorus 
by mountain and forest, and died at length in the 
farthest echoes, when the people, in the silence 
which ensued, appeared to ask each other what 
next scene was about to adorn a pause so solemn 
and a stage so august. The pause would proba- 
bly have soon given place to some new clamour, 
for a multitude, from whatever cause assembled, 
seldom remains long silent, had not a new sig- 
nal from the Varangian trumpet given notice of 
a fresh purpose to solicit their attention. The 



Uart luid something in its tone spirit-stirrings 
and yet melancholy, partaking both of the ehar- 
xaicter of & point of war, and of the doleful sounds 
which might be chosen to announce an execution 
«f peculiar solemnity. Its notes were high and 
widely extended, and prolonged and long dwelt 
upon, as if the brazen clamour had been waked 
by siMnething more trememlous than the lungs 
of meremcfftakL 

The multitude appeared to acknowledge these 
a^ul sounds, which were indeed such as habit-^ 
ually solicited their attention to Imperial edicts; 
of jnelaneholy import, by which rebellions were 
aniiouneed, dooms of treason discharged^ and 
otl^r tidings di a great and affecting import in* 
timated to the people of Constantinople* When 
the trumpet had in ils turn ceased, wkh its thrill-: 
ing and doleful notes,^ to agitate the immense 
aiKntbly^ the voiee of the. herald again addressedr 



it announced in a gra^e and a&eting strain^ 
thaii4 sometimea chanced how the people fiiled. 
in tbeir duty to a soTereign, who was unto 
as-aAither, and how it became the painful 
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of tlie prince to use the rod of correction rather 
than the olive sceptre of mercy. 

" Fortunate," continued the herald, ** it iSf 
ti^hen the supreme Deity, haying taken on him*" 
self the preservation of a throne, in beneficence 
and justice resembling his own, has also assumed 
the most painful task of his earthly delegate, by 
punishing those whom his unerring judgment 
acknowledges as most guilty, and leaving to hw 
Substitute the more agreeable task of pardoning 
such of those as art has misled, and treachery 
hath involved in its snares. 

^^ Such being the case, Greece bjxA its accom- 
panying Themes, are called upon to listen and 
learn that a villain, named Agelastes, who had 
insinuated himself into the favour of the Empe-* 
ror, by affectation of deep knowledge and severe 
virtue, had formed a treacherous plan for the 
murder of the Emperor Alexius Comnenus, and. 
a revolution in the state. This person, who, 
imder pretended wisdom, hid the doctrines of a 
heretic and die vices of a sensualist, had found 
proselytes to his doctrines even among the Em-* 
peror's household, and those persons who were- 
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xoofit bound to him, and down to the lower order, 
to excite the last of whom were dispersed a mnl- 
titade of forged romonrs, similar to those c(hi-« 
ceming Ursel's death and blindness, of which 
yonr own eyes have witnessed the fidsehood." 

Hie people, who had hitherto listened in si« 
lence, upon this appeal broke forth in a ckmor- 
oils assent. They had scarcely been again silent^ 
ere the iron-voiced herald continued his procla- 
mation* 

*^ Not Korah, Dathan, and Abiram/' he said, 
<^ had more justly, or more directly, fallen under 
the doom of an offended Deity, than this villain, 
Agelastes. The steadfast earth gaped to devour 
the apostate sons of Israel, but the termination 
of this wretched man's existence has been, as far 
as can now be known, by the direct means of an 
evil spirit, whom his own arts had evoked into 
the upper air. By this spirit, as would appear 
by the testimony of a noble lady, and other fe* 
males, who witnessed the termination of his life, 
Agelastes was strangled, a fate well becoming 
his odious crimes. Such a death, even of a 
guilty man, must, indeed, be most painful to the 

VOL. III. H 
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kumane feelings of the Ijnperor, becaiiae it in** 
Tolves suffering beyond this world« But the 
awful catastrophe carries with it this comfmrty 
that it absolves the Emperor from the necessity 
of carrying any farther a vengeance which HeaK 
yen itself se^ms to have limited to the exemplary 
punishment of the principal conspirator. Some 
changes of offices and situations shall be made^ 
for the sake of safety and good order; but the 
secret, who had, or who had not, been concerned 
in this awfiil crime, shall sleep in the bosoms of 
the persons themselves implicated, since thd 
Emperor is determined to dismiss their offence 
from his memory, as the effect of a transient 
delusion* Let all, therefore, who now hear me, 
whatever consciousness they may possess of a 
knowledge of what was this day intended, return 
to their houses, assured that their own thoughts^ 
will be their only puniriiment Let them re« 
joice that Almighty goodness has saved them 
from the meditations of their own hearts, aad^ 
according to the affecting language of Scripture, 
*^*^ Let them repent and sin no more, lest a 
worse thing be&ll them." 
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-^ Tbe voice of the herald then ceased, and was 
again answered by the shouts of the audience* 
These were unanimous; for circumstances con*, 
tributed to convince the malecontent party that- 
they stood at the Sovereign's mercy, and the 
edict that they heard having shown his acquaintr^ 
ance with their guilt, it lay at his pleasure to let 
loose upon them the strength of the Varangians^ 
while, from the terms on which it had pleasedr 
him to receive Tancred, it was probable tiiat the 
Apuleian forces were also at his disposal. 

The voices, therefore, of the bulky StephanoSy 
of Harpax the centurion^ and other rebels, both 
of the camp and city, were the first to thunder 
fordi their gratitude for the clemency of the 
Bmperor, and their thanks to Heaven for hii^ 
preservation. 

The audience, reconciled to the thoughts of 
the discovered and frustrated conspiracy, begaii 
meantune, according to their custom, to tum 
themselves to the consideration of the matter 
which had more avowedly called them together^ 
and private whispers, swelling by degrees into 
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murmurs, began to express the dissatis&etion of 
the citizens at being thus long assembled, with- 
out receiving any communication respecting the 
announced purpose of their meeting. 

Alexius was not slow to perceive the tendency 
of their thoughts; and, on a signal from his 
hand, the trumpets blew a point of war, in sounds 
&r more lively than those which had prefaced 
the Imperial edict. ** Robert, Count of Paris,*' 
tl^en said a herald, ^< art thou here in thy place, 
or by knightly proxy, to answer the challenge 
brought against thee by his Imperial Highness 
Nicephorus Briennius, Caesar of this empire ?* 

Tlie Emperor conceived himself to have equal- 
ly provided against the actual appearance at this 
call of either of the parties named, and had 
prepared an exhibition of another kind, namely, 
certain cages, tenanted by wild animals, which 
being now loosened, should do their pleasure 
with each other in the eyes of the assembly. His 
Astonishment and confusion, therefore, were great, 
when, as the last note of the proclamation died 
in the echo, Count Robert of Paris stood forth, 
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armed cap*a-pie, his mailed charger led behind 
him from within the curtained enclosure, at one 
end of the lists, as if ready to mount at the sig** 
nal of the marshaL 

The alarm and the shame that were visible in 
every coimtenance near the Imperial presencci 
when no Csesar came forth in like Cushion tQ 
confront the formidable Frank, were not of long 
duration. Hardly had the style and title of the 
Count of Paris been diily announced by the he- 
ralds, and their second summons of his antago- 
nist uttered in due form, when a person, dressed 
like one of the Varangian Guards, sprung into 
the lists, and announced himself as ready to do 
battle in the name and place of the Caesar 
Nicephorus Briennius, and for the honour of tlve 
empire« 

Alexius, with the utmost joy, beheld this un- 
expected assistance, and readily gave his consent 
to the bold soldier who stood thus forward in 
the hour of utmost need, to take upon himself 
the dangerous office of champion. He the more 
readily acquiesced, as^ from the size and appear-* 
ance of the soldier, and the gallant bearing hf» 
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Splayed, he had no doubt of hisindiyidaalpefw 
son, and fully confided in bis valour. But Prinoe 
Tancred interposed his opposition. 

" The lists/' he said, " were only open to 
knights and noUes ; or, at any rate» men were 
not permitted to meet therein who were not of 
some equality of birth and blood ; nor could he 
Remain a silent witness where the laws of chv' 
valry were in such respects forgotten." 
• *' Let Count Robert of Paris/* said the V»- 
rangian, ^ look upon my countenance, and say 
whether he has not,, by promise, removed all ob- 
jection to our contest which might be founded 
upon an inequality of condition, and let him 
%e judge himself, whether, by meeting me in 
this field, he will do more than comply with a ^ 
compact which he has long since become bound t 
hy." 

Count Robert, upon this appeal, advance<]^ 
J|md acknowledged, without further debate, that^ 
notwithi^tanding their difference of rank, he hell 
Inmself boraid by his solemn word to give thai 
valiant soldier a meeting in the field. That ha 
Mgretted, on account <^ this gaUsmt man's &u^ 
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neat viituie% and the high services he had re** 
eeived at his hands, that they should now 8tan4 
upon terms^of such bloody arbitration ; but since 
nothing was more common, than that the fate 
•of war called on friends to meet each other in 
mortal combat, he would not shrink from the 
engagement he had pledged himself to ; nor did 
he think his quality in the slightest degree 
infringed or diminished, by meeting in battk a 
warrior so well known and of such good account 
•as Hereward, the brave Varangian. He added^ 
tthat ^' he willingly admitted that the combat 
should take place on foot, and with the battler 
axe, which was the ordinary weapon of the 
Varangian guard." 

Hereward had stood still, almost like a statue^ 
while this discourse passed ; but when the Count 
of Paris had made this speech, he inclined Idmr 
self towards him with a graceful Qbeisance, and 
expressed himself honoured and gratified by ih^ 
manly manner in which the Count acquittisd 
himself, according to his pronuse, with complete 
honour and fidelity. 
. ^^ What we arie to do/' nwid Count Robert^ 
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"with a sigh of regret, wliieh even his love of 
battle could not prevent, ^^ let us do quickly ; 
the heart may be affected, but the hand must do 
its duty." 

Hereward assented, with the additional re- 
mark, ^^ Let us then lose no more time, which 
is already flying fast." And, grasping his axe, 
he stood prepared for combat. 

** I also am ready," said Count Robert of 
Paris, taking the same weapon from a Varangian 
soldier, who stood by the lists* Both were im- 
mediately upon the alert, nor did farther forms 
or circumstances put off the intended combat. 

The first blows were given and parried with 
great caution, and Prince Tancred and others 
thought, that on the part of Count Robert the 
caution was much greater than usual; but, in 
combat as in food, the appetite increases with 
the exercise. The fiercer passions began, as 
usual, to awaken with the clash of arms and the 
sense of deadly blows, some of which were made 
with great fury on either side^ and parried with 
considerable difiBculty, and not so completely 
.but what blood flowed x)n both their parts. The 
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Greeks looked with astonishment on a single 
combat^ such as they had seldom witnessed, and 
held their breath as they beheld the furious blows 
dealt by either warrior, and expected with each 
stroke the annihilation of one or other of the com^ 
batants. As yet their strength and agility seem-* 
ed somewhat equally matched, although those 
who judged with more pretension to knowledge, ' 
were of opinion, that Count Robert spared put^ 
ing forth some part of the military skill for 
which he was celebrated ; and the remark was 
generally made and allowed, that he had sur* 
rendered a great advantage by not insisting 
upon his right to fight upon horseback. On the 
other hand, it was the general opinion that the 
gallant Varangpan omitted to take advantage of 
one or two opportunities afforded him by the heat 
of Count Robert's temper, who obviously was 
incensed at the duration of the combat. 

Accident at length seemed about to decide 
what had been hitherto an equal combat* 
Count Robert, making a feint on one side of his 
antagonist, struck him on the other, which was 
uncovered, with the edge of his weapon, so that 

h2 
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t^ Varangian redied, and seemed in the act of 
Balling to the earth. The nsnal sound made by 
spectators at the sight of any painful or nnpleft* 
iEOit circumstance, by drawing the breath be- 
tween the teeth, was suddenly heard to pass 
through the assembly, while a female Toice 
loud and eagerly exclaimed, — ^^ Count Robert 
of Paris ! — forget not this day that thou owest a 
life to Heaven and me." The Count was in the 
act of again seconding his blow, with what effect 
leould hardly be judged, when this cry reached 
im ears, and apparently to(^ away his disposi- 
fion for farther combat. 

'■ *^ I acknowledge tiie debt," he said, anking 
ins battle-axe, and retreating two steps from his 
imtagonist, who stood in astonishment, scarcely 
recovered from the stunning effect of the blow 
hy which he was so nearly prostrated. He sunk 
the blade of his battle-axe in imitation of hiis 
^tagonist, and seemed to wait in suspense what 
•Was to be the next process of the combat. : '^ 1 
acknowledge my debt," said the valiant Count 
»f Paris, ^^ alike to Bertha of Britain and. to the 
;Almighty, who has preserved me from the crtiae 
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^ vigxateiiil blQodrgiiiltineii.-<^You hare n&m 
the fight, gendemen," tunung to Tancred and 
Jbis chivaby, f * and can testify, on your honouTf 
^that it has been maintained fidrly on both Bide% 
and without advantage on either. I presume my 
honourable antagonist has by this time satisfied 
the desire which brought me under his challenge^ 
and which certainly had no taste in it of per- 
sonal or private quarreL On my part, I retaip 
towards him such a sense of personal obligation 
as would render my continuing this combat, m»- 
less compelled to it by self-defence, a shameful 
and sinful action/' 

Alexius gladly embraced the terms of truc^ 

which he was fiir from expecting, and thntw 

down his warder, in signal that the duel was 

ended* Ttmcred, though somewhat surprise^ 

and perhaps ev^i scandalized, that a private 

.soldier of the Emperor's guard should have -so 

long resisted the utmost efforts of. so approved. a 

. knight, could not but own that .the combat hftd 

been fought with perfect fairness and equality, 

.mid decided upon terms dishonourable to neither 

party. The Count's character being well known 
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and established amongst the crusaders, they 
were compelled to believe that some motive of 
a most potent nature formed the principle upon 
which, very contrary to his general practice, he 
had proposed a cessation of the combat before it 
was brought to a deadly, or at least to a decidve 
conclusion. The edict of the Emperor upon the 
occasion, therefore, passed into a law, acknow- 
ledged by the assent of the chiefs present, and 
especially affirmed and gratulated by the shouts 
of the assembled spectators* 

But perhaps the most interesting figure in the 
assembly was that of the bold Varangian, arrived 
BO suddenly at a promotion of military renown^ 
which tiie extreme difficulty he had experienced 
in keeping his ground against Count Robert 
had prevented him from anticipating, althoii^h 
his modesty had not diminished the indomitable 
courage witii which he maintained die contest* 
He stood in the middle of die lists, his fauoe rud* 
dy with die exertion of tiie combat, and not less 
80 from the modest consciousness proper to the 
plunness and simplicity of his character, whidi 
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^inB disconcerted by finding himself the central 
point of the gaze of the multitude. 

*^ £^eak to me, my soldier,'' said Alexius^ 
strongly affected by the gratitude which he felt 
was due to Hereward upon so singular an occa- 
sion, ^* speak to thine Emperor as his superior, 
for such thou art at this moment^ and tell him if 
there is any manner, even at the expense of half 
his kingdom, to atone for his own life saved, and, 
what is yet dearer, for the honour of his country, 
which thou hast so manfully defended and pre- 
served.'' 

<< My Lord," answered Hereward, << your 
Imperial Highness values' my poor services over 
h^hly, and ought to attribute them to the noble 
Count of Paris, first, for his condescending to 
accept of an antagonist so mean in quality as 
myself; and next, in generously relinquishing 
victory when he might have adiieved it by an 
addidonal blow ; for I here confess before your 
Majesty, my brethren, and the assembled 6r^ 
dans, that my power of protracting the combat 
was ended, when the gallant Count, by his gene* 
rosity, put a stop to it.*' 
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^ Do not tbyself lliat wrong, bfave ]iiaii»^ 
said Count Robert; ^^ for I vow to our Lady of 
tibe Broken Lances, that the combat was yet 
within the undetermined doom of Frovidene^ 
when the pressure of my own feelings rendered 
me incapable of continuing it, to the neeessary 
harm, perhiqps to the mwlal damage, of an antftp* 
gonist to whom I owe so much kindness. Choosy 
therefore, the recompense whidi the generoaitgr 
of thy Emperor offers in a maimer so just and 
gcateful, jand fear not lest mortal voice pro- 
nounces that reward unmerited which Robert of 
Fads shall ayouch with }m «word to have been 
gaUantLy won upon his own crest." 

<^ You are too great, my lord, and too nobl€^^ 
answered the Anglo-Saxon, ^^ to be gainsaid 
by such as I am, and I must not awaken new 
strife betweeai us by contesting the circumstances 
junder which our combat so suddenly closed, nqr 
would it be wise or prudent in me further t^ 
•contradict you. My noble Emptor generously 
;offers me the right oi naming what he oalk Ay 
^recompense ; but let not his generosity be 3ifh 
praised, although it is from you^ my lorc^ ai)4 
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not firom Im Imperial BEghneflB, that I am tA 
ask a boon, to me tiie dearest to which my voica 
can give utterance." 

. ^ And that," said the Count, <^ has reference 
to Bertha, the £edthful attendant of my wife ?" 

^^ Even so," said Hereward ; ^^ it is my pro* 
poaal to request my discharge firom the Varan* 
gian guard, and permission to share in your 
lordship's pious and honourable vow for the re* 
Qoveary of Palestine, with liberty to fight under 
your honojired banner, and permission firom time 
to time to recommend my love-suit to Bertha^ 
the attendant of the Countess of Paris, and the 
h<q>e that it may find farour in the eyes of her 
noble lord and lady. I may thus finally hope to 
be restored to a country, which I have nenrer 
ceased to love over the >rest of die world." 

<^ Thy service, noble soldier," said the Coun^ 
^^ shall be as acceptable to me as that of a bom 
earl;, nor is there an opportunity of acquiring 
honour which I can ishape for thee, to which, 
as it occurs, I will not gladly prefer thee. I will 
not boast of what interest I have with the 'Kisig 
ioi Enghuid, but something I am do wi(h him^ 
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and it shall be strained to the uttermost to settle 
thee in thine own beloved native country/' 

The Emperor then spoke* <^ Bear witness^ 
heaven and earth, and you my faithful subjects* 
and you my gallant allies ; above all, you my 
bold and true Varangian Guard, that we would 
mther have lost the brightest jewel from our 
Imperial crown, than have relinquished the ser- 
vice of this true and faithful Anglo-Saxon. But 
since go he must and will, it shall be my study 
to distinguish him by such marks of beneficence 
as may make it known through his future life, 
that he is the person to whom the Emperor 
Alexius Comnenus acknowledged a debt larger 
than his empire could discharge. You, my Lord 
Tancred, and your principal leaders, will sup 
ith us this evening, and to-morrow resnme 
your honourable and religious purpose of pil- 
grimage! We trust both the combatants will also 
oblige us by their presence* — Trumpets, give 
the signal for dismission.'' 

The trumpets sounded accordingly, and the 
different classes of spectators^ armed and un* 
armed^ broke up into various parties^ or formed 
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into their military ranks, for the purpose of their 
return to the city* 

The screams of women, suddenly and strange* 
ly raised, was the first thing that arrested the 
departure of the multitude, when those who 
glanced their eyes back, saw Sylvan, the great 
ouran-outang, produce himself in the lists, to 
their surprise and astonishment. The women, 
and many of the men who were present, unac-> 
customed to the ghastly look and savage appear* 
ance of a creature so extraordinary, raised a yell 
of terror so loud, that it discomposed the animal 
who was the occasion of its being raised. Syl* 
van, in the course of the night, having escaped 
over the garden-^s^ of Agelastes, and clambered 
over the rampart of the city, found no difficulty in 
hiding himself in the lists which were in the act 
of being raised, having found a lurking-place in 
some dark comer under the seats of the specta* 
tors. From this he was probably dislodged by 
the tumult of the dispersing multitude, and had 
been compelled, therefore, to make an appear* 
ance in public when he least desired it, not un* 
like that of the celebrated FuUccinellOf at the 
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oradiudon of his own drama, when he liters in 
mortal strife with the foul fien^ himself, a scene 
which scarcely excites more terror among the 
juvenile audience, than did the imexpected appar 
rition of Sylvan among the spectators of the 
daeL Bows were bent and javelins pointed by 
the braver part of the soldiery, against an ani* 
mal of an appearance so ambiguous, and whom 
his uncommon size and grizzly look caused most 
who beheld him to suppose either the devil him- 
self, or the apparition of some fiendish deity of 
ancient days, whom the heathens worshipped*. 
Sylvan, had so far improved such opportunities 
as had been afforded him, as to become suffi- 
ciently aware that the attitudes assumed by so 
many miUtery men, inferred immediate danger 
to his person, from which he hastened to shelter 
himself by flying to the protection of Hereward^ 
with whom he had been in some degree &nii« 
liariaed. He seized him, accordingly, by. th^ 
doak, and, by the absurd and alarmed look of 
hh £emtastic featuires, and a certain wild and gib* 
hetmg chatter, endeavoured to express his fett( 
and te aakfiratectton. Hereward qndeiBtood the 
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taffified orestiire, and turning to the Elmpen^t 
tiirone^ said aloud, — ^ Poor frightened beings 
turn thy petition, and gestures, and tones, to a 
quarter which, having to-day pardoned so many 
offences which were wilfully and malieioualy 
schemed, will not be, I am sure, obdurate to such 
as lihou, in thy half-reasooing capacity, may have 
been capable of committiBg." 

The creature, as is the nature of its tribe, 
eanght from Hereward himself the mode of ap- 
plying with most effect his gestures and pitiable 
supplication, while the Emperor^ notwitihstand-» 
ing the serious scene which had just past, could 
not help laughing at the touch of comedy fluog 
into it by this last incident* 

" My trusty Hereward," — ^he said aside, " (I 
will not again call him Edward if I can help it) — 
&OU art the refuge of the distressed, whether it be 
mam or beast, and nothing that snes through thy 
intercession, while thou remainest in our service^ 
shall £nd its suppIioatioR in vain. Do thoo» 
good Hereward," for the name .was now pretty. 
w«ill established in his Imperial memory, ^ and 
anoh of thy oompaoionsas know tdie/haluts of iht 
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creature, lead him back to his old quarters in the 
Blacquemal ; and that done, my friend, observe 
that we request thy company, and that of thy 
£Edthful mate Bertha, to partake supper at our 
court, with our wife and daughter, and such of 
our servants and allies as we shall request to 
share the same honour. Be assured, that while 
thou remainest with us, there is no point of dig- 
nity which shall not be willingly paid to thee. — 
And do thou approach, AchiUes Tatius, as much 
&y>ured by thine Emperor as before this day 
dawned. What chafes are agwist thee have 
been only whispered in a friendly ear, which 
remembers them not, unless (which Heaven 
forefend !) their remembrance is renewed by 
fresh offences.'' 

Achilles Tatius bowed till the plume of his 
helmet mingled with the mane of his fiery horse, 
but held it wisest to forbear any answer in wordsy 
leaving his crime and his pardon to stand upon 
those general terms in which the Emperor had 
expressed them. 

* Once more the multitude of all ranks return- 
ed on their way to the city, nor did any second 
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interruption arrest their march. Sylvan, accom- 
panied by one or two Varangians, who led him 
in a sort of captivity, took his way to the vaults 
of the Blacquernal, which were in &ct his pro- 
per habitation. 

Upon the road to the city, Harpax, the noto- 
rious corporal of the Immortal Guards, held a 
discourse with one or two of his own soldiers, 
and of the citizens who had been members of 
the late conspiracy^ 

" So," said Stephanos, the prize-fighter, " a 
fine affair we have made of it, to suffer ourselves 
to be all anticipated and betrayed by a thick- 
skulled Varangian ; every chance turning against 
us as they would against Corydon, the shoe- 
maker, if he were to defy me to the circus. 
Ursel, whose death made so much work, turns 
out not to be dead after all ; and, what is worse, 
' he lives not to our advantage. This fellow Here- 
ward, who was yesterday no better than myself 
— What do I say ? — ^better ! — ^he was a great 
deal worse — ^an insignificant nobody in every 
respect ! — ^is now crammed with honours, praises, 
and gifts, till he wellnigh returns what they 
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hare given him, ajid the Caesar and the Aei^yte^ 
our associates, have lost the Emperor's love and 
confidence, and if they are su£Fered to surviTe, 
it must be like the tame domestic poultry, whom 
we pamper with food one day, that upon the 
next their necks may be twisted for spit or pof 
"Stephanos," replied the centurion, "thy form 
of body fits thee well for the Palaestra, but thy 
mind is not so acutely formed as to detect that 
which is real from that which. is only probable, in 
the political world, of which thou art now judg- 
ing. Considering the risk incurred by lending a 
man's ear to a conspiracy, thou oughtest to redcoa 
it a saving in every particular, where he escapes 
witib his life and character safe. This has been 
the case with Achilles Tadus, and with the 
CaBStff. They have remained also in their high 
places of trust and power, and may be confident 
that the Emperor will hardly dare to remove 
them at a future period, since the possession of 
the full knowledge of their guilt has not embol- 
dened him to do so. Their power, thus left 
with them, is in fact ours ; nor is there a drcmfr- 
stance to be supposed, which can induce them tik 
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betray their confederates to the govemmeiit* It 
is much more likely that they will remember 
them with the probability of renewing, at a fit^ 
ter time, the alliance which binds them together. 
Cheer np thy noble resolution, therefore, my 
Prince of the Circus, and think that thou shalt 
•till retain that predominant influence which the 
&vourites of the amphitheatre «re sure to possess 
over the citizens of Constantinople.'' 

<* I cannot tell," answered Stephanos ; *^ but 
it gnaws at my heart like the worm that diedi 
not, to see this beggarly foreigner betray the 
noblest blood in the land, not to mention lbs 
best athlete in the Paleestra, and move 'off not 
only without punidiment for his treachery, but 
with praise, honour, and preferment." 

** True," sakL Harpax ; *< but observe, my 
friend, that he does move off to purpose. He 
leaves the land, quits the corps in which he might 
claim preferment and a few vain honours, being 
valued at what such trifles amount to. Here«> 
ward, in die course of one or two days, shall be 
little better than a disbanded soldier, subsisting 
by tibe poor bread which he can obtain as a 
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follower of this beggarly Count, or which he 
is rather bound to dispute with the infidel, by 
encountering with his battle-axe the Turkish 
sabres. What will it avail him amidst the dis* 
asters, the slaughter, and the fiunine of Pales- 
tine, that he once upon a time was admitted to 
supper with the Emperor ? We know Alexius 
Comnenus — he is willing to discharge, at the 
highest cost, such obligations as are incurred to 
men like this Hereward; and, belieye me, I 
think that I see the wily despot shrug his shoul- 
ders in derision, when one morning he is saluted 
with the news of a battle in Palestine lost by 
the crusaders, in which his old acquaintance has 
fdlen a dead man^ I will not insult thee, by 
telling thee how easy it might be to acquire the 
£Eiyour of a gentlewoman in waiting upon a lady 
of quality; nor do I think it would be difficult, 
should that be the object of the prize-fighter, 
to. acquire the property of a hxge baboon like 
Sylvan, which no doubt would set up as a 
juggler any Frank who had meanness of spirit 
to propose to gain his bread in such a capacity, 
from the alms of the starving chivalry of Europe* 
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But he who can stoop to envy the lot of such a 
person, ought not to be one whose chief personal 
distinctions are sufficient to place him first in rank 
oyer all the fiftvourites of the amphitheatre," 

There was something in this sophistical kind 
of reasoning, which was but half satisfactory to 
the obtuse intellect of the prize-fighter, to whom 
it was addressed, although the only answer which 
he attempted was couched in this observation: — 

** Ay, but, noble centurion, you forget that, 
besides empty honours, it was proposed that this 
Varangian Hereward, or Edward, whichever is 
his name, is promised a mighty donative of 
gold." 

** Marry, you touch me there," said the cen- 
turion ; *^ and when you tell me that the pro*- 
mise is fulfilled, I will willingly agree that the 
Anglo-Saxon hath gained something to be en- 
vied for ; but while it remains in the shape of a 
naked promise, you shall pardon me, my worthy 
Stephanos, if I hold it of no more account than 
the mere pledges which are distributed among 
ourselves as well as to the Varangians, promi^ 
sing upon future occasions mints of money^ 

VOL. Ill, 2 
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which we ate likely to reoeire ad the sane tim# 
with the last y esr^s snow. Keep up your hearty 
therefore, noUe Stq^hanoe, and bdiere not tluil 
your aiEurs are worse for die misoarria^e of dda 
day ; and let not thy gallant courage sink, but, 
Temembering those prindples upon which it was 
called into action, believe that thy objects are 
not the less secure because &te has remored 
their aoquisitkm to a more distant day." Hie 
veteran and unbending conspirator, Harpax, thus 
strengthened for some future renewal of their 
enterprise the idling spirits of Stephanos. 

After this, such leaders as were included in 
the invitation given by the Emperor, repaired to 
liie evening meal, and, from the general content 
and complaisance expressed by Alexius and his 
guests of every description, it could little have 
been supposed that the day just passed over was 
«ne which had inferred a puipose so dangerous 
and treacherous. 

The absence of the Countess Brenhilda, du*^ 
ting this eventful day, created no small surprise 
to the Emperor and those in his immediate con*- 
Adence, who knew her enterprising spirit, and 
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Ae interest slie must liare felt in ^e ksne of the 
combat. Bertha had made an early eommnmc»* 
tion to the Count, that his lady> agitated with the 
many anxieties of the few preceding days, was 
vnable to leare her apartment The valiant 
knight, therefore, lost no time in acquainting 
his faithful Countess of his safety ; and afterwards 
joining those who partook of the banquet at the 
palace, he bore himself as if the least recollection 
did not remain on his mind of the perfidious con- 
duct of the Emperor at the conclusion of the last 
entertainment. He knew, in truth, that the 
knights of Prince Tancred not only maintained 
a strict watch round the house where Brenhilda 
remained, but also, that they preserved a severe 
ward in the neighbourhood of the Blacquernal, 
as well for the safety of their heroic leader, as 
for that of Count Robert, the respected compa* 
nion of their military pilgrimage. 

It was the general principle of the Europeaiit 
ehivalry, that distrust was rarely permitted to sur-» 
vive open quarrels, and that whatever was for-^ 
given, was dismissed from their recollection, as 
unlikely to recur ; but on the present occasioii 
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there was a more than usual assemblage of tr6o{>ls 
which the occurrences of the day had drawn to- 
gethery so that the crusaders were called upon to 
be particularly watchful. 

It may be believed that the evening passed 
over without any attempt to renew the ceremo- 
nial in the council chamber of the Lions, which 
had been upon a former occasion terminated in 
such misunderstanding. Indeed, it would have 
been lucky, if the explanation between the 
mighty Emperor of Greece and the chivalrous 
Knight of Paris, had taken place earlier. For 
reflection on what had passed, had convinced the 
Emperor that the Franks were not a people to 
be imposed upon by pieces of clockwork, and 
similar trifles, and what they did not understaud, 
was sure, instead of procuring their awe or ad-' 
miration, to excite their anger and defiance; nor 
bad it altogether escaped Count Robert, that 
the manners of the eastern people were upon a 
different scale from those to which he had been 
accustomed; that they neither were so deeply 
affected by the spirit of chivalry, nor, in his own 
language, was the worship of the Lady of the 
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Broken Lances so congenial a subject of adora- 
tion. This notwithstanding, Count Robert ob« 
served, that Alexius Comnenus was a wise and 
politic prince; his wisdom perhaps too much 
allied to cunning, but yet aiding him to maintain 
with great address that empire over the minds of 
his subjects, which was necessary for their good, 
and for maintaining his own authority* He 
therefore resolved to receive with equanimity 
whatever should be offered by the Emperor, 
either in civility or in the way of jest, and not 
again to disturb an understanding which might 
be of advantage to Christendom, by a quarrel 
founded upon misconception of terms or misap- 
prehension of manners. To this prudent reso- 
lution the Count of Paris adhered during the 
whole evening; with some difficulty, however, 
since it was somewhat inconsistent with his own 
fiery and inquisitive temper, which was equally 
desirous to know the precise amount of whatever 
was addressed to him, and to take umbrage at it, 
should it appear in the least degree offensive, 
-whether so intended or not 
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CHAPTER X. 

It was not until after the oonqnest of Jen^ 
salem that Count Robert of Paris returned to 
Congtantin<yIe, and, with bin wife, and sadi pro* 
portMm of his followers as the sword and pesti- 
lence had left after that bloody waifiure, resuned 
his course to hit native kingdom. Upon rfaching 
Italy, the first care of the noUe Count and 
Countess, was to celebrate in prmoely style the 
marriage of Hereward and his fidthful Bertha» 
who had added to their other chiims upon their 
master and mistress, those acquired by Hexe« 
ward's fiddif ul services in Palestine^ and no lam 
by Bertha's affectionate ministry to her lady in 
Constantinople.. 

As to the fate of Alexius Comnenus, it maf 
be read at large in the hisloiy of his daughter 
Anna, who has represented him as the hero of 
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many • victory, achieved, says the pvrplMKNrnr 
ia the third chapt^ and fifteeath book of her hii^ 
toryi soiaetiiaes by his arms aad soaietimes by 
kis ]uradenee. *< His boldness aXone has gained 
90iae battles, at other tuoies his siieeess has been 
won by stratagem. He has erected the most 
iHiistrioiis of his trophies by confironting danger^ 
by oiwiibatuig like a simple soldier, and thtowii^ 
himself bareheaded into the thickest of the £mu 
J3at there are others," continues the acoeni^ 
p&hed lady, ^^ whidi he gained an opportunity 
0i ereetbg by assuming the aj^axance of ter^ 
yar, and even of retreat In a word^ he knew 
alike bow to triumph either in flight or in puv* 
irwit, and remained upright even before thost 
^nesiies who appeared to have struck him dawBf 
fesemUing the military implement termed tht 
Mlthrq), which remains always upri^t in whiMk 
lever dkeietioB it is thrown on the ground." 

It would be uitjust to deprive liie Frtneeas of 
ilhe defence she bers(^ makes agmat t^e obvJMi 
etewge ef partiality. 

M I mut stiU enpe mare lepel the reproach 
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which some bring against me, as if my history 
was composed merely according to the dictates 
of the natural love for parents which is engraved 
in the hearts of children. In trath, it is not 
the ejffect of that affection which I bear to mine, 
but it is the evidence of matter of fact, which 
obliges me to speak as I have done. Is it not 
possible that one can have at the same time an 
affection for the memory of a father and for 
truth? For myself, I have never directed my 
attempt to write history, otherwise than for the 
ascertainment of the matter of fact With this 
purpose, I have taken for my subject the history 
of a worthy man. Is it just, that, by the single 
accident of his being the author of my birth^ 
his quality of my father ought to form a preju- 
dice against me, which would ruin my credit with 
my readers ? I have given, upon other occasions^ 
proofii sufficiently strong of the ardour which I 
had for the defence of my father's interests, which 
those that know me can never doubt; but, on 
the present^ I have been limited by the invio- 
lable fidelity with which I respect «the troth, 
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wMcH I slioiild liave felt conscience to have 
veiled, under pretence of serving the renown of 
my father.** — Ibidem^ chap. iii. book xv. 

This much we haVe deemed it our duty to 
quote, in justice to the fair historian ; we will 
extract also her description of the Emperor's 
death, and are not unwilling to allow, that the 
character assigned to the Princess by our own 
Gibbon, has in it a great deal of fairness and of 
truth. 

Notwithstanding her repeated protests of sa* 
crificing rather to the exact and absolute truth, 
than to the memory of her deceased parent^ 
Gibbon remarks truly, that <^ instead of the 
simplicity of style and narrative which wins a 
belief, an elaborate affectation of rhetoric and 
science betrays in ev6ry page the vanity of a 
female author. The genuine character of Alexins 
is lost in a vag^e , constellation of virtues ; and 
ike perpetual strain of panegyric and apology, 
awakens our jealousy to question the veracity of 
^e historian and the merit of the hero. We 
cannot,, however, refuse her judicious and im« 
portant remark, that the disorders of the times 

i2 
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were tbe misHortiuie and the gloiy of AlejooB^ 
imd tbat every calamity wluck ean aflSict a de- 
dining empire, was accumuIiOed on Ms reign by 
die justiee of Heaven and the vices of his pre- 
decessors." — Gibson's Boman Empire^ voL ix» 
pi^ 83) foot-note. 

The Princess accordingly feels the utmost 
assurance, that a number of signs which appeared 
in heaven and on earth, were interpreted by tlie 
soothsayers of the day as foreboding the death 
of die Enq^^eror. By these means, Anna Com- 
nena assigned to her £skther those indications of 
ponsequence, which ancient historians represent 
as necessary intimations of the sympathy of 
nature with the removal of great characters from 
the world ; but she &ils not to inform the Chris*- 
tian reader, that her father's belief attached to 
lione of these prognostics, and that even on the 
following remarkable occasion he maintained his 
incredulity : — ^A splendid statue, supposed gene- 
Tally to be a relic of paganism, holding in its 
hand a golden sceptre, and standing upon s 
liase of porphyry, was overturned by a tempest 
imd was generally believed to be an intima* 



tMO of tlie d€«ith of the Emperor. This, liow» 
ever, he generously repelled. PUdiafi, he mdt 
and other great sculptors of autiqiiityf had the 
tole&t of imitatiDg the human frame with sur. 
prising accuracy ; but to suppose that the power 
of foretelling future events was reposed in these 
masterpieces of art, would be tP ascribe to their 
makers the Acuities reserved by the Deity for 
himself, when he says, ^^ It is J who kill and 
make alive/' During his latter days, the Empe^ 
ror was greatly afflicted with the gout, the nature 
of which has exercised the wit of many persons 
of science as well as of Anna Ck^mnena. The 
poor patient was so much exhausted, that when 
the Empress was talking of most eloquent persons 
who should assist in the composition of his his^ 
tory, he said, with a natural contempt of such 
vanities, ^ The passages of my unhappy life call 
rather for tears and lamentation .than for the 
praises you speak of." 

. A species of asthma having come to the as-> 
distance of the gout, the remedies of the physi-! 
cians became as vain as the intercession of the 
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monks and clergy, as well as tke alms which were 
mdiscriminately lavished. Two or three deep 
successive swoons gave ominous warning of the 
approaching blow ; and at length was termina* 
ted the reign and life of Alexius Comnenus, a 
prince who, with all the faults which may be 
imputed to him, still possesses a real right, from 
the purity of his general intentions, to be ac« 
counted one of the best sovereigns of the Lower 
Empire* 

For some time, the historian forgot her pride 
of literary rank, and, like an ordinary person, 
burst into tears and shrieks, tore her hair, and 
defiEU^ed her countenance, while the Enipress 
Irene cast from her her princely habits, cut off 
her hair, changed her purple buskins for black 
mourning shoes, and her daughter Mary, who 
had herself been a widow, took a black robe 
from one of her own wardrobes, and presented 
it to her mother. ** Even in the moment when 
she put it on,'' says Anna Comnena, *^ the Em- 
peror gave up the ghost, and in that moment 
fhe sun of my life set'' 
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" We shall not pursue her lamentations farther. 
She upbraids herself that, after the death of her 
father, that light of the vorld, she had also sur* 
vived Irene, the delight alike of the east and of 
the west, and survived her husband also. ^^ I am 
indignant," she said, ^^ that my soul, suffering 
under such torrents of misfortune, should still 
deign to animate my body. Have I not," said 
she, '* been more hard and unfeeling than the 
rocks themselves; and is it not just that one, 
who could survive such a &ther and mother, 
and such a husband, should be subjected to the 
influence of so much calamity ? But let me 
finish this history, rather than any longer fatigue 
my readers with my unavailing and tragical la- 
mentation." 

Having thus concluded her history, she adds 
the following two lines : — 

'< The learned Comnena lays her pen aside^ 
What time her subject and her &ther died.'* 

^niese quotations will |)robably give the read- 
ers as much as they wish to know of the real 
character of this Imperial historian. Fewer 
words will suffice to dispose of the other parties 
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^hd have been aeleeted from lier pagei^ aa per* 
sons in the foregoing drama. 



Tbere it very little doubt that liie Gooat Roi» 
bert at Paris, whose audacity in seating himaetf 
upon the throue of the Emperor gives a peeiif* 
Uar interest to his character, was in fiMst a peiaoa 
of the highest rank ; beuig no other, as has been 
oonjeotured by die learned Du Cange^ than an 
ancestor of the house of Bourbon, which haa so 
long given kings to France. He was a auccessorf 
it has been ccmceived, of the Counts of Paiii^ 
by whom the dty was valiantly defended agaisst 
the Normans, and an ancestor of Hugh Capets 
There are several hypotheses upon this subject, 
deriving the well-known Hugh Capet, first frixm 
the family of Saxony; secondly, from St Ar- 
noul, afterwards Bishop of Altez; tbjsd, from 
Mibilong; fourth, frmm, the Duke ef Bavarian and, 
fifth, from a natural son of the Emperor Chavt 
lemagne. Variously placed, but in each of tb#ait 
CMitested pedigrees, appears this Bobert, 
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Bsmed the £kmy, whoim Cou&t of flat dtftgifli^ 
of whkh B«8 ^ the o^ital, most peouli«dr 
Btylod the County, or Isle of Fianee. Anna 
Comnena, who has recorded the bold usurpatioii 
of the Emperor's seat by this haughty chiefiain, 
has also aeqiudntfed its with his receiyiiig a ae* 
vera, if not a mortal woimd, at the battle of 
Dorjrlaenni, owing to bis negleotiiig the wstt> 
like isBtruetioos with wbieb her &ther baii 6^ 
yanred him tm the subject of the Turkisb vmaau 
Xhe antiq^oary wbo is diq^osed to invesiagate 
this fflil^ct, may consult the late Lord Aak^' 
bnmham'is elaborate Genealogy of the Jloyal 
House of France ; also a note of Du Cange's om 
the Princess's history, p. 362, arguing &)x the 
identity of her '^ Robert of Paris, a baugfaty 
barbarian," with tbe ^< Robert called the Strongs" 
mentiixned as an ancestor of Hugh Capet* Gibr 
bon, YoL xi, p. 52, may also be consulted. The 
JFrench antiquary and tke English historian «eem 
alike dipposed to find the churchy called in the 
tale tibat of the Lady of the Bioken X4EuiQei^ in 
that dedicated to St Drusas, or Drosin ofJLow- 
mmk who was sv^osed to hare peoaliar jb 
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ence on the issue of combats, and to be in the 
habit of determining them in fitvour of such 
champions as spent the night preceding at his 
shrine. 

. In consideration of the sex of one of the par- 
ties concerned, the author has selected our Lady 
of the Broken Lances, as a more appropriate 
patroness than St Drusas himself, for the Ama«* 
zons, who were not uncommon in that age« 
Gseta, for example, the wife of Robert Guiscard^ 
a redoubted hero, and the parent of a most heroic 
race of sons, was herself an Amazim, fought in 
the foremost ranks of the Normans, and is re* 
peatedly commemorated by our Imperial histo* 
rian, Anna Comnena. 

The reader can easily conceive to himself that 
Robert of Paris distinguished himself among 
his brethren-at-arms and fellow-crusaders. His 
&me resounded from the walls of Antioch; buty 
at the battle of Dorylseum, he was so despe* 
rately wounded, as to be disabled from taking a 
part in the grandest scene of the ezpeditionk 
-His heroic Countess, however/ enjoyed the great 
satis&etion of mounting the walls of J^tusalemi 
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and in so fkr discharging her own vows and those 
of her hiishand. This was the more fortunate, as 
the sentence of the physicians pronounced that 
the wounds of the Count had been inflicted by 
a poisoned weapon, and that complete recovery 
was only to be hoped for by having recourse to 
his native air. After some time spent in the 
vain hope of averting by patience this unplea- 
sant alternative, Count Robert subjected him«* 
self to necessity, or what was represented as 
such, and, with his wife and the faithful Here«* 
Ward, and all others of his foUoweis who had 
been like himself disabled from combat, took the 
way to Europe by sea. 

A light galley, procured at a high rate, con- 
ducted them safely to Venice, and from that 
tiien glorious city, the moderate portion of spoil 
which had £Edlen to the Count's share among the 
conquerors of Palestine, served to convey them 
to his own dominions, which, more fortunate 
than those of most* of his fellow pilgrims, had 
been left uninjured by their neighbours during 
the time of their proprietor's absence on the 
Crusade. The report that the Count had lost 
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Ub hedth, and the power of continuing lus h^ 
mage to the Lady of the Broken Lances, brought 
upon him the hostilities of one or two ambitioiia 
or envious neighbours, whose oovetouBness was^ 
however^ sufficiently repressed by the brave re* 
nstanee of the CSountess and the resolute Here*^ 
ward* Less than a twelvemonth Was reqiu« 
red to restore the Count of Paris to his foil 
health, and to render him, as formerly, the as* 
snred jurotecter of his own vassak, and the sub- 
ject in whom the possessors of the French throne 
reposed the utmost confidence* This latter ca^ 
padty enabled Count Robert to dischai^e hia 
debt towards Hereward in a manner as ample at 
he could have hoped or expected. Being now 
respected alike for his wisdom and his sagaeLty^ 
as much as he always was for his intrepidity and 
his character as a successful crusader, he waa 
repeatedly employed by the court of France in 
•ettlii^ the troublesome and intricate affiurs in 
jrhich the Nonnan possessions of the English 
erown involved the rival nations. William Rn- 
fas was not insensible to his merit, nor bland la 
Ab importance of gaining his good will; and 
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finding out his anxiety that Hereward should be 
restored to the land of his fethers, he took, or 
made an opportunity, by the forfeiture of some 
rebellious noble, of conferring upon our Varan- 
gian a large district adjacent to the New Fo- 
rest, being part of the scenes which his father 
chiefly frequented, and where, it is said, the 
descendants of the valiant squire and his Bertha 
have subsisted for many a long year, surviving 
turns of time and chance, which are in general 
fisital to the continuance of more distinguished 
fiunilies. 



END OF COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS. 
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As I itood by yon roofleat towers 

Where tlie wa*flower scents the dewy air, . 
Where the howlet mourns in her ivy bower. 

And tells the midnight moon her care ; 
The winds were kid, the air was stilly 

The stars they shot along the sky ; 
The fax was howling on the bin. 

And the distant echoing glens reply. 

RoBSBT BuAirs. 



CASTLE DANGEROUS. 



CHAPTER I. 



Hoiti licrt bean kaonni at thai dnadionBd lo jriiUU 
Andy Douglas dead^ lus name liath won tbe field. 

JOHH HOMX. 

It was at the dose of an early spring dajf when 
nature, in a cold province of Scotland, was re*- 
Tiving from her winter's sleep, and the air at 
least, though not the vegetation, gave promise 
«f an abatement of the rigour of the season, diat 
two travellers, whose appearance at that early 
period sufficiently announced their wandering 
dbaxacter, which, in general, secured a free pash 
sage even through a dangerous oountry, were 
seen coming from the south-westward, within k 
fnr miles of the Casde of Douglas, and seemed 
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to be holding their poarse in the direction of the 
river of that name, whose dale afforded a species 
of approach to that memorable feudal fortress. The 
stream, small in comparison to the extent of its 
fame, served as a kind of drain to the eoiintry in its 
neighbourhood, and at the same time afforded the 
means of a rough road to the castle and village. 
The high lords to whom the castle had for ages 
belonged, might, had they chosen, have made 
this access a great deal smoother and more con* 
venient; but there had been as yet little or no 
exercise for those geniuses, who have taught all 
the world that it is better to take the more cir- 
cuitous, road round the base of a hill, than the 
direct course of ascending it on the one side, and 
descending it directly on the other, widiont 
yielding a single step to render die passage more 
easy to the traveller; still less were those mys- 
teries dreamed of, whidh M^Adam has of late days 
expounded. But, indeed, to what purpose should 
the ancient Douglasses have employed his prin- 
ciples, even if they had known them in ever so 
much perfection ? Wheel-carriages, except of 
the most clumsy description, and for the most 
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jiinple operations of agriculture, were toially 
unknown. Even the most delicate female had no 
resource save a horse, or, in case of sore infirmitjr, 
a Utter. Tlie men used their own sturdy limbic 
«r hardy horses, to transport themselves from 
fdaoe to place ; and travellers, females in pard- 
•«ular, exp^enced no small inconvenience from 
the ni^ed nature of the country. A swolleh 
torrent sometimes crossed their path, and eonl- 
polled diem to wait until the waters had abated 
their frensy* The bank of a small river was 
occasionally torn away by the effects of a thunder- 
storm, a recent inundation, or the like^convn^ 
sions of nature ; and the wayfarer relied upoii 
his knowledge of die district^ or obtained the 
> best local information in his power, how to direct 
his path so as to surmount such untoward ob- 
atscles. 

The Douglas issues from an amphitheatre of 
mountains which bounds the valley to the south- 
west, from whose coniartbutions, asd the aid- of 
sudden storms, it receives its scanty supplies* 
The general aspect of the country is that of tl^ 
pastoral hills of the soudi of Seolland, fd^minf » 

VOL. III. K 
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» 

as is usual, bleak and wild farms, many of which 
had, at no great length of time from the date of 
the story, been covered with trees ; as some of 
them still attest by bearing the name of shaw^ 
that is, wild natural wood. The neighbourhood 
-Of the Douglas water itself was flat land, capable 
of bearing strong crops of oats and rye, supply- 
ing the inhabitants with what they required of 
these productions. At no great distance from 
the edge of the river, a few special spots except- 
ed, the soil capable of agriculture was more and 
more mixed with the pastoral and woodland 
country, till both terminated in desolate and 
partly inaccessible moorlands. 

Above all, it was war-time, and of necessity 
all circumstances of mere convenience were ob- 
liged to give way to a paramount sense of dan- 
ger ; the inhabitants, therefore, instead of trying 
to amend the paths which connected them with 
other districts^, were thankful that the natural 
difficulties which surrounded them rendered it 
unnecessary to break up or to fortify the access 
from other more open countries. Their wants, 
;With a very few exceptions, were completely 
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supplied, as we have already said, by the rude 
and scanty produce of their own mountains and 
holms,* the last of which served for the exercise 
of their limited agriculture, while the better part 
of the mountains and forest glens produced pas- 
ture for their herds and flocks. The recesses of 
the unexplored depths of these silvan retreats 
being seldom disturbed, especially since the 
lords of the district had laid aside, during this 
time of strife, their constant occupation of hunt- 
ing, the various kinds of game had increased 
of late very considerably ; so that not only in 
crossing the rougher parts of the hilly and deso* 
late country we are describing, different varie- 
ties of deer were occasionally seen, but even the 
wild cattle peculiar to Scotland sometimes showv 
ed themselves, and other animals, which indicar 
ted the irregular aiid disordered state of the 
period. The wild cat was frequently surprised 
in the dark ravines or the swampy thickets ; and 



* J7o/m, or flat plaiiub by the sides of the brooks and mert, 
tenned in the south, Ings, 
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the wolf) already a stranger to the more populoas 
districts of the Lothians, here nudiitaiDed hk 
gitmnd against the encroachments of man, 
Und was still UiBBelf a terror to &08e by whom 
he was finally to be extirpated. In winter 
'iespecially, and winter wds hardly yet past, thes^ 
Savs^e animals were wont to be driren to e(xtre« 
mity for lack of food, and used to frequent, in 
dangerous numbers, llie battie-field, the deserted 
•dsuirchyard — ^nay, saqoetimes the abodes of liytDg 
kien, there to watefa for duldrai, their defence*- 
less prey, with as much familiarity as ttte fox 
ii0w«a*days will venture to prowl near the miB<*» 
Bess's* poEultry-yanL 

From what we have said, tmr readors, if they 
have made — ^as who in these days has not — die 
Scottish tour, will be able to form a tolerably 
just idea of the wilder and upper part of Etou^ 
ghs Dale, durizig the earlier period of the four** 
teenth century, The setting sun cast his gleams 



• The good dame, or tnfe of a respectable iuiner, is almost 
vniyersally thus designated in Scotland. 
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aovg, a moorland cmmtry, wkich to the w€9t« 
waid htcke into lai^^ svelb, terminating' ia 
die moQBtains called the Lai^er and Lesser 
CSaimtable* The first of diese is, as it were, the; 
&ther of the hills in the neighbourhood, the 
source of an hundred streams^ and by far the 

largest of the ridge, still holding in Ym dark bo* 

* 

som, and in the ravines with which his sides are 
plci^hed, considerable remnants of those an- 
cient forests with which all the high grounds oi 
ti^ quarter were once covered, and partienlarly. 
tiie hills, in which the rivers — ^both those whick 
run to the east, and those which seek the west 
to disdiarge themselves inte the Solway-^]4de^ 
Iflce so many hermits, their original and scanty. 
0ouree& 

The landscape was stiU iUumisated by the re*^. 
flection of the evening su% sometimes thrown, 
back from pool or stream ; sometimes, resdng on. 
grey recks, huge cumbertts of the soil, whick 
labour and agriculture have since removed, ancl 
sometimes contenting itself with gilding the 
banks of the stream, tinged alternately grey^ 
gree% or ruddy^ as the grouiid itsdf consisted of. 
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rOck, or grassy turf, or bare earthen mound, or 
looked at a distance like a rampart of dark red por- 
phyry. Occasionally, too, the eye rested on the 
steep brown extent of moorland, as the sunbeam 
glanced back from the little tarn or mountain 
pool, whose lustre, like that of the eye in the 
human countenance, gives a life and vivacity to 
every feature around. 

The elder and stouter of the two travellers 
whom we have mentioned, was a person well, 
and even showily dressed, according to the finery 
of the times, and bore at his back, as wandering 
minstrels were wont, a case, containing a small 
harp, rote, or viol, or some such species of mu^ 
sical instrument for accompanying the voice. 
The leathern case announced so much, although 
it proclaimed not the exact nature of the instru- 
ment. The colour of the traveller's doublet was 
blue, that of his trowsers or pantaloons violet, 
with flashes which showed a lining of the same 
colour wijth the jerkin. A mantle ought, accord- 
ing to ordinary custom, to have covered this dress, 
but the heat of the sun, though the season was 
80 early, had induced the wearer to fold up his 
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cloak in small coinpass, and form it into a bun- 
dle, attached to the shoulders like the military^ 
great-coat of the infantry soldier of the present 
day. The neatness with which it was made up, 
argued the precision of a practised traveller^ who 
had been long accustomed to every resource 
which change of weather required. A great pro-* 
fusion of narrow ribands or points, constituting 
the loops with which our ancestors connected 
their doublet and trowsers, formed a kind of cor- 
don, composed of knots of blue or violet, which 
surrounded the traveller's person, and thus as- 
similated in colour with the two garments which 
it was the office of these strings to combine. 
The bonnet usually worn with this showy dress, 
was of that kind with which Henry the Eighth 
and his son, Edward the Sixth, are usually 
represented. It was more fitted, from the 
py stuff of whick it was composed, to appear 
in a public place, than to encounter a storm of 
rain. It was party-coloured, being made of dif- 
ferent stripes of blue and violet; and the wearer 
arrogated a certain degree of gentility to himself, 
by wearing a plume of considerable dimensions 



224 CASTLE BANGEBOUS. 

of the same fayofuite ooloms. The featufes over 
which this feather drooped were in no degree 
remarkable for peculiarity of expression* Yet^ 
in so desolate a country as the west of Scotland,, 
it would not hare been easy to pass the man 
without more minute attention than he would 
have met with where Acre was more in the char 
racter of the scenery to arrest the gaze of ^ the 
passengers. 

' A quick eye, a sociable look, seeming to sayv 
^ Ay, look at me, I am a man worth noticing^ 
and not unwor&y your attention," carried with 
it, nererthele«^ an interpretation which might 
be thought favourable or otlierwise, according to 
the character of the person whom the traveller 
met. A knight or soldier would merely have 
thought that he had met a merry fellow, who 
could sing ^ wild song> or tell a wild tale, an4 
help to empty a flagon, with all the accomplish* 
inents necessary for a boon companion at an 
hostelry, except perhaps an alacrity at defraying 
his share of the reckoning. A diurchman, on 
the other hand, might have thought he of the blue 
and violet was of too loose habits, and accustom* 
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td too fitde to limit Imnself within the bounda^' 
ries of beseeming mirth, to be fit society £5r ona 
of his sacred calling. Yet the Man of Song had 
a ceiiadn steadiness of countenance, which, seemis- 
ed fitted to hold place in scenes of serious hoeif 
ness, as well as of gayetjr. A wayfaring passen* 
ger of wealth, not at that time a numerous class;^ 
might have feared in him a professional robber, 
or one whom opportunity was very likely to c&i/t* 
vert into such ; a female might have been ap^ 
prehensive of uncivil treatment; and a youtki 
w timid person, might have thought of mur* 
der, or such direful doings. Unless privately 
armed, however, the minstrel was ill accoutred 
for any dangerous occupation. His only visible 
weapon was a small crooked sword, like what wtf 
BOW call a hanger ; and the state of the times 
would have justified any man, however peaceful 
his intentions, for being so far armed against the 
perils of the road. If a glance at this man had 
in any respect prejudiced him in the opinion of 
those whom he met on his journey, a look at hit 
companion would, 'so &r as his character could 
be guessed at — for he was closely muffled ii] 
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have passed for an apology and warrant for bis 
associate. 

The younger traveller was apparently in early 
youth) a soft and gentle boy, whose Sclavonic 
gown, the appropriate dress of the pilgrim, he 
wore more closely drawn about him than the 
coldness of the weathei^ seemed to authorize or 
recommend. His features, imperfectly seen un- 
der the hood of his pilgrim's dress, were prepos- 
sessing in a high degree ; and though he wore a 
^Talking sword, it seemed rather to be in com- 
pliance with general fashion than from any vio^ 
lent purpose that he did so. There were traces 
of sadness upon his brow, and of tears upon his 
cheeks ; and his weariness was sucb, as even his 
rougher companion seemed to sympathize with, 
while he privately participated also in the sor- 
row which left its traces upon a countenance so 
lovely. They spoke together, and the eldest of 
the two, while he assumed the deferential air 
proper to a man of inferior rank addressing a 
superior, showed, in tone and gesture, some- 
. thing that amounted to interest and affection. 

^^ Bettram, my friend," said the younger of 



CASTLE DANGEROUS. • 227 

the twoy ^' how fer are we still from Douglas 
Castle ? We have already come farther than the 
thirty miles, which thou didst say was the dis- 
tance from Cammock — or how didst thou call the 
last hostelry which we left by daybreak ?* 

" Cumnock, my dearest lady — I beg tea 
thousand excuses — my gracious young lord.'' 

^^ Call me Augustine," replied his comrade^ 
<< if you mean to speak as is fittest for the 
time.'* 

" Nay, as for that," said Bertram^ " if your 
ladyship can condescend to lay aside your qua- 
lity, my own good-breeding is not so firmly 
sewed to me but that I can doff it, and resume 
it again without its losing a sdtch ; and since 
your ladyship, to whom I am sworn in obedience, 
is pleased to command that I should treat you 
as my own son, shame it were to me if I were 
not to show you the affection of a father, more 
especially as I may well swear my great oatli, 
that I owe you the duty of such, though well I 
wot it has, in our case, been the lot of the ibther 
to be maintained by the kindness and liberality ' 
of the son ; for when was it that I hungered or 
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and the black stock* of Berkdy 
not relieve my wants ?" 

• ^* I would have it so," said the young' lady» 
whose pilgrim's dress was so shaped as to give 
her the air of the other sex; ^' I would have it 
so« What use of the mountains of beef, and 
the oceans of beer, which they say oui domains, 
produce, if there is a hungry heart among- our 
vassalage, or especially if thou, Bertram, who 
hast served as the minstrel of our house for more 
than twenty years, shouldst experience such 'a 
feeling ?* 

^^ Certes, lady," answered Bertram, ^ it would 
be like the catastrophe which is tbld of the Baron 
of Fastenough, when his last mouse was starved 
to death in the very pantry ; and if I escape this 
journey without such a calamity, I shall think 
myself out of reach of thirst or famine for llie 
whole of my life," 

*^ Thou hast suffered already onoe or twice by 
tkese attacks, my poor friend," said the lady. 

«^ It is little," answered Bertram, " any thii^ 

■» — ■ ' — 

* The teble dormant, which stood in a baron's hall, was often so 
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that I have suffered; and I were ungrateful to 
give tlie inconyeiiienee of mLssiDg a breakfaat^ 
or meeting an untimely dinner, so gerions a. 
name. ' But tLen I hardly see how your ladyship 
can endure this gear much longer. You must 
yourself feel, that the plodding along these high, 
lands, of which the Scots give us sudi good 
measure in theiv miles, is no jesting matter ; 
and aa for Douglas Castle^ why it is nearly as 
distant as five miles, not to say any thing of 
what the Scots call a bittock^ which in their way 
of accounting is at least a mile to boot." 

^* The question then is," quoth the lady, hea- 
ving a sigh, ^^ what we are to do when we have 
so far to travel, and when the castle gates must 
be locked long before we arrive there ?" 

" For that I will pledge my word," answered 
Bertram. " The gates of Douglas, under the 
keeping of Sir John de Walton, do not open so 
easily as those of the buttery hatch at our own 
castle, when it is well oiled ; and if your lady- 
ship take my advice, you will turn southward 
ho ! and in two days at farthest, we shall be in a 
land where men's wants are provided £0^1 as the. 
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inns proclaim it, with the least possible delay, 

and the secret of thb little journey shall never 

be known to living mortal but ourselves, as sure 

as I am sworn minstrel and man of faith/' 

<^ I thank thee for thy advice, mine honest 
t 

Bertram/' said the lady, ^^ but I cannot profit 
by it. Should thy knowledge of these parts pos- 
sess thee with an acquaintance with any decent 
house, whether it belong to rich or poor, I would 
willingly take quarters there, if I could obtain 
tliem from this time until to-morrow morning. 
The gates of Douglas Castle will then be open 
to guests of so peaceful an appearance as we 
carry with us, and — and — it will out — ^we might 
have time to make such applications to our 
toUet as might ensure us a good reception, by 
drawing a comb through our locks, or such like 
fopperJ^'' 

'* Ah, madam !" said Bertram, " were not Sir 
John de Walton in question, methinks I should 
venture to reply, that an unwashed brow, an 
unkempt head of hair, and a look far more saucy 
than your ladyship ever wears, or can wear, were 
the proper disguise to trick out that minstrel's 
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boy, whom you wish to represent in the present 
pageant'* 

" Do you suffer your youthful pupils to be 
indeed so slovenly and so saucy, Bertram ?'' an- 
swered the lady. ^^ I for one will not imitate 
them in that particular ; and whether Sir John 
be now in the Castle of Douglas or not, I will 
treat the soldiers who hold so honourable a charge 
with a washed brow, and a head of hair some- 
what ordered. As for going back without seeing 
a castle which has mingled even with my very 
dreams — ^at a word, Bertram, thou mayst go that 
way, but I wiU not" 

*' And if I part with your ladyship on such 
terms," responded the minstrel, ^<now your frolic 
is so nearly accomplished, it shall be the foul 
fiend himself, and nothing more comely or less 
dangerous, that shall tear me from your side ; 
and for lodging, there is not far from hence the 
house of one Tom Dickson of Hazelside, one of 
the most honest fellows of the dale, and who, 
although a labouring man, ranked as high as a 
warrior, when I was in this country, as any 
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noble genHemsti that rode in the band of tiie 
Douglas." 

<< He is, Aen, a soldier?" said the lady* * 

^ When his country or his lord need his 
sword,'' replied Bertram — ^ and, i» say the 
tmth, they are seldom at peace ; bnt otherwise,, 
he is no enemy, save to the wolf which plunders 
his herds." 

^^ But forget not, my trusty guide," rep&ed 
the lady, ^^ that the blood in our veins is Eng*- 
lish, and consequently, that we are in dai^r 
from all who call themselves foes to the ruddy 
Cross." 

'^ Do not fear this man's jEaith,'' answered 
Bertram. ^^ You may trust to him as to the besl* 
knight or gentleman of the land. We may make 
good our lodging by a tune or a soi^ ; and it 
may remember you that I undertook (provided 
it pleased your ladyship) to temporize a litde* 
with the Scots, who, poor souls, love minstrelsy, 
and when they have but a silver penny, will will- 
ingly bestow it to encourage the pay science — . 
I promised you, I sa}r, that we should be as 
welcome to them as if we had been bom amidst 
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tbeir own wild hills ; and for the best that sadi 
house as Dickson's sfords, the glee-man's siKi, 
&ir lady, shall not breathe a wish in Tarn* And 
now, will yoa speak your mind to your devoted 
friend and adopted Either, or rather your sworn 
servant and guide, Bertram Ae Minstrel, what 
it is your pleas«ire*to do in this matter?' 

^' O, we will certainly aeeept of the Soot's 
IxospitaUty," said the lady, '^ your minstrel word 
being plighted that he is a true man* — ^Tom 
iDickson, call you him ?" 

'< Tes," replied Bertram^ ^^ sudd is his name ; 
and by looking on these sheep, I am assured 
that we are now upon his estate." 

** Indeed !" said the lady, with some surprise ; 
« and how is your wisdom aware of that ?" 

^^ I see the first letter of his name marked 
upon this flock," answered the guide. " Ah, 
learning is what carries a man through the world, 
as well as if he had the ring by virtue of which 
old minstrels tell that Adam understood the Ian- 
gnage of the beaste in Paradise. Ah, madam! 
there is more wit taught in the shepherd's shiel- 
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iqg than the lady thinks of, who sews her painted 
seam in her summer bower." 

<^ Be it so, good Bertram. And although not 
so deeply skilled in the knowledge of written 
langpiage as you are, it is impossible for me to 
esteem its value more than I actually do ; so 
hold we on the nearest road to this Tom Dick-> 
son's, whose very sheep tell of his whereabout. 
I trust we have not very far to go, although the 
knowledge that our journey is shortened by a 
few miles has so much recovered my fetigue, 
that methinks I could dance all the rest of the 
way." 
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CHAPTER II. 



Rosalind* WeU, this is the Forest of Arden. 

Touchstone, Aye, now am I in Arden ; tlie more fool I. When 
I was at home I was in a better place ; but trayellers must be 
content. 

Jios* Aye, be so, good Touchstone. — Look you, who comes 
here ; a young man and an old, in solemn talk. 

As You Like It.'^Scene IV. Act IL 



As the travellers spoke together, they reached 
a turn of the path which presented a more ex- 
tensive prospect than the broken face of this 
country had yet shown them. A valley, through 
which flowed a small tributary stream, exhibited 
the wild, but not unpleasant, features of " a 
lone vale of green braken ;" here and there be- 
sprinkled with groups of alder-trees, of hazels, 
and of copse oakwood, which had maintained 
their stations in the recesses of the valley, al- 
though they had vanished from the loftier and. 
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more exposed sides of the hills. The farm-house^ 
or mansion-house, (for, from its size and appear- 
ance, it might have been the one or the other,) 
was a large but low building, and the walls of the 
out-houses were sufficiently strong to resist any 
band of casual depredators. There was nothing, 
however, which could withstand a more power- 
fiil force ; for, in a country laid waste by war, 
the farmer was then, as now, obliged to take' 
his chance of the great evils attendant upon 
that state of things ; and his condition, never* 
a very eligible one, was rendered considerably 
worse by the insecurity attending it. About 
half a mile ferther was seen a GotUb boiUoig 
of very small extent, having a half-dismantled; 
chapel, which the minstrel pronounced to be the; 
Abbey of Saint Bride. ^^ The place/' he aaid^ 
<* I understand is alkiwed to subsist, as two or. 
three old monks and as many nuns^ whom H 
contains^ are penmtted by the English to serve 
God ^ere,, and sometimes to give relief tO: 
Scottish travellers; and who have accordbgly^. 
takes assurance with Sir John de Walton, and. 
accept^ed as their superior a churdiman on whom. 



CASTLE DANGEKOUS. SS7 

lie tlimkB he can depend. But if these guesti 
happen to reveal any secrets, ikej are^ by some 
means or other, beliered to fly towards the £ng^ 
Jish goremor ; and therefore, unless your lady- 
ship's commands be positive, I think we had best 
not trust oorselves to their hoapitality/' 

'^ Of a surety, no,^ said the huly, ^ if thon 
canst provide me with lodgings where we shall 
have more prudent hosts.'' 

At this moBient, two human forms were seen 
to approach the farm-house in a different direo- 
taon from the travellers, and speaking so high, 
in a tone apparendy of dispute, that the minstrel 
and his companion could distinguish their voices 
though the distance was (considerable Having 
skreened lus eyes with his hand for some mi- 
nutes, Beitram at length exclaimed, ^< ByOm: 
Lady, it is my old Mend, Tom Dickson^ sure 
enough 1 — What can make him in such bad 
humour with the lad, who, I think, may be the 
little wihl boy, his son Charles, who used to run 
^jbout cmd plait rushes some twenty years ago. 
i It is lucky, however, we have Ibnnd our friends 
astir ; for, I warrant, Tom hath a hearty piece 
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it 

of beef in the pot ere he goes to bed, and he 
must hav^ changed his wont if an old friend hath 
•not his share ; and who knows, had we come later, 
fit what hour they may now find it convenient 
to drop latch and draw bolt so near a hostile gar* 
rison ; for if we call things by their right names, 
such is the proper term for an English garrison 
in the castle of a Scottish nobleman/' 

** Foolish man," answered the lady, ** thou 
judgest of Sir John de Walton as thou wouldst 
of some rude boor, to whom the opportunity of 
doing what he wills is a temptation and license 
to exercise cruelty and oppression. Now, I could 
plight you my word, that, setting apart the quar- 
rel of the kingdoms, which, of course, will be 
fought out in fair battle on both sides, you will 
find that English and Scottish, within this dp- 
main, and within the reach of Sir John de Wal- 
ton's influence, live together as that same flock 
of sheep and goats do with the shepherd's dog ; 
a foe from whom they fly upon certain occasions, 
but around whom they nevertheless eaged^ 
gather for protection should a wolf happen to 
dhow himself." 
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^* It is not to your ladjrship/' answered Ber- 
tram, ^^ that I should venture to state my opi« 
nion of such matters; but the young knight, 
when he is sheathed in armour, is a different 
heing from him who feasts in halls among press 
of ladies ; and he that feeds by another man's 
preside, and when his landlord, of all men in the 
'world, chances to be the Black Douglas, has rea- 
"son to keep his eyes about him as he makes his 
meal: — ^but it were better I looked after our 
-own evening refreshment, than that I stood 
here gaping and talking about other folk's mat- 
ters." So saying, he called out in a thundering 
tone of voice, " Dickson ! — ^what ho, Thomas 
Dickson! — will you not acknowledge an old 
•friend, who is much disposed to trust his supper 
.and night's lodging to your hospitality?" 
* The Scotchman, attracted by the call, looked 
first along the banks of the river, then upwards 
to the bare side of the hill, and at length cast his 
eyes upon the two figures who were descending 
-from it. 

As if he felt the night colder while he advan- 
-^ed from the more sheltered part of the valley 
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to meet diem, the Douglas Dale fumer wiapped 
4lloser arooxMi liim die grey plaid, which, horn, 
an esAy period, has been used bjr die shcpkeids 
of the south of Scotland, and the appearance of 
which gires a romantic air to the peasimtry and 
middle classes ; and which, although less brilliant 
and gaudy in its colours, is as picturesque in ins 
arrangement as the more military tartan mantle 
of die Highlands. When they £^proached near 
tO'Cach odier, the lady might obsenre that this 
friend of her guide was a stoat athledc ma% 
somewhat past the middle of life, and already 
showing marks of the approach but none of di& 
infirmities of age, upon a countenance which had 
been ei^osed to many a storm. Sharp eyes' too, 
and a quick observation, exhibited signs of yig^ 
lance, acquired by one who had lived long in a 
country where he had constant occasion for look- 
ing around him with caudon. His features weife 
still swollen with displeasure ; and the handsome 
young man who attended him seemed to be d]»* 
contented, like one who had undergone nogentfe 
marks of his Other's indignation, and who, from 
the sullen expression which mingled with an ap» 
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peanmce of shame on his countenance, seemed 
at once affected by anger and remorse. 

" Do you not remember me, old friend ?" 
said Bertram, as they approached within a dis- 
tance for commiming ; ^^ or have the twenty 
years which have marched over us since we met, 
carried along with them all remembrance of 
Bertram, the English minstrel ?" 

<^ In troth," answered the Scot, ^^ it is not for 
want of plenty of your countrymen to keep you 
in my remembrance, and I have hardly heard one 
of them so much as whistle 

* Hey, now the day dawns,' 

but it has recalled some note of your blithe 
rebeck ; and yet such animals are we, that I had 
forgot the mien of my old friend, and scarcely 
knew him at a distance. But we have had 
trouble lately; there are a thousand of your 
countrymen that keep garrison in the Perilous 
Castle of Douglas yonder, as well as in other 
places through the vale, and that is but a woful 
s^ht for a true Scotchman — even my own poor 
house has not escaped the dignity of a garrison 
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of a man-at-annsy besides two or tlnee aicker 
knayes, and one or two slips of mischieTons boys 
Called pages, and so forth, who will not let aman 
say, ^ this is my own/ by his own fireside. Dos 
not, therefore, think hardly of me, old ccHnfade, 
if I show you a welcome something colder than 
you might expect from a friend of other days; 
for, by Saint Bride of Douglas, I have scarody 
any thing lefib to which I can say welcome." 

** Small welcome will serre,'' said Bertram. 
<^ My son, make thy reverence to thy father's 
old friend. Augustine is learning my joyous 
trade, but he will need some practice ere he can 
endure its fatigues. If you could give him some 
little matter of food, and a quiet bed for the 
night, there's no fear but that we shall both do 
well enough; for I dare say when you travel 
miiii my friend Charles there, — if that tall youth 
chance to be my old acquaintance Charles, — 
you will find yourself accommodated when his 
wants are once well provided for." 

<^ Nay, the foul fiend take me if I do^" an* 
vwered the Scottish husbandman. <^ I know not 
what the lads of this day are made of— not of 
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the same clay as their fathers to be sure — ^not 
sprtrng from the heather^ which fears neither 
vind nor rain, but from some delicate plant of a 
foreign country, which win not thriye unless it 
be nourished under glass, with a murrain to it. 
The good Lord of Douglas — I have been his 
henchman, and can youch for it — did not in his ' 
pagehood desire such food and lodging as, in the 
present day, will hardly satisfy such a lad as 
your friend Charles." 

<' Nay,'' said Bertram, <^ it is not that my 
Augustine is oyer nice ; but, for other reasons, 
I must request of you a bed to himself; he hath 
of late been unwell." 

<^ Ay, I understand," said Dickson, << your 
son hath a touch of that iUness which terminates 
so frequently in the black death you English folk 
die of? We hear much of the hayoc it has made 
to the southward. Comes it hitherward ?" 

Bertram nodded. 

^ WeU, my father's house," continued the 
&rmer, *^ hath more rooms than one, and your 
son shall haye one well-aired and comfortable ; 
and for supper^ ye shall have a part of what b 
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prepared for your countrymeo, though I would 

rather have their room than their company* 

Since I am bound to feed a score of them, they 

will not dispute the claim of such a skilful min- j 

strel as thou art to a night's hospitality. I am 

ashamed to say that I must do their bidding 

even in my own house. Well-a-day, if my good 

lord were in possession of his own, I have heart 

and hand enough to turn the whole of them out 

of my house, like — like" 

" To speak plainly,*' said Bertram, *« like a 
southron strolling gang from Redesdale, whom 
I have seen you fling out of your house like a 
litter of blind puppies, when not one of them 
looked behind to see who had done him the 
courtesy until he was half-way to Cairntable." 

<« Ay," answered the Scotchman, drawing 
himself up at least six inches taller than before ; 
'^ then I had a house of my own, and a cause and 
an arm to keep it Now I am — ^what signifies 
it what I am ? — the noblest lord in Scotland is 
little better." 

" Truly, friend," said Bertram, " now you 
view this matter in a radonal light* I do not say 
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that the wisest, the richest, or the strongest mail 
in this world has any right to tyrannize over his 
neighbour, because he is the more weak, igno- 
rant, and the poorer ; but yet if he does enter 
into such a controversy, he must submit to the 
course of natiure, and that will always give the 
udvantage in the tide of battle to wealth, strength, 
and health." 

< 

" With permission, however," answered Dick- 
son, '^ the weaker party, if he use his faculties 
to the utmost, may, in the long run, obtain rc' 
yenge upon the author of his sufferings, which 
would be at least compensation for his tempo- 
rary submission ; and he acts simply as a man, 
and most foolishly as a Scotchman, whether he 
sustain these wrongs with the insensibility of an 
idiot, or whether he endeavour to revenge them 
before Heaven's appointed time has 'arrived. — 
But if I talk thus, I shall scare you, as I have 
scared some of your countrymen, from accepting 
a meal of meat, and a night's lodging, in a house 
where you might be called with the morning to 
a bloody settlement of a national quarrel." 

" Never mind," said Bertram, " we have been 
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known to each otber et old*; and I am no more 
afieaidof meeting unkindness in your house, tkan 
you expect me to come here for the purpose of 
adding to the injuries of which you complain.'* 

* *< So be it," said Dickson ; *' and you, my 
old friend, are as welcome to my abode as when 
it never held any g^uest save of my own inviting. 
— And you, my young friend. Master Augus- 
tine, shall be l(K)ked after as well as if you came 
with a gay brow and a light cheek, such as best 
becomes the gay science," 

^' But wherefore, may I ask^" said Bertram, 
<< so much displeased but now at my young friend 
Charles?* 

The youth answered before his &ther had 
time to speak. « My &ther, good sir, may put 
what show upon it he wiU, but shrewd and wise 
men wax weak in the brain in these troublous 
times. He saw two or three wolves seize upon 
three of our choicest wethers ; and because I 
shouted to give the alarm to the English garri* 
son, he was angry as if he could have murdered 
me — just for saving the sheep from the jaws thai 
would have devoured them/* 
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<< TUs 18 a ttonge aoooimt of diee, old friend,'' 
said Bertram* ^^ Dost thou coniUTe witih the 
wolves in robbing thine own folds ?' ' 

^ Why, let it pass, if th<»L loyest me," answer* 
ed the Goontryman ; ^ Charles could teU thee 
something nearer the truth, if he had a mind ; 
but for the present let it pass." 

The minstrel, perceiving that the Scotchman 
was fretted and embarrassed with the subject^ 
•pressed it no further. 

At this moment, in crossing the threshold of 
Thomas Dickson's house, they were greeted 
with sounds from two English soldiers within» 
** Quiet, Anthony," said one voice, — " quiet, 
man I — 'for the sake of common sense, if not 
common manners ; — Robin Hood himself never 
sat down to his board ere the roast was ready.'* 

^< Ready I" quoth another rough voice ; <^ it is 
roasting to rags, and small had been the knave 
Dickson's share even of these rags, had it not 
been the express orders of the worshipful Sir 
John de Walton, that the soldiers who lie at out- 
posts should afford to the inmates such provisions 
as are not necessary for tibeir own snbsistenceJ 
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'^ Hush, Anthony, — ^hush, for shame !" replied 
his fellow soldier, ^^ if ever I heard our host's 
ftep, I heard it this instant; so give o'er thy 
grumbling, since our captain, as we all know, 
hath prohibited, under strict penalties, all quar- 
rels between his followers and the people of the 
country.'* 

" I am sure," replied Anthony, ** that I have 
ministered occasion to none ; but I would I were 
equally certain of the good meaning of this sullen-> 
browed Thomas Dickson towards the English 
soldiers, for I seldom go to bed in this dungeon 
of a house, but I expect my throat will gape as 
wide as a thirsty oyster before I awaken. Here 
he comes, however," added Anthony, sinking his 
sharp tones as he spoke ; « and I hope to be ex^ 
communicated if he has not brought with him 
that mad animal, his son Charles, and two other 
strangers, hungry enough, I'll be sworn, to eat 
tip the whole supper, if they do us no other 
injury. 

" Shame of thyself, Anthony," repeated his 
comrade; '^ a good archer thou as ever wore 
Kendal green, and yet affect to be frightened for 
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two tired travellers, and alarmed for the inroad 
their hunger may make on the night's meal. 
There are four or five. of us here — ^we have our 
hows and our bills within reach, and scorn to be 
chased froI^ our supper, o^ cheated out of our 
share of it, by a dozen Scotchmen, whether star 
lionary or strollers. How say'st thou ?" he add-* 
ed, turning to Dickson — " How say ye, quarter- 
master ? it is no secret, that by the directions 
given to our post, we must enquire into the 
occupations of such guests as you may receive 
besides ourselves, your unwilling inmates ; you 
are as ready for supper, I warrant, as supper is 
for you, and I will only delay you and my friend 
Anthony, who becomes dreadfully impatient, 
until you answer two or three questions which 
you wot of." 

" Bend-the-Bow," answered Dickson, " thou 
art a civil fellow; and although it is something 
hard to be constrained to give an account of one's 
friends, because they chance to quarter in one's 
own house for a night or two, yet I must sub- 
jant to the times, and make no vain opposition. 
You may mark down in your breviarjr there, 

2 L 
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that upon the fourteenth day before Palm Sun- 
day, Thomas Dickson brought to his house of 
Hazelside, in which you hold garrison, by orders 
from the English goremor Sir John de Walton^ 
two strangers, to whom the said Thcnnas Dick-^ 
«on had promised refreshment, and a bed for the 
evening, if it be lawful at this time and place.'* 

*^ But what are they these strangers r^ said 
Anthony, somewhat sharply. 

'^ A fine world the while," murmured Thomas 
Dickson, ^Hhat an honest man should be forced 
to answer the questions of every paltry com* 
panion !" — But he mitigated his voice and pro- 
ceeded. '^ The eldest of my guests is Bertram, 
an ancient English minstrel, who is bound on his 
own errand to the Castle of Douglas, and will 
communicate what he has to say of news to Sit 
John de Walton himself. I have known him 
for twenty years, and never heard any thing 
•of him, save that he was good man and true. 
The younger stranger is his son, a lad recover- 
ing from the English disorder, which has been 
jraging far and wide in Westmoreland and Cum« 
cberland." 
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<< Tell me,'' said Bend-tlie-Boir, '' this saine 
Bertram, was he not about a year since in the 
service of some noble lady in our own country ?' 

^^ I bave heard so," answered Dickson. 

<<- We shall, in that case, I think, incur little 
danger,'' replied Bend-the-Bow ; *^ by allowing 
this old man and his son to proceed on their 
journey to the castle/' 

<< You are my older and my better," answer^ 
ed Anthony ; ^^ but I may remind you that it ia 
not so clearly our duty to give free passage, into 
a garrison of a thousand men of all ranks, to a 
youth who has been so lately attacked by a con- 
tagious disorder; and I question if our commander 
would not rather hear that the Black Douglas, 
with a hundred devils as black as himself, since 
such is his colour, had taken possession of the 
outpost of Hazelside with sword and battle^aze^ 
than that one person who suffered under this fell 
sickness had entered peaceably, and by the open* 
ed wicket of the castle." 

^ There is something in what thou sayest, 
Anthony," relied his comrade ; '^ and considexw 
ing that our governor, since he has undertakes 
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the troublesome job of keeping a castle which 

is esteemed so much more dangerous than any 

bther within Scotland, has become one of the 

most cautious and jealous men in the world, we I 

had better, I think, inform him of the circum- # 

stance, and take his commands how the stripling 

is to be dealt with." 

" Content am I," said the archer ; " and first, 
'methinks, I would just, in order to show that we 
JjLUOw what belongs to such a case, ask the strip- 
ling a few questions, as how long he has been 
ill, by what physicians he has been attended, 
•when he was cured, and how his cure is cer- 
lified," &c. 

" True, brother," said Bend-the-Bow. " Thou 
hearest, minstrel, we would ask thy son some 
questions — What has become of him ? — ^he was 
in this apartment but now." 

^^ So please you," answered Bertram, *^ he 
<did but pass through the apartment Master 
Thomas Dickson, at my entreaty, as well as in 
respectful reverence to your honours' health, 
-carried him through the room without tarriance, 
judging his own bedchamber the fittest place 
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for a young man recovering from a severe illness^ 
and after a day of no small fatigue/' 

** Well," answered the elder archer, " though 
it is uncommon for men who, like us, live by bow- 
string and quiver, to meddle with interrogations 
and examinations; yet, as the case stands, w6 
must make some enquiries of your son, ere we 
permit him to set forth to the Castle of Douglas, 
where you say his errand leads him." 

^^ Rather my errand, noble sir," said the 
minstrel, ^^ than that of the young man him- 
self." 

" If such be the case," answered Bend-the- 
Bow, " we may sufficiently do our duty by sending 
yourself, with the first grey light of dawn, to the 
castle, and letting your son remain in bed, which 
I warrant is the fittest place for him, until we 
shall receive Sir John de Walton's commands 
' whether he is to be brought onward or not." 

^^ And we may as well," said Anthony, 
^^ since we are to have this man's company at 
supper, make him acquainted with the rules of 
the out garrison stationed here for the time." So 
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sayingv he pulled a scroll firom his leathern pouchf 
and said, ^' minstrel, canst thou read ?' 

^^ It becomes my calling,'' said the minstreL 
^^ It has nothing to do with mine, though,'^ 
answered the aidlier, '^ and therefore do thou 
read these regulations aloud ; for since I do not 
conqnehend these characters by sight, I lose no 
chance of havuig them read over to me as oftcte 
as I can, that I may fix their sense in my memory. 
So beware that thoa readest the words letter for 
letter as^they are set down ; for thou dost so at 
thy peril. Sir Minstrel, if thou readest not like a 
true man/' 

<< On my minstrel word," said Bertram, and 
began to read excessively slow ; for he wished to 
gain a little time for consideration, which he 
foresaw would be necessary to prevent his being 
separated from his mistress, which was likely to 
occasion her much anxiety and distress. He 
therefore began thus : — '^ ^ Outpost at Hazel- 
side, the steading of Goddman Thomas Dickson' 
— Ay, Thomas, and k iky house so called?" 

^* It is the ancient name of the steading," said 
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the Scot, ^^ beiog sorronnded by a littzd-shaw^ 
or thicket." 

*' Hold your chattmng tODgae^ minstrel," said 
Anthony, ^^ and proceed, as you value that or 
your ears, whidi you seem disposed to make less 
use of." 

^^ * His garrison,'" proceeded the minstrel^ 
reading, '< ^ consists of a lance with its furniture/ 
What, then, a lanee, in other words, a belted 
knight, commands this party ?*' 

^ 'Us no concern of thine," said the archer* 

^ But it is," answered the minstrel; ^ we 
have a right to be examined by the highest per«^ 
son in presence." 

<^ I will show thee, thou rascal," said the 
archer, starting up, ^' that I am lance enough 
for thee to reply to, and I will break diy head if 
thou say'st a word more." 

<< Take care, brother Anthony," said his com-* 
rade, ^' we are to use travellers courteously 
and, with your leave, those travellers best who- 
come from our native land." 

^ It is even so stated here," said the ndi^strel^ 
and he proceeded to read : — 
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<^ ^ Tlie watch at this outpost of Hazelside 
shall stop and examine all travellers passing by 
the said station, suffering such to pass onwards 
tp the town of Douglas, or to Douglas Castle, 
always interrogating them with civility, and 
detaining and turning them back if there arise 
matter of suspicion ; but conducting themselves 
in all matters civilly and courteously to the people 
of the country, and to those who travel in it' 
You see, most excellent and valiant archer," 
added the commentator Bertram, ^^ that courtesy 
and civility are, above all, recommended to your 
worship in your conduct towards the inhabitants, 
and those passengers who, like us, may chance to 
fall under your rules in such matters." 

^^ I am not to be told at this time of day," 
said the archer, ^^ how to conduct myself in the 
discharge of my duties. Let me advise you. Sir 
Minstrel, to be frank and open in your answers 
to our enquiries, and you shall have no reason 
to complain." 

^^ I hope, at all events," ssdd the minstrel, ^^ to 
have your favour for my son, who is a delicate 



CASTLE DANGEROUS. 257 

stripling, and not accustomed to play his part 
among the crew which inhabit this wild world." 

" Well," continued the elder and more civil 
of the two archers, ^^ if thy son be a novice in 
this terrestrial navigation, I warrant that . thou^ 
my friend, from thy look and manner of speech, 
hast enough of skill to use thy compass. To com- 
fort thee, although thou must thyself answer the 
questions of our governor or deputy governor, 
in order that he may see there is no offence in 
thee, I think there may be permission granted for 
thy son's residing here in the convent hard by, 
(where the nuns, by the way, are as old as the 
monks, and have nearly as long beards, so thou 
mayst be easy about thy son's morals,) until 
thou hast done thy business at Douglas Castle, 
and art ready to resume thy journey." 

^< If such permission," said the minstrel, ^^ can 
be obtained, I should be better pleased to leave 
him at the abbey, and go myself, in the first 
place, to take the directions of your command- 
ing oflScer." 

" Certainly," answered the archer, " that will 
be the safest and best way ; and with a piece or 
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two of money, thoo mayst secmre the proteetion 
of the abbot'' 

^ Thoa say'st well,'' answered the minstrel; 
** I have known life, I have known eyerjr style, 
gap, pathway, and pass of this wilderness of ooib 
for some thirty years ; and he that cannot steer 
his coarse fairly through it like an able seaman, 
afier having served such an apprenticeship, can 
hardly ever be taught, were a century to be given 
him to learn it in." 

^^ Since thou art so expert a mariner," an- 
swered the archer Anthony, ^< thou hast, I war- 
Irant me, met in thy wanderings a potation called 
a morning's draught, which they who are con- 
ducted by others, where they themselves lack 
experience, are used to bestow upon those who 
undertake the task of g^uide upon such an occa-* 
sion ?' 

'^ I understand you, sir," quoth the minstrel, 
*^ and although money, or drink^geld, as the 
Fleming caUs it, is rather a scarce commodity in 
the purse of one of my calling, yet, according to 
my feeble ability, thou shalt have no cause to 
complain that thine eyes or those of thy comr 
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rades Lave been dami^ed by a Scottish inist^ 
while we can find an English piece of money to 
pay for the good Uquor which should wash them 
clear/* 

*' Content," ssdd the archer ; ^< we now under* 
stand each other ; and if difficulties arise on the 
road, thou shalt not want the countenance of 
Anthony to sail triumphantly through them* 
But Ihou hadst better let thy son know soon of 
the early visit to the abbot to-morrow, for thou 
mayst guess that we cannot and dare not delay, 
our departure for the convent a minute after the 
eastern sky is ruddy ; and, with other infirmities^ 
young men often are prone to laziness and a love 
of ease." 

^^ Thou shalt have no reason to think so," 
answered the minstrel ; '' not the lark himself^ 
when waked by the first ray peeping over the 
black cloud, springs more lightly to the sky^ 
than wiU my Augustine answer the same Hril- 
liant summons to-morrow morning. And now 
we understand each other, I would only further 
pray you to forbear light talk while my son is 
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in your company, — a boy of innocent life, and 
timid in conreisation*'' 

<< Nay, joUy minstrel," said the elder archer, 
'^ thou girest us here too gross an example of 
Satan reproving sin. If thou hast followed thy 
craft for twenty years, as thou pretendest, thy 
son, haying kept thee company since childhood, 
must by this time be fit to open a school to teach 
even devils the practice of the seven deadly sins^ 
of which none know the theory if those of the 
gay science are lacking." . 

*' Truly, comrade, thou speakest well," an- 
swered Bertram, ^^ and I acknowledge that we 
minstrels are too much to blame in this matter. 
Nevertheless, in good sooth, the fitult is not one 
of which I myself am particularly guilty ; on the 
contrary, I think that he who would wish to have 
his own hair honoured when time has strewed it 
with silver, should so rein his mirth when in the 
presence of the young, as may show in what re- 
spect he holds innocence. I will, therefore, with 
your permissioix, speak a word to Augustine, that 
to-morrow we must be on foot early." 

<^ Do so, my friend," said the English soldier ; 
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<^ and do the same the more speedily that our 
poor supper is stiU awaiting untU thou art ready 
to partake of it.'' 

" To which, I promise thee,*' said Bertram, 
^^ I am disposed to entertain no delay." 

** Follow me, then,", said Dickson, " andj I 
will sliow thee where this young bird of thine 
has his nest." 

Their host accordingly tripped up the wooden 
stair, and tapped at a door, which he thus indi- 
cated was that of his younger guest. 

^^ Your &ther," continued he, as the door 
opened, ^^ would speak with you. Master Au- 
gustine." 

<^ Excuse me, my host," answered Augustine ; 
" the truth is, that this room being directly above 
your eating-chamber, and the flooring not in the 
best possible repair, I have been compelled to 
the unhandsome practice of eavesdropper, and 
not a word has escaped me that passed concern- 
ing my proposed residence at the abbey, our 
journey to-morrow, and the somewhat early hour 
at which I must shake off sloth, and, according 
to thy expression, fly down from the roost." 
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*^ And how dost thou relish," said 
*^ being' left with the Abbot of Saint Bride's 
little flock here ?' 

« Why, well,** said the yoath, « if the abbot 
is a man of respectability becoming his vocation^ 
and not one of those swaggering- diurchmen, 
who stretch out the sword, and bear themselves 
like rank soldiers in these troublous times." 

<^ For that, young master," said Dickson, ^< if 
you let him put his hand deep enough into your 
purse, he will hardly quarrel with any thing." 

^' Then I will leaye him to my father," replied 
Augustine, ^^ who. will hardly grudge him any 
thing he asks in reason." 

^< In that case," replied the Scotchman, '^ you 
may trust to our abbot for good accommodatioD 
—and so both sides are pleased." 

^^ It is well, my son," said Bertram, who now 
joined in the conversation; *^ and that thou 
mayst be ready for thy early travelling, I shaU 
presently get our host to send thee amne foody 
after partaking of which thou shouUst go to bed 
and sleep off the fatigue ot to-day, mnee to-mor« 
row will faring work for itself." 
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. ^^ And as for thy engagement to these honest 
archers," answered Augustine, ^< I hope you will 
be able to do what will give pleasure to our 
guides, if they are disposed to be civil and true 
men/' 

"** God bless thee, my child!" answered Ber- 
tram ; <^ thou knowest already idiat would drag 
after your beck all the English archers that were 
ever at Cressy or Poictiers. There is no fear 
of a grey goose shaft, if you sing a reveillez like 
to that which chimed even now from that silken 
nest of dainty young goldfinches." 

*^ Hold me as in readiness, then," said the 
seeming youth, ^* when you depart to-morrow 
morning. I am within hearing, I suppose, of 
die bells of Saint Bride's chapel, and have no 
fear, through my sloth, of keeping you or your 
company waiting." 

<^ Good-night, and God bless thee, my child I'* 
again said the minstrel ; *^ remember that your 
fiidier sleeps not hx distant, and on die slightest 
alarm will not £eu1 to be with yon. I need scarce 
bid thee recommend thyself, meantime, to the 
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great Being, who is the friend and father of us 
alL" ^ 

The pilgrim thanked his supposed fitther for 
his evening blessing, and the visitors withdrew 
without farther speech at the time, leaving the 
young lady to those engrossing fears, which, the 
novelty of her situation, and the native delicacy 
of her sex being considered, naturally thronged 
upon her. 

The tramp of a horse's foot was not long after 
heard at the house of Hazelside, and the lider 
was welcomed by its garrison with marks of 
respect. Bertram understood so much as to dis- 
cover from the conversation of the warders that 
this late arrival was Aymer de Valence, the knight 
who commanded the little party, and to the 
furniture of whose lance, as it was technically 
called, belonged the archers with whom we have 
already been acquainted, a man-at-arms or two, 
a certain proportion of pages or grooms, and, in 
short, the command and guidance of the garrison 
at Thomas Dickson's, while in rank he was de- 
puty- governor of Douglas Castle. 

To prevent all suspicion respecting himself 
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and his companion, as well as the risk of the lat- 
ter being disturbed, the minstrel thought it pro* 
per to present himself to the inspection of this 
knight, the great authority of the little place* 
He found him, with as little scruple as the archers 
heretofore, making a supper of the relics of the 
roast beef. 

Before this young knight Bertram underwent 

r 

an examination, while an old soldier took down 
in writing such items of information as the exa- 
minate thought proper to express in his replies, 
both with regard to the minutiae of his present 
journey, his business at Castle Douglas, and Us 
route when that business should be accomplish-^ 
ed ; a much more minute examination, in a word^ 
than he had hitherto undergone by the archers^ 
or perhaps than was quite agreeable to him, 
being encumbered with at least the knowledge 
of one secret, whatever more. Not that this new 
examinator had any thing stem or severe in his 
looks or his questions. As to the first, he was 
mild, gentle, and ** modest as a maid," and pos- 
sessed exactly of the courteous manners ascribed 
by our fadier Chaucer to the young efeVe of chi« 

VOL. III. M 



269 ^l^lSXLS J>AXGEROVS. 

.▼aby whom lie describes upon his pilgiiniage to 
Canterbury. But with all his gentleness, young 
Aymer de Valence showed a great degree of 
acuteness and accuracy in his ^enes; and well 
l^eased was Bertram that the young knight did 
not insist upcm seeing Jus si^posed son, although 
even in that case his ready wit had resolved, like 
jk seaman in a tempest, to sacrifice one part to 
preserve the rest. He was not, however, driven 
to this extremity, being treated by Sir Aymer 
de Valence with that degree of courtesy which 
in that age men of song were in general thought 
entitled to. The knight kindly and liberally, 
consented to the lad's remaining in the convent^ 
as a fit and quiet re»dence for a stripling and 
m invalid, until the governor, Sir John de Wal- 
ton, should express his pleasure on the subject ; 
and Sir Aymer consented to this arrangement 
die more willingly, as it averted all possible 
danger of bringing disease iuto the English gar-* 

tison. 

* By the young kni^hf s order, all in Dick- 
son's house w«re dispatdied earliear to rest than 
wual; the ma^ bdUl of the i^kfhboaring cha^ 
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pel being the signal for their assembly by day- 
break in the morning. They rendezvoused ac- 
cordingly, and proceeded to Saint Bride's, where 
they heard mass, after which an interview took 
place between the Abbot Jerome and the min- 
strel Bertram, in which the former ondertook, 
with the permission of Sir Aymer de Valence, 
to receive youiig Augustine into his abbey as 
a guest for a few days, less or more, and for which 
Bertram promised an acknowledgment in name 
of alms, which was amply satisfactory. 

*^ So be it," said Bertram, taking leave of his 
supposed son, ^^ and rely on it I will not tarry 
a day longer at Douglas Castle than shall suffice 
for transacting my business there, «which is to 
look after the old books you wot of, and I will 
speedily return for thee to the Abbey of Saint 
Bride, and resume in company our journey 
homeward." 

** O father," replied the youth, with a smile, 
<^I fear, if you get among romances and chroni- 
cles, and the contents of a fine old library, you 
will^be so earnest in your researches, that you 
will forget poor Augustine and his concerns." 
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^^ Never fear me, Augustine," said the old 
man, making the motion of throwing a kiss to- 
wards the boy, '^ thou art good and virtuous, and 
Heaven will not neglect thee were thy father un- 
natural enough to do so. Believe me, all the 
old songs since Merlin's day shall not make me 
forget thee." 

Thus they separated, the minstrel, with the 
English knight and his retinue, to move towards 
the castle, and the youth in dutiful attendance 
on the venerable abbot, who was delighted to find 
that his guest's thoughts turned rather upon 
spiritual things than the morning repast, of the 
approach of which he could not help being him- 
self sensible* 



{ 



) 



CASTLE DANGEBOUS. 269 



CHAPTER III. 



*' This night, methinks, is but the daylight sick. 

It looks a little paler; 'tis a day 

Snnlj u the day is when the sun is hid.** 

Merchant of Venice, 



To feunlitate the progress of the party on its 
way to Douglas Castle, the Knight of Valence 
offered the minstrel the convenience of a horse, 
wMch the fatigues of yesterday made him gladly 
accept Any one acquainted with equestrian ex- 
ercise, is aware that no means of refreshment 
carries away the sense of fatigue from over 
walking so easily, as the exchange to riding, 
which calls into exercise another set of muscles, 
and leaves those which have been over exerted 
an opportunity of resting through change of mo- 
tion^ more completely than they could in abso- 
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lute repose. Sir Ajrmer de Valence was sheath- 
ed in armour, and mounted on his charger; two 
of the archers, a groom of mean rank, and a 
squire, who looked in his day for the honour of 
knighthood, completed the detachment, which 
seemed so disposed as to secure the minstrel from 
escape, and to protect him a^inst violence. 
** Not," said the young knight, addressing him- 
self to Bertram, ^^ that there is usually danger 
in travelling in this country, any more than in 
the most quiet districts of England ; but some 
disturbances, as you may have learnt, have bro- 
ken out here within this last year, and have 
caused the garrison of Castle Douglas to main-' 
tain a stricter watch. But let us move on, for 
the complexion of the day is congenial with 
the original derivation of the name of the coun- 
try, and the description of the chiefs to whom 
it belonged — Sholto Dhu Glass — (see yox^ dark 
grey man), and dark grey will our route prove 
this morning, though by good luds: it is not 
long." 

The morning was indeed what the original 
Gaelic words implied, ^^ a drizzly, dark, moiat 
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day;" die mist had settled upon llie hills, and iiii« 
rolled itself upon brook, glade, and tarn, and die 
spring hreeze was not powerfid enongh to raise 
the veil, though froi||} the wild sounds which were 
heard occasionally on the ridges, and through the 
glens, it might be supposed to wail at a sense of 
its own inability. The route of the travellertf 
was directed by the course which die river had 
ploughed for itself down the valley, the waters 
of which bore in general that dark grey livery 
which Sir Aymer de Valence had intimated to be 
die prevalent tint of the country. Some ineffee* 
tual struggles of the sun shot a ray here and there 
to salute die peaks of the hills ; yet these were 
unable to surmount the dulness of a March morn*^ 
ing, and, at so early an hour, produced a variety 
of shades, rather than a gleam of brightness, 
upon die eastern horizon. The view was mono* 
tonous and depressing, and apparently the good 
knight Aymer sought some amusement in occa- 
sional talk with Bertram, who, as was usual with 
his craft, possessed a fund of knowledge, and a 
power of conversation, well suited to pass away 
a dull morning* The minstrd, well pleased to 



27% CASTLE DANGEROUS* 

pick up such information as he might be able 
eonceming the present state of the country, 
embraced every opportunity of sustaining the 
dialogue. ^ ^ 

" I would speak with you, Sir Minstrel," said 
the young knight. ^^ If thou dost not find the 
air of this morning too harsh for thine organs, 
heartily do I wish thou wouldst fairly tell me 
what can have induced thee, being, as thou 
seemest, a man of sense, to thrust thyself into 
a wild country like this, at such a time. — And 
you, my masters," addressing the archers, and 
the rest of the party, ^^ methinks it would be as 
fitting and seeming if you reined back your 
steeds for a horse's length or so, since I appre- 
hend you can travel on your way without the 
pastime of minstrelsy." The bowmen took the 
hint, and fell back, but, as was expressed by their 
grumbling observations, by no means pleased 
that there seemed little chance of their overhear- 
ing what conversation should pass between the 
young knight and the minstrel, which proceeded 
as follows : — 

" I am;, then, to understand, good minstrel," 
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said the knight^ *^ that you, who have in your 
time ^borne arms, and even followed Saint 
George's red-cross banner to the Holy Sepul- 
chre, are so little tired of the danger attending 
our profession, that you feel yourself attracted 
unnecessarily to regions where the sword, for 
ever loose in its scabbard, is ready to start on the 
lightest provocation ?" 

^^ It would be har(]|," replied the minstrel 

• 

bluntly, <' to answer such a question in the affir- 
mative ; and yet, when you consider how ne&rly 
allied is his profession who celebrates deeds of 
arms with that of the knight who performs them, 
your honour, I think, will hold it advisable that 
a minstrel desirous of doing his devoir, should, 
like a young knight, seek the truth of adventures 
where it is to be found, and rather visit countries 
where the knowledge is preserved of high and 
noble deeds, than those lazy and quiet realms, 
in which men live indolently, and die ignobly 
in peace, or by sentence of law. You your- 
self, sir, and those like you, who hold life cheap 
in respect of glory, guide your course through 
this world on the very same principle which 

m2 
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brings your poor rhyniiiig s^rvmnt Bertram fhim^ 
a &r province of merry England, to this dark 
eountry of rugged SeoUand called Douglas Dide* 
You long to see adventures worthy of notiee» 
acnd I (under fevomr for nanung us two in the 
same breath) seek a scanty and precaricms, but 
not a dishonourable living, by preparing for. 
immortality, as well as I can, the particulars of. 
eruch esploitB, especially the names of those who 
were the heroes of these actions* Each, there- 
fore} labours in his vooati<»i; nor can the one be 
justly wondered at more than the other, seeing 
that if there be any difference in the degrees of 
danger to which both the hero and the poet are 
exposed, the courage, strength, arms, and ad- 
dress of the valiant knight, render it safer for 
him to venture into scenes of peril, than for the 
poor man of rhyme." 

" You say well," answered the warrior ; " and 
although it is something of novelty to me to 
hear your craft represented as upon a level with 
my own mode of life, yet shame were it to say 
that the minstrel who toils so much to keep in 
memory the feats of gallant knightcf, diould no^ 
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limiself prefer fkme to existence, and a i^ngle 
aehiev^nait of valonr to a whole age without, 
a name, or to a£Ecrm that he follows a mean and 
unworthy profession." 

'^ Your worship will then acknowledge," said 
the minstrel, '^ that it is a legitimate object in 
such as myself who, simple as I am, have taken 
my regular degrees among the {^ofessors of Hose 
g€fy science at the capital town of Aigues-Mortes, 
to i^Tuggle forward into this northern distrioty 
where I am well assured many things have hap- 
pened which have been adapted to the harp by, 
minstrels of great fame in ancient days, and have 
become the subject of lays which lie deposited 
in the library of Castle Douglas, where, unless 
cc^ied over by some one who understands the 
Did British characters and language, they must, 
mth whatev^ they n|ay contain, whether of 
coitertainment or edification, be speedily lost to 
posterity. If these hidden treasures were pre- 
served and recorded by the minstrel art of my 
poor self and others, it might be held well to 
compensate for the risk of a chance blow of a 
broadsword, or the sweep of a brown bUl, re» 
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ceired while I am engaged in collecting ihem t 
and I were unworthy of the name of a man, 
much more of an inventor or finder,* should I 
weigh the loss of life, a commodity always so 
uncertain, against the chance of that immortality 
which will suryive in my lay after my broken 
Yoice and shivered harp shall no longer be able 
either to express tune or accompany tale/' 

** Certainly," said Sir Aymer, ** having a heart 
to feel such a motive, you have an undoubted 
right to express it ; nor should I have been in 
any degree disposed to question it, had I found 
many minstrels prepared, like yourself, to pre- 
fer renown even to life itself, which most men 
>think of greatly more consequence." 

" There are, indeed, noble sir," replied Ber- 
tram, « minstrels, and, with your reverence, even 
belted knights themselves, who do not sufficiently 
value that renown which is acquired at the risk 

* The name of Maker stands for Poet (with the original sense 
of which word it exactly cwresponds) in the old Scottish langnage. 
That of Trouveur, or Troubadour — ^Finder, in short — ^has a simi- 
lar meaning, and almost in evoy country the poetical tribes hare 
cHieen graced with the same epithets, inferring the property of those 
%ho employ inyention or creation. 
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of life. To such ignoble men we must leave 
their own reward — ^let us abandon to them earth, 
and the things of earth, since they cannot aspire 
to that gloiy which is the best reward of others.'* 

The minstrel uttered these last words with 
such enthusiasm, that the knight drew his bridle, 
and stood fronting Bertram, with his countenance 
kindling at the same theme, on which, after a 
short silence, he expressed himself with a like 
vivacity. 

** Well fare thy heart, gay companion ! I am 
happy to see there is still so much enthusiasm 
surviving in the world. Thou hast fairly won 
the minstrel groat; and if I do not pay it in 
conformity to my sense of thy merit, it shall be 
the fault of dame Fortune, who has graced my 
labours in these Scottish wars with the niggard 
pay of Scottish money. A gold piece or two 
there must be remaining of the ransom of one 
French knight, trhom chance threw into my 
hands, and that, my friend, shall surely be thine 
own ; and hark thee, I, Aymer de Valence, who 
now speak to thee, am born of the noble House 
of iPembroke ; and though now landless, shall, by 
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the grace of Our Lady, lutve in time a St&ag 
estabUshment, wherein I will find room for a 
minstrel like thee, if thy talents have net by 
that time fonnd thee a better patron." 

" Thank thee, noble knight,'' said the min- 
strd, *^ as well for thy present intentions, as I 
hope I shall for thy future performance ; but I 
may say with truth, that I have not the sordid 
inclination of many of my brethren." 

^^ He who partakes the true thirst of noble 
£une," said the young knight, ^^ can hare little 
room in his heart for the love of gold. But thou 
hast not yet told me, friend minstrel, what are 
the motaves, in particular, which hare attracted 
thy wandering steps to this wild country?" 

'* Were I to do soj" replied Bertram, rather 
desirous to avoid the question, as in some respects 
too nearly bordering on the secret purpose of 
his journey, '^ it might sound like a studied pa- 
n^yric on thine own bold deeds. Sir Knight, 
and those of your companions in arms ; and such 
adulation, minstrel as I am, I hate like an empty 
cup at a companion's lips. But let me say in 
few words, tiiat Douglas Castie, and the deed» 
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of valour whidi it has wknessed, have soancl- 
ed wide through England ; nor is there a gaHsnt 
knight or trusty minstrel, whose heart does not 
throb at the name of the stronghold, which, in 
former days, tihe foot of an Unglishm^ never 
entered, except in hospitality. Thereis a magic 
in the very names of Six John de Walton and 
Sir Aymer de Valence^ the gailant defenders 
of a place so often won back by its ancient lords, 
and with such circumstances of valour and cruel<* 
ty, that it bears, in England, the name of the 
Dangerous Castle." 

" Yet I would fain hear," answered the 
knight, " your own minstrel account of those 
legends which have induced you, for the amuse- 
ment of future times, to visit a country which, 
at this period, is so distracted and perilous." 

" If you can endure the length of a minstrel 
tale," said Bertram — " I for one am always 
amused by the exercise of my vocation, and 
have no objection to tell my story, provided you 
do not prove an impatient listener." 

" Nay, for that matter," said the young 
knight ; ^^ a fair listener thou shalt have^of ^me^ 
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and if my reward be not great, my attention at 
least shall be remarkable." 

« And he," said the minstrel, '< must be a 
poor gleeman who does not hold himself better 
paid with that, than with gold or silver, were the 
pieces English rose-nobles. On this condition, 
then, I begin a long story, which may, in one or 
other of its details, find subject for better min- 
strels than myself, and be listened to by such 
warriors as you hundreds of years hence/' 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Whfle many a merry lay and many a song 

Cheer*d the rough road, we wUVd the rough road long ; 

The rough road then returning in a rounds 

Mark*d their impatient steps, for all was fairy ground* 

Db. JoHKsoy* 

<< It was about the year of redemption one 
thousand twelve hundred and eighty-five years,** 
began the minstrel, ^^ when King Alexander 
the Third of Scotland lost his daughter Marga- 
ret, whose only child, of the same name, called 
the Maiden of Norway, (as her father. was king 
of that country, ) became the heiress of this king- 
dom of Scotland, as well as of her father's crown/ 
An unhappy death was this for Alexander, who 
had no nearer heirs left of his own body than 
this grandchild. She indeed might claim his 
kingdom by birthright ; but the difficulty of esta- 
blishing such a claim of inheritance must have 
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been anticipated by all who bestowed a thought 
upon the subject. The Scottish king, therefore, 
endeavoured to make up for his loss by replacing 
his late queen, who was an English princess, 
sister of our Edward the First, with Juletta, 
daughter of the "Count de Dreux. The solemni- 
ties at the nuptial ceremony, which took place 
in the town of Jedburgh, were very great and 
remarkable, and particularly when, amidst the 
di^lay oi a pageant which was exhibited on the 
occasion, a ghastly spectre made its appearance 
in liie form of a sketeton, as the King of Terrors 
is said to be repres^ted. — ^Your worship is free 
to laugh at this, if you think it a proper subjeet 
for mirth ; but men are alive who viewed it with 
their own eyes, and the event showed too well 
of what misfortunes this apparition was the sin- 
gular prognostication.'' 

" I have heard the story,'* said the knight; 
^ but the monk who told it me, suggested that 
the figure, though unhappily chosen, was per* 
haps purposely introduced as a part of the pa- 
geant." 

<< I know not that,'' said the minstrel dryly ; 



«< but there is no doubt that shortly after this 
apparition King Alexander died, to the great 
sorrow of his people. The Maid of Norway, his 
heiress, speedily followed her grandfather to the 
grave, and our English king. Sir Knight, raked 
up a claim of dependency and homage, due, he 
said, by Scotland, which neither the lawyers, 
nobles, priests, nor the yery minstrels of Scot- 
land, had ever before heard of." 

« Now, beshrew me," interrapted Sir Aymer 
de Valence, ** this is beyond bargain. I agreed 
to hear your tale with patience, but I did not 
pledge myself that it should contain matter to the 
reproach of Edward the First, of blessed memo- 
ry ; nor will I permit his name to be mentioned 
in my hearing without the respect due to his 
high rank and noble qualities." 

" Nay," said the minstrel, ^^ I am no High- 
land bagpiper or genealogist, to carry respect for 
my art so &r as to quarrel with a man of worship 
who stops me at the beginning of a pibroch. I 
am an Englishman, and wish dearly well to my 
country ; and, above all, I must speak the truth. 
But I will avoid disputable topics. Your age. 
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sir, though none of the ripest, authorizes me to 
suppose you may have seen the battle of Falkirk, 
and other onslaughts in which the competition 
of Bruce and Baliol has been fiercely agitated, 
and you will permit me to say, that if the Scot- 
tish have not had the right upon their side, they 
have at least defended the wrong with the efforts 
of brave men and true/' 

" Of brave men, I grant you," said the knight, 
'^ for I have seen no cowards amongst them ; but 
as for truth, they can best judge of it who know 
bow often they have sworn faith to England, and 
bow repeatedly they have broken their vow." 

^^ I shall not stir the question," said the min« 
strel, << leaving it to your worship to determine 
which has most falsehood — ^he who compels a 
weaker person to take an unjust oath, or he who, 
compelled by necessity, takes the imposed oath 
without the intention of keeping his word." 

" Nay, nay," said De Valence, " let us keep 
our opinions, for we are not likely to force each 
other from the faith we have adopted on this 
subject. But take my advice, and whilst thou tra- 
vellest under an English pe;inon, take heed that 
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thou keepest off this conversation in the hall and 
kitchen, where perhaps the soldier may be less 
tolerant than the officer; and now, in a word, 
what is thy legend of this Dangerous Castle T* 
*' For that," replied Bertram, " methinks 
your worship is most likely to have a better 
edition than I, who have not been in this coun- 
try for many years; but it is not for me to 
bandy opinions with your knightship. I will 
even proceed with the tale as I have heard it. 
I need not, I presume, inform your worship that 
the Lords of Douglas, who founded this castle, 
are second to uo lineage in Scotland in the 
antiquity of their descent. Nay, they have 
themselves boasted that their family is not to be 
«een or distinguished, like other great houses, 
imtil it is found at once in a certain degree of 
eminence. ^ You may see us in the tree,' they 
say, * you cannot discover us in the twig ; you 
may see us in the stream, you cannot trace us to 
the fountain.' In a word, they deny that histo- 
rians or genealogists can point out the first mean 
man named Douglas, who originally elevated 
the fiunily ; and true it is, that so long as we 
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liare known this race, they have always been 
renowned for valour and enterprise, accomp»- 
nied with the power which made that enterprise 
effectual/' 

" Enough," said the knight, " I hare heard 
of the pride and power of that great £amiiy, nor 
does it interest me in the least to deny or detract 
from their bold claims to consideration in this 
respect." 

^^ Without doubt you must also have heard^ 
noble lur," replied the minstrel, ^^ many things 
of James, the present heir of the house of iPou- 
glas ?" 

^^ More than enough," answered the English 
knight ; ^^ he is known to have been a stout sup- 
porter of that outlawed traitor, William Wat 
lace ; and again, upon the first raising of the 
banner by this Robert Bruce, who pretends to be 
King of Scotland, this young springald, James 
Douglas, must needs start into rebellion anew. 
He plunders his uncle, the Archbishop of St 
Andrews, of a considerable sum of money, tfi 
fill the Scottish Usiuper's not over-buidened 
treasury, debauches the servants of his relation^ 
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takes arms, aad^ though repeatedly chastised in 
the field, still keeps his Taunt, and threatens 
mischief to those who, in the name of his rights 
ful soY^eign, defend the Castle of Douglas 
Dale." 

<^ It is your pleasure to say so. Sir Knight,'^ 
replied Bertram ; ^' yet I am sure, were you a 
Scot, you would with patience hear me tell over 
what has been said of this young man by those 
who have known him, and whose account of his 
adventures shows how differently the same taile 
may be told. These men talk of the present heir 
of this ancient family as fully adequate to main- 
tain and augment its reputation ; ready, indeed, 
to undergo every peril in the cause of Robert 
the Bruce, because the Bruce is esteemed by 
him his lawful king; and sworn and devoted^ 
with such small strength as he can muster, to 
revenge himself on those Southrons, who have^ 
for several years, as he thinks, unjustly, possess- 
ed themselves of his Other's abode«" 

**0," replied Sir Aymer de Valence, "we 
have heard much of his^ afduevemients in this r^ 
Mpeetytaid of hi& threats against our governor and 
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ourselves ; yet we think it scarce likely tkat Sir ' 
John de Walton will move from Douglas Dale 
without the King's order, although this James 
Douglas, a mere chicken, take upon hjimself to 
crack his voice by crowing like a cock of the 
game.'' 

" Sir," answered Bertram, " our acqusdntance 
is but brief, and yet I feel it has been so benefi- 
cial to me, that I trust there is no harm in hoping 
that James Douglas and you may never meet 
in bodily presence till the state of the two coun« 
tries shall admit of peace being between you." 

" Thou art obliging, friend," answered Sir 
Aymer, ^^and, I doubt not, sincere; and truly 
thou seemest to have a wholesome sense of the 
respect due to this young knight, when men talk 
of him in his native valley of DougIas« For me» 
I am only poor Aymer of Valence, without an 
acre of land, or much hope of acquiring any, un* 
less I cut something huge with my broadsword 
out of the middle of these hills. Only this, good 
minstrel, if thou livest to tell my story, may I 
pray thee to use thy scrupulous custom of search* 
ing out the verity, and whether I live or die thou 
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Shalt not) I think, discover that thy late acquaint- 
ance of a spring morning hath added more to the 
laurels of James of Douglas, than any man's death 
must give to him by whose stronger arm, or 
more lucky chance, it is his lot to Ml/' 

<^ I nothing fear you, Sir Knight," said the 
minstrel, ^^ for yours is that happy brain, which^ 
bold in youth as beseems a young knight, is in 
more advanced life the happy source of prudent 
counsel, of which I would not, by an early death,, 
wish thy country to be deprived." 

<< Thou art so candid, then, as to wish Old 
England, the benefit of good advice," said Sir 
Aymer, *^ though thou leanest to the side of 
Scotland in iike controversy ?' 

'< Assuredly, Sir Knight," said the minstrel, 
'^ since in wishing that England and Scodand 
each knew their own true interest, I am bound 
to wish them both alike well ; and they should, I 
think, desire to live in friendship together* Oc- 
cupying each their own portion of the same 
island, and living under the same laws, and being 
at peace' with each other, they might, without 
fefw, face the enmity of the whole world." 

VOL. in. N 



9B0 CA8TLB BAKaEftOI3S» 

^< K ikj Mik be m liberal,'' answered die 
kniglity ^ as becomes a good man, llioii mvst 
certainly pray, Sr Sfinstrel, for the suecess of 
Esgland in tbe war^ by yAich alone tbese mvr* 
derous hostilities of the noidiem nation can end 
in a solid peace. The rebellions of this obstinate 
country are but the straggles of the stag when 
he is mortally wounded; the animal grows weaker 
aid weaker with every straggle, till his resist* 
ance is effectually tamed by the hand of deadiL'' 

<< Not so. Sir Knight,'' said the minstrel; ^*if 
my creed is well taught me, we ought not so to 
pray. We may, without <^ence, intimate m 
bur prayers the end we wish to obtain ; but it is 
not for us, poor mortals, to point oat to an all-, 
seeing Providence the precise manner in which 
oar petitions are to be accomplished, or to wish 
the downfidi of a country to end its commotions, 
as the death-«tab terminates the agonies of the 
wounded stag. Whether I appeal to my heart 
or to my understanding, the dictate would be to 
petition Heaven for what is just and equal in the 
case ; and if I should £ear for thee. Sir Knight, in 
im encounter widi James of Douglas, it is only 
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because he upholds, as I eonceire, the better side 
of the debate ; and powers more than earthly 
hare presaged to him success*'' 

^^ Do you tell me so, Sir Minstrel," said T)4 
Valence, in a threatening tone, *^ knowing me 
and my office I" 

^* Your personal dignity and authority," said 
Bertram, *^ cannot change the right into wrongs 
or arert what Providence has decreed to take 
place. You know, I must presume, that the 
Douglas hath, by various devices, already coor 
trived to make himself master of thb Castle of 
Douglas three several, times, and that Sir John 
de Walton, the present governor, holds it with 
a^*garrison trebled in force, and under tiie assun 
rwdce that if, without surprise, he should keep 
it from the Scottish power for a year and day« 
hejshaH obtain the barony of Douglas^ with 
Us extensive appendages, in free property for 
his reward; while, on the other hand, if he shall 
suffer the fortress during this space to be take^ 
either by guile or by open force, as has happen«( 
od suoeessively to the holders dF the Dangerous 
Casdcy he will beeome liablo to dishoaonr as m. 
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knight^ and to attainder as a subject; and the 
chiefs who take share with him, and serve under 
him, will share also in his guilt and his punish-* 
ment ?' 

'* All this I know well,'* said Sir Aymer ; " and 
I only wonder that, having become public, the 
conditions have, nevertheless, been told with so 
much accuracy ; but what has this to do with the 
issue of the combat, if the Douglas and I should 
chance to meet? I will not surely be disposed to 
fight with less animation because I wear my for* 
tune upon my sword, or become coward because 
I fight for a portion of the Douglas's estate, as 
well as for feme and for fatherland ? And after 
all" 

^* Heto me," said the minstrel; ^^ an ancient 
gieeman has said, that in a false quarrel there is 
no true valour, and the las or praise won 'therein, 
is, ^hen balanced against honest fieone, as value- 
less as a wreath formed out of copper, compared 
to a chaplet of pure gold ; but I bid you not take 
me for thy warrant in this important question* 
Thou well knowest how James of Thirlwall, the 
last English commander before Sir John de Wal* 
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tOD, was surprised, and the castle sacked with cir- 
cumstances of great inhumanity." 

« Truly," said Sir Aymer, " I think that 
Scotland and England both havq heard of that 
onslaught, and of the disgusting proceedings of 
the Scottish chieftain, when he caused tran« 
sport into the wild forest gold, silver, ammuni- 
tion, and armour, and all things that could be 
easily removed, and destroyed a large quantity 
of provisions, in a manner equally savage and 
unheard-ofc" 

" Perhaps, Sir Knight," said Bertram, " you 
were yourself an eyewitness of that transaction, 
which has been spoken of far and wide, and is 
(^ed the Douglas Larder." 

<< I saw not the actual accomplishment of the 
deed," said De Valence ; " that is, I witnessed 
it not a-doing, but I beheld enough of the sad 
telics to make the Douglas Larder never by 
me to be forgotten as a record of horror and 
abomination. I would speak it truly, by the 
hand of my father and by my honour as. a knight ! 
and I will leave it to thee to judge whether 
it was a deed calculated to secure the simles of 



< 
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Hearen in favour of tlie actors* This la my 
edition of the story : — 

'< A lai^e quantity of provisions bad during 
two years or thereabouts been collected from dif- 
ferent points^ and the Castle of Douglas, newly 
repaired, and, as was thought, carefully guarded^ 
was appointed as the place where the ssdd provi* 
sions were to be put in store for the service of the 
King of England, or of the Lord CliflFord, whick<i 
ever should first enter the Western Marches witb 
an English army, and stand in need of such a sup-r 
ply* This army was also to relieve our wants, 
I mean those of my uncle the Earl of Pembroke^ 
who for some time before had lain with a con* 
siderable force in the town called Ayr, near thft 
old Caledonian Forest, and where we had hot 
wars with the insurgent Scots. Well, sir, it hap* 
pened, as in similar eases, that Thirl wall, thougk 
a bold and active soldier, was surprised in the Cas* 
tie of Douglas, about Hallowmass, by this same 
worthy, young James Douglas. In no very good 
humour was he, as you may suppose ; fot his 
father, called William the Hardy, or Williani 
Longlegs, having refused, on any termsy to be* 
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teonrr Anglocisedj was made a lawful prisomer, 
and died as sucb^ dosely eonfined in Berwidl^ 
or^ as some say, in Newcastle. The news of hk 
Cither's death had put young Douglas into no 
small rage, and tended, I think, to suggest what 
he did in his resentment. Being embarrassed 
by the quantity of provisions which he found in 
the castle, which, the English being supericnrin 
the country, he had neither the means to remove, 
nor the leisure to stay and consume, the fiend^ 
» I diink, inspired him with a contrivance to 
render them unfit for human use» You shall 
judge yourself whether it was likely to be sug* 
gested by a good or an evil spirit. 

^^ According to this device, the gold, silver, and 
other transportable commodities being carried to 
JBecret places of safety, Douglas caused the meat, 
the malt, and other com or grain to be brought 
down into the castle cellar, where he emptied the 
eoQtents of the sacks into CNoe loathsome heap^ 
striking out the heads of the barrels and pmi- 
•cheons, so as to let the mingled drink run through 
the heap of meal, grain, and so forth. The bol- 
lodca provided for slaughter were in like manner 
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knocked on the head, and their blood suffered to 
drain forth into the mass of edible substances ; 
and lastly, the flesh of these oxen was buried 
in the same mass, in which was also included 
the dead bodies of those in the castle, who, re- 
ceiving no quarter from the Douglas, paid dear 
enough for having kept no better watch. This 
base and unworthy abuse of provisions intended 
for the use of man, together with throwing into 
the well of the castle carcasses of men and horses, 
and other filth for polluting the same, has since 
that time been called the Douglas Larder.'' 

** I pretend not, good Sir Aymer," said the 
minstrel, "to vindicate what you justly reprove, 
nor can I conceive any mode of rendering provi- 
sions arranged after the form of the Douglas 
Larder, proper for the use of any Christian ; yet 
this young gentleman might perhaps act under 
the stin^ of natural resentment, rendering his 
singular exploit more excusable than it may 
seem at first. Think, if your own noble father 
iiad just died in a lingering captivity, his inherit- 
^Unce seized upon, and occupied as a garrison by 
^foreign enemy, would not these things stir you 
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to a mode of resentment, whick m cold blood, 
and judging of it as the action of an enemy, 
your honour might hold in natural and laudable 
ahhorence? — Would you pay respect to dead 
and senseless objects, which no one could blame 
your appropriating to your own use, or even 
scruple the refusal of quarter to prisoners, which 
is so often practised even in wars which are other- 
wise termed fair and humane ?' 

** You press me close, minstrel," said Aymer 
de Valence. ^^ I at least have no great interest 
to excuse the Douglas in this matter, since its 
consequences were, that I myself, and the rest 
of my uncle's host, laboured with Clifford and his 
army to rebuild this same Dangerous Castle ; and 
feeling no stomach for the cheer that the Dou- 
glas had left us, we suffered hard commons, 
though I acknowledge we did not hesitate to 
adopt for our own use such sheep and oxen as 
the miserable Scots hadstill left around theirfarm- 
holies ; and I jest not. Sir Minstrel, when I 
acknowledge in sad earnest, that we martial men 
ought to make our petitions with peculiar peni- 
tence to Heaven for mercy, when we reflect on 

n2 
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ihe v«rioi» miseries whicli the nature cf our pro^ 
femon compels us to inflict upon each other." 

^ It seems to me,'^ answered the minstrel, 
** that those who feel the stings of their own con** 
science should be more lenient when they speak 
of the offences of others ; nor do I greatly rely 
on a sort of prophecy which was deliyered, as 
the men of this hill district say, to the young 
Lord Douglas, by a man who in the course of 
nature should have been long since dead, pro- 
mising him a course of sueceis against the Eng- 
lish for having sacrificed his own Castle of Don** 
glas to prevent their making it a garrison*" 

^* We have time enough for the story," said 
Sir Aymer, *^ and methinks it would suit a kni^it 
and a minstrel better than the grave converse we 
have hitherto held, which would have beseemed 
*^so God save me-— &e mouths of two travelling 
£riars»" 

*< So be it," said the minstrel ; *< the rote or 
the viol easily changes its time and varies]^ils 
note." 



CASCLK DAMGEKOOS. "909 



CHAPTER V. 



A tile of •orrow, for your eyes may weqp ; 
A tale of horror, for your flesh may tingle ; 
A tale of wonder, for the eyebrows afck, 
And the flesh curdles, if you read it right^. 



« YouK honcrar must be informed, gentle Sir 
Jkymer de Valence, that I liave heard this story 
tdd at a g^eat distance from the land in which it 
iiappened, by a sworn minstrel, the ancient friend 
and servant of the house of Douglas, one of the 
Jbest, it is said, who ever belonged to that noble 
family. This minstrel, Hugo Hngonet by name, 
attended his young master when on this fierce 
exploit, as was his wont* 

^ ^ The castle was in total tumult ; in one comer 
,the war-men were busy breaking up and destroy- 
.iog provisions; in another, they were slaying 
men, horses, and cattle, and these actions were 
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accompanied with appropriate sounds. The cafr* 
tie, particularly, had become sensible of their 
impending fate, and with awkward resistance 
and piteous cries, testified that reluctance with 
which these poor creatures look instinctively on 
the shambles. The groans and screams of men^ 
undergoing, or about to undergo, the stroke 
of death, and the screeches of the poor horses 
which were in mortal agony, formed a fearful, 
chorus. Hugonet was desirous to remove himself 
from such. unpleasant sights and sounds ; but his 
-master, the Douglas, had been a man of some 
reading, and his old servant was anxious to 
isecure a book of poetry, to which he had beeil 
attached of old. This contained the Lays of an 
ancient Scottish Bard, who, if an ordinary hu-^ 
man creature while he was in this life, cannot 
now perhaps be exactly termed such. 

^^ He was, in short, that Thomas, distinguished 
by the name of the Rhymer, and whose intimacy^ 
it is said, became so great with the gifted people^ 
called the Faery folk, that he could, like thenl^ 
foretell the future deed before it came to pass^ 




c / 
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and united in his own person the quality of bard 
and of soothsayer. But of late years he had 
vanished almost entirely from this mortal scene i 
and although the time and manner of his death 
Were never publicly known, yet the general be-* 
lief was, that he was not severed from the land 
of the living, but removed to the land of Faery, 
from whence he sometimes made excursions, and 
.concerned himself only about matters which were 
to come hereafter. Hugonet was the more earnest 
to prevent the loss of the works of this ancient 
bard, as many of his poems and predictions 
were said to be preserved in the castle, and were 
supposed to contain much especially connected 
with the old house of Douglas, as well as other 
fiunUies of ancient descent, who had been sub- 
jects of this old man's prophecy ; and accordingly 
he determined to save this volume from destruc* 
tion in the general conflagration to which th6 
building was about to be consigned by the heir 
of its ancient proprietors. With this view he 
hurried up into the little old vaulted room, call- 
ed < the Douglas's study,' in which there might 
be some dozen old books written by the ancient 



eli^)Ia]iU9 in what the minstrels call the letter 
hlack. He immediately discoTered the celebm* 
ted lay, called Sir Tristrem, which has been se 
often altered and abridged as to bear little re- 
semblance to the original* Hogonet, who weU 
knew the value in which this poem was hcdd by 
the ancient lords of the castle, took the parch* 
ment volume from the shelves ci the lU>Tary^ 
and laid it upon a small desk adjacent to the. 
Baron's diair. Having miade such preparation f<tf 
putting it in safety, he fell into a brief reverie, 
in which the decay of light, and the preparationt 
for the Douglas Larder, but especially the last 
'sight of objects which had been &miliar to his 
eyes, now on the eve of destructibn, engaged 
him at that moment. 

'< The bard, therefore, was thinking within 
kimself upon the uncommon mixture of the my»* 
tical scholar and warrior in his 0I4 master, when, 
as he bent his eyes upon the book of the ancient 
Rhymer, he was astonished to observe it slowly 
jremoved from the desk on which it lay by an 
invisible hand. The old man looked with hon- 
jror at the spontaneous modon of the book, for 
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flie flftfety of which he was interested, and had 
the counge to approach a little nearer the table* 
in order to discorer by what means it had been 
withdrawn* 

^ I have said the room was already becoming 
ibffk, so as to render it difficoit to distingnisk 
any person in the dbair, though it now appeared^ 
on closer examination, that a kind of shadowy 
onUine of a human form was seated in it, bat 
neither precise enough to convey its exact figure 
to the mind, nor so detailed as to intimate dis- 
tinctly its mode of action* The Bard of l)bu- 
glas, therefore, gazed upon the object of his feai^ 
as if he had looked upon something not mortal ; 
nevertheless, as he gazed more intently, he 
became more capable of discovering the objeot 
which offered itself to his eyes, and they grew 
by degrees more keen to penetrate what they 
witnessed. A tall thin form, attired in, or ra^ 
ther shaded with, a long flowing dusky robe^ 
having a foce and physiognomy so wild and over- 
grown with hair as to be hardly human, were 
the only marked outlines of the phantom ; and^ 
looking more attentively, Hugonet was still sen- 
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Bible of two other formsi the outlines, it seemed, 
of a hart and a hind, which appeared half to 
shelter themselves behind the person and under 
the robe of this supernatural figure." 

•^ A probable tale," said the knight, " for you, 
Sr Minstrel, a man of sense as you seem to be, 
to recite so gravely ! From what wise authority 
have you had this tale, which, though it might 
pass well enough amid clanging beakers, must 
be held quite apocryphal in the sober hours of 
ihe morning?" 

<^ By my minstrel word. Sir Knight," an- 
swered Bertram, ^^ I am no propagator of the 
&ble, if it be one ; Hugonet, the violer, when 
he had retired into a cloister near the Lake of 
Fembelmere in Wales, communicated the story 
to me as I now tell it. Therefore, as it was 
upon the authority of an eyewitness, I apologize 
not for relating it to you, since I could hardly 
discover a more direct source of knowledge/' 

<^ Be it so. Sir Minstrel," said the knight ; 
*^ tell on thy tale, and may thy legend escape 
criticism from others as. well as from me." 
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^^ Hugonet, Sir Knight," answered Bertram, 
^' was a holy man, and maintained a fair charao-< 
ter during his whole life, notwithstanding his 
trade may be esteemed a light one. The vision 
spoke to him 'in an antique language, like that 
formerly used in the kingdom of Strath-Clyde, 
being a species of Scots or Gaelic, which few 
would have comprehended.'* 

« * You are a learned man,' said the appari- 
tion, < and not unacquainted with the dialects 
used in your country formerly, although they 
are now out of date, and you are obliged to 
translate them into the vulgar Saxon of Deira 
or Northumberland; but highly must an ancient 
British bard prize one in this ^^ remote term of 
time," who sets upon the poetry of his native 
country a value which invites him to think of its 
preservation at a moment of such terror as in- 
fluences the present evening.' 

^^ ^ It is, indeed,' said Hugonet, ^ a night of 
terror, that calls even the dead from the grave, and 
makes them the ghastly and fearful companions 
of the living — Who or what art thou, in God's 
name, who breakest the bounds which divide 
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them, and revisitest thus strangely the state ttrou 
hmt so long bid adieu to ? 

<< < I am/ replied the viskm, < tiiat celebtated 
Thomas the Rhymer, by seoie caUed Thomai 
nf &celdouD, 07 Thomas the Trae Speaker. 
Uke other sage% I am permitted at times to 
lerisit the scenes of my former life, nor am 1 
incapable of removing the shadowy clouds and 
^kness which orerhang faturity; and know, 
thou afflicted man, that what thou now sees! 
in this wofal country, is not a general emUem 
of what idiall therein befall hereafter, but is 
proportion as the Douglasses are now suffering 
the loss and destruction of their home, for th^ 
loyalty to the rightful heir of the Scottish king* 
dom, so hath Hearen appointed for them a just 
reward; and as they hare not spared to burn and 
destroy their own house and that of their fathers 
in the Bruce's cause, so is it the doom of He»* 
Ten, that as often as the walls of Douglas Castle 
shall be burnt to the ground, they shall be again 
rebuilt still more stately and nuKre magnificent 
than before.' 

^ A cry was now beard like thatof a multitnde 
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in the court-yard, joining in a fierce shout of ex* 
nltation; at the same time a broad and ruddj 
glow seemed to burst from the beams and rafters^ 
and sparks flew from them as from the smith's 
stithy, while the element caught to its fuel, and 
the conflagration broke its way through every 
aperture. 

^' ^ See ye that,' said the vision, casting his 
eye towards the windows, and disappearing— 
< Begone ! The fated hour of removing this book 
is not yet come, nor are thine the destined hiinds. 
But it will be safe where I have placed it, and 
the time of its removal shall come/ The voice 
was heard after the form had vanished, and the 
brain of Hugonet almost turned round at the 
wild scene which be beheld ; his utmost exer-» 
tion was scarcely sufficient to withdraw him from 
the terrible spot, and Douglas Castle that night 
sunk into ashes and smoke, to arise, in no great 
length of time, in a form stronger than ever." 
The minstrel stopt, and his hearer, the English 
knight, remained silent for some minutes, ere 
at length he replied. 

*^ It is true, minstrel," answered Sir Aymer, 
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^^ that your tale is so far undeniable, that this 
castle — ^three times burned down by the heir of 
the house and of the barony — ^has hitherto been 
as often reared again by Henry Lord Clif- 
ford, and other generals of the English, who 
endeavoured on every occasion to build it up 
more artificially and more strongly than it had 
formerly existed, since it occupies a position 
too important to the safety of our Scottish bor- 
der to permit our yielding it up. This I my- 
self have partly witnessed. But I cannot think, 
that because the castle has been so destroyed, 
it is therefore decreed so to be repaired in future, 
considering that such cruelties, as surely cannot 
meet the approbation of Heaven, have attended 
the feats of the Douglasses. But I see thou 
art determined to keep thine own faith, nor can 
I blame thee, since the wonderful turns of fate 
which have attended this fortress, are sufficient 
to warrant any one to watch for what seem the 
peculiar indications of the will of Heaven ; but 
thou mayst believe, good minstrel, that the fault 
shall not be mine, if the young Douglas shall 
have opportunity to exercise his cookery upon a 
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second edition of bis £ajmily larder, or to profit 
by tbe predictions of Thomas tbe Rbymer." 

** I do not doubt dae circumspection upon 
your own part and Sir John de Walton's," said 
Bertram : <^ but there is no crime in my saying 
that Heaven can accomplish its own purposes. 
I look upon Douglas Castle as in some degree a 
fated place, and I long to see what changes time 
may have made in itduring the currency of twenty 
years. Above all, I desire to secure, if possible, 
the volume of this Thomas of Erceldoun, having 
in it such a fund of forgotten minstrelsy, and of 
prophecies respecting the future fates of the 
British kingdom, both northern and southern.'' 

The knight made no answer, but rode a little 
space forward, keeping the upper part of the 
ridge of the water, by which the road down the 
vale seemed to be rather sharply conducted. It 
at length attained the summit of an acclivity 
of considerable length. From this point, and 
behind a conspicuous rock, which appeared to 
have been pushed aside, as it were, like the scene 
of a theatre, to admit a view of the under part of 
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the Talley, the travellen beheld the eztensm 
vale, parti of which hare been already shown 
in detail, bnt which, as the river became nar- 
rower, was how entirely laid bare in its hdghdr 
and depth as far as it extended, and displayed in 
its precincts, at a little distance from the course 
of the stream, the towering and lordly castle to. 
which it gave the name. The mist which con<* 
tinned to encomber the valley with its fleecy 
clonds, showed imperfectly the rude fortifiea* 
ttons which served to defend the small town of 
Douglas, which was strong enough to repel a 
desultory attack, but not to withstand what wia 
called in those day% a formal siege. The most 
striking feature was its church, an ancient 
Gothic pile raised on an eminence in the centre 
of the town, and even dien extremely ruinous^ 
To the left, and lying in the distance, might be 
seen other towers and battlements ; and, divided 
from the town by a piece of artificial water^ 
which extended almost around it, arose the Dan-* 
gerons Castle of Douglas. 

Sternly was it fortified, a£ber the fitthion oC 
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die middle ages, with donjon mid battlements ; 
displaying, abore othen, the tall towe^, whidli 
bore the name o( Lord Henry's, or the Clifi 
fiotd's Tower* 

" Yonder is the castle," said Aymer de Va- 
lence, extending his arm, with a snule of triumph 
upon his brow; ^' thou mayst judge thyself 
whether the defences added to it under the 
Clifford are likely to render its next capture » 
more easy deed than the last." 

The minstrel barely shook his head, and quo*' 
ted from the Psalmist — ^^ Nisi Daminus cumUh 
diet** Nor did he prosecute the discourse, though- 
De Valence answered eagerly, ^^ My own edition 
of the text is not very different from thine ;- 
but, methinks, thou art more spiritually minded 
than can always be predicated of a wandering- 
minstrel." 

<< God knows," said Bertram, ^^ that if I, or 
such as I, are forgetful of the finger of Provi^ 
denee in accon^lishing ite purposes in this lower 
world, we have heavier blame than that of other- 
people, sihoe we are perpetually «alled upon, in 
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the exercise of our fanciful profession, to admire 
the turns of fate which bring good out of evil, 
and which render those who think only of their 
own passions and purposes the executors of the 
will of Heaven." 

** I do submit to what you say, Sir Minstrel," 
answered the knight, " and it would be unlaw- 
ful to express any doubt of the truths which you 
speak so solemnly, any more than of your own 
belief in them. Let me add, sir, that I think I 
have power enough in this garrison to bid you 
welcome, and Sir John de Walton, I hope, will 
not refuse free access to hall, castle, or knight's 
bower, to a person of your profession, and by 
whose conversation we shall, perhaps, profit 
somewhat. I cannot, however, lead you to ex- 
pect such indulgence for your son, considering 
the present state of his health ; but if I procure 
him the privilege to remain at the convent of 
Saint Bride, he will be there unmolested and in 
safety, until you have renewed your acquaintance 
with Douglas Dale and its history, and are dis- 
posed to set forward on your journey/' 
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• <^ I embrace your honour's proposal the more 
willingly/' said the minstrel, ^' that I can recom* 
pense the Father Abbot." 

<' A main point with holy men or women," 
replied De Valence, *' who, in time of warfare, 
subsist by affording the visitors of their shrine 
the means of maintenance in their cloisters for 
a passing season." 

The party now approached the sentinels on 
g^ard at the castle, who were closely and thick* 
ly stationed, and who respectfully admitted Sir 
Aymer de Valence, as next in command under 
Sir John de Walton. Fabian — for so was the 
young squire named who attended on De Valence 
— mentioned it as his master's pleasiure that the 
minstrel should also be admitted. 

An old archer, however, looked hard at the 
minstrel as he followed Sir Aymer. ^< It is not 
for us," said he, ^^ or any of our degree^ to oppose 
the pleasure of Sir Aymer de Valence, uncle or 
nephew to the Earl of Pembroke, in such a mat- 
ter ; and for us, Master Fabian, welcome are your 
to make the gleeman your companion both at 
bed and board, as well as your visitant, a week 
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or two at the Castle of Douglas ; but your wot^ 
ship is well aware of the strict order of wvitcfa. 
laid upon us, and if Solomon, Kingp of Isiael^j 
were to come here as a> tcarellmg minstrel, by 
my faith I durst not give 'him entrance, unless' 
I bad positive authority from Sir John de Wal- 
tpn." 

" Do you doubt, sirrah," said Sir Aymer de 
Yalence, who returned on hearing^an altercation 
betwixt Fabiian and the archer — ^^ do you doubt 
that I have good authority to entertain a gioest^ 
or do you presume to contest it ?" 

^^ Heaven forbid I" said the old man, ^^ that I\ 
duould presume to place my own desire in opp<K 
akion to yo^ir worship, who has so lately and so- 
honourably acquired your spurs ; but in this mat-, 
ter I must think what will be the wish of Sir John 
4e Walton, who is your governor, Sir Knight, 
as well as mine; and so far I hold it worth while 
to detain your guest until Sir John, return from; 
a ride to the outposts of the castle.; and this^ I 
conceive, being my duty, will be no matter of 
offence to your worship." 

^^ Mjsthinksy" said the lought^ ^^ it h saiM^ in 
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tkee to suppose diat my cooma&cb cmihhyew^y 
iUmg in them improper, or eontnidictory to those 
of Sir Joka de Walton ; thou mayst trust to me 
at least that thou shalt come to no harm. Keep 
this man in the guard-room; let him not want, 
geod cheer, and when Sir John de Walton re- 
tuns, r^ort him as a person admitted by my 
invitation, and if any thing more be wanted to 
make out your excuse, I shall not be reluctant 
in stating it to the governor." 

The archer made a signal of obedience with 
the pike which he held in his hand, and resumed 
the grave and solemn manner of a sentinel upon 
US' pest. He first, however, ushered in the min- 
strel, and furnished him with food and liquor, 
speaking at the same time to Fabian, who re- 
mained behind* The smart young stripling had. 
become very proud of late, in eonsequence of 
obtaining the name of Sir Aymer's squire, and 
advancing a step in chivalry, as Sir Aymer himr 
self had, somewhat earlier than the usual period,, 
been advanced firom squire to knight. 

'^ I tell thee, Fabian,'' said the old arehert^r 
(w^ose gtarity, sagadty^ and dull in bis vooft-. 
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tioii, while they gained him the confidence of alf 
in the castle, subjected him, as he himself said, 
occasionally to. the ridicule of the young cox- 
combs ; and at the same time, we may add, ren-<» 
dered him somewhat pragmatic and punctilious 
towards those who stood higher than himself in 
birth and rank ;) " I tell thee, Fabian, thou wilt 
do thy master. Sir Aymer, good service, if thou 
wilt give him a hint to suffer an old archer, man- 
at-arms, or such like, to give him a fair and civil 
answer respecting that which he commands ; for 
undoubtedly it is not in the first score of a man's 
years that he learns the various proper forms of 
military service ; and Sir John de Walton, a most 
excellent commander no doubt, is one earnestly 
bent on pursuing the strict line of his duty, and 
will be rigorously severe, as well, believe me, 
with thy master as with a lesser person. Nay, 
he also possesses that zeal for his duty which in- 
duces him to throw blame, if there be the slight- 
est ground for it, upon Aymer de Valence him- 
self, although his uncle, the Earl of Pembroke, 
was Sir John de Walton's steady patron, and laid 
the beginning of his good fortune; for all which» 
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by training up his nephew in the true discipline 
of the French wars. Sir John has taken the best 
way of shewing himself grateful to the old Earl/' 
" Be it as you will, old Gilbert Greenleaf/' 
answered Fabian, *^ thou knowest I never quar- 
rel with thy sermonizing, and therefore give me 
credit for submitting to many a lecture from Sir 
-John de Walton and thyself; but thou drivest this 
« little too far, if thou canst not let a day pass with- 
-out giving me a flogging. Credit me, Sir John 
de Walton will not thank thee, if thou term him 
one too old to remember that he himself had 
-once some green sap in his veins. Ay, thus it 
is, the old man will not forget that he has once 
been young, nor the young that he must some 
day be old ; aqd so the one changes his man- 
ners into the lingering formality of advanced 
age, and the other remains like a midsummer 
torrent swoln with rain, every drop of water in 
it noise, froth, and overflow. There is a maxim 
for thee, Gilbert !— Heardest thou ever better ? 
hang it up amidst thy axioms of wisdom, and 
see if it will not pass among them like fifteen to 
. the dozen. It will serve to bring thee pff, maiit 
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'whsexk tbe m^e-pot (tktne f»ly fault, good Ott- 
hert) hsiik iffomght &ee on occasion into Sonne* 
thi»g of awrape." 

*^ Best "keep it for thyself good Sir Squire,'' 
said the oM man ; ^^ jnetbinks it is more lilEe to 
stand tdiyself one day in good stead* liVlio ever 
lieaid of a knight, or of the wood of whix^ a 
Icnight is made, and that is a squire, heing pun- 
ished eoiporally like a poor old ardier or hocse* 
boy ? Your worst fault will be mended by some 
«f these wdtty saymgs, and your best service wfll 
scaroe be rewarded more thankfully tjian by 
ginng diee the name of Fadbian the Fabler, or 
some sttch witty title." 

Having unloosed his repartee to thb extent, 
i>ld Greeideaf resumed a certain acidity of comH 
lenanee, which may be said to characterise those 
whose preferment hath become frozen under the 
Smfluenee of the slowness of its progress, and who 
display a general splaen against such as have ob- 
tained the advancement for which all are stnip- 
^ng, earlier, and, as they suppose, with Jam 
tnerrt than their own* From time. to time the 
^S"Of the old sentinel stole from the t(^ of Us 



pflce, and mth wd air of triumph lOBted upon ^ 
young man FaUan, as if to gee how deeply llie 
wound had galled him, while at tiie same time he 
lieM himself on the alert to perform whaterer 
mechanical duty his post might require. Belh 
JPabian and his master were at the happy period 
b£ life when such discontent as that of the grave 
archer affected them lightly, and, at the rety 
^worst, was considered as the jest of an old nuHft 
•and a good soldier ; the more especially, as he 
•was alwajTS willing to do the duty of lus conip»» 
j&ions, and was much trusted by Sir John de 
Walton, who, though very much younger, had; 
•been bred i^ like Greenleaf in the wars of £dk 
ward the First, and was tenacious in upholc&ig 
^strict discipline, which, since the death of thi^ 
great monarch, had been conuderably neglected 
•by the young and warm-blooded valour of £i^ 
land. 

Meantime it occurred to Sir Aymer de Ybt 
slence, that though in displaying the usual de- 
gree of hospitality shown to such a man as Be»- 
tmm, he had merely done what was becoming 
ioB own rank, as one possessed of the highest 
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honours of chivalry — ^the self-styled minstrel 
might not in reality be a man of that worth 
which he assumed. There was certainly some- 
thing in his conversation, at least more grave, if 
not more austere, than was common to those of 
hb calling ; and when he recollected many points 
of Sir John de Walton's minuteness, a doubt 
arose in his mind, that the governor might not 
approve of his having introduced into the castle 
a person of Bertram's character, who \i'as capa« 
•ble of making observations from which the gar- 
rison might afterwards feel much danger and 
inconvenience. Secretly, therefore^ he regret- 
ted that he had not fairly intimated to the wan- 
dering minstrel, that his reception, or. that of 
any stranger, within the Dangerous Castle, was 
hot at present permitted by the circumstances 
..of the times. . In this case, the express line of 
his duty would have been his vindication, and 
instead, perhaps, of discountenance and blam^ 
Jie would have had praise and honour from his 
superior. 

Witli these thoughts passing through his mind/ 
.some tacit apprehension arose of a rebuke on the 
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part af his commanding-officer ; for this officer, 
notwithstanding his strictness, Sir Aymer loved 
as well as feared. He went, therefore, towards 
the guard-room of the castle, under the pretence 
of seeing that the rights of hospitality had been 
duly observed towards his late travelling com- 
panion. The minstrel arose respectfully, and 
from the manner in which he paid his compli- 
ments, seemed, if he had not expected this call 
of enquiry, at least to be in no degree surprised 
at it. Sir Aymer, on the other hand, assumed an 
air something more distant than he had yet used 
towards Bertram, and in reverting to his former 
invitation, he now so far qualified it as to say, 
that the minstrel knew that he was only second 
in command, and that eiSectual permission to 
enter the castle ought to be sanctioned by Sir 
John de Walton. 

There is a civil way of seeming to believe any 
apology which people are disposed to receive in 
payment, without alleging suspicion of its cur- 
rency. The minstrel, therefore, tendered his 
^anks for the civility which had so far been 
shown to him. ^^ It was a mere wish of pass- 

o2 



ing CHrioBity,'* ke said, ** ^rfnck, if not gnmle^ 
^could be attended with no consequences eiiSaet 
inconvenient or disagreeable to him. Thomas 
trf* Ercildoun was, according to the Welsh tiiads» 
One cf ihe ffiree bards qf BtHain, who rxcvct 
stained a speat witii blood, or was guilty eilber 
of taking or retaking castles and fortresses, anfl 
likiaA far not a person likely, after death, to be 
suspected of such warlike feats. But I can 
cttsily ooBcerre why Sir John de Walton should 
have allowed the usual rights of hospitality to 
Jail into disuse, and why a man of public charac^ 
tor like myself ought not to desire food or lod^ 
.ging wherQ*it is accounted so dangerous; and it 
^oast surprise no one why the governor did n<^t 
even invest his worthy young lieutenant with 
the power of dispensing with so strict and unu^ 
sual a rule." 

^ These words, very coolly spoken, had some- 
thing of the effect of affronting the young knight, 
•«s insinaating, that he was not held sufficiently 
.trustw^MTthy by Sir John de Walton, with whom 
iie had lived on terms of affection and familia»» 
i^, though the governor had attained his thirtieth 



your aBd upwards, and his lieutenant did net yi»t 
write himgelf one-and-twenty, the fnli age dT 
duvaliy hayii^ been in liis case parttoiilarly dis-* 
pensed with, owing to a feat of early manhood* 
Ere he had fully composed the angry thoughts 
wUch were chafing in his mind, the sound of a 
hunting-bugle was heard at the gate, «nd from 
the sort of general stb which it spread througb 
the garrison, it was plain that the goyenior had 
returned from his ride. Every sentinel, seem- 
ingly animated by his presence, shouldered his 
pike more uprightly, gave the word of the post 
more sharply, and seemed more fiilly awake and 
conscious of his duty. Sir John de Wdton 
. having alighted from his horse, asked Greeuleaf 
what had passed during his absence; the old 
archer thought it his duty to say, that a minstrd, 
who seemed like a Scotchman, or wandering bor- 
derer, had been admitted into the castle, while 
his son, a lad sick^of the pestilence so mueli 
talked of, had been left for a time at the Abbey 
of Saint Bride. This he said on Fabian's infor- 
mation. The archer added, that the. father was 
a man of tale and song, who could keep the 
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whole garrison amused, without giving them 
leave to attend to their own business. 
.. " We want no such devices to pass the time," 
answered the governor ; " and we would have 
been better satisfied if our lieutenant had been 
pleased to find us other guests, and fitter for a 
direct and frank communication, than one who, 
by his profession, is a detractor of God and a. 
.deceiver of man." 

- " Yet," said the old soldier, who could hardly 

.listen even to his commander without indulging 

the humour of contradiction, ^' I have heard your 

• honour intimate that the trade of a minstrel, when 

it iisi justly acted up to, is as worthy as eVen the 

degree of knighthood itself." 

^^ Such it may have been in former days," 
answered the knight; ^^ but in modern min- 
strelsy, the duty of rendering the art an incen- 
tive to virtue is forgotten, and it is well if the 
poetry which fired our fathers to noble deeds, 
does not now push on their children to such as 
are base and unworthy. But I will speak upon 
this to my friend Aymer, than whom I do npt 
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know a more excellent, or a more lugh-spirited 
young man." 

While discoursing with the archer in this 
manner. Sir John de Walton, of a tall and hand- 
some £gure, advanced and stood within the ample 
arch of the guard-room chimney, and was listened 
to in reverential silence by trusty Gilbert, who 
Med up with nods and signs, as an attentive 
auditor, the pauses in the conversation. The 
conduct of another hearer of what passed was 
not equally respectful, but, from his position, he 
escaped observation. 

This' third person was no other than the squire 
Fabian, who was concealed from observation by 
his position behind the hob, or projecting portion 
of the old-fashioned fireplace, and hid himself 
yet more carefully*when he heard the conversa- 
tion between the governor and the archer turn 
to the prejudice, as he thought, of his master. 
The squire's employment at this time, was the 
servile task of cleaning Sir Aymer's arms, which 
was conveniently performed by heating, upon the 
projection already specified, the pieces of steel 
armour for the usual thin coating of varnish. He 
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could Bol^ therefore, if he aboiild be dsooiteral^ 
be considered as guilty of any thing ioMd^nt 
or disrespectfiil. He was better screened from 
Tiew, as ft thick smoke arose from a quantity of 
oak panelling canred in many cases with Am 

„JA !««--. rf Ji>«,^ f^ 

which being the fiiel nearestat hand, JLagr smoid^ 
denag in the chimney, and gathering to « Uue. 

The governor, nnoonsoBovs of diis addition i» 
his audience, pursued Jns con^iessation with Gik> 
bert Greenleaf : ^^ I need not teU you,'' he sasd, 
^^ that I am interested in the speedy terminatiom 
of this siege or blockade, with which Doi^las 
continues to threaten us ; my own honour and 
affections are engaged in keeping this Dangerons 
Castle safe in England's behalf but I am troubled 
at the admission of this stranger; and young De 
Valence would have acted more strictly in tlie 
line of his duty, if he had refused to this waoi- 
derer any communication with this garrison with- 
out my permission." 

<< Hty it is," replied old Ghreenleaf, shakiag 
his head, ^^ that this good-natured and gallant 
young knight is somewhat drawn aside by the 
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Ttth adviees «f Ids squire, tbe boy Falnaii, wlm 
Ins biuTery, but as little steadiiiess- in Urn as a 
bottle of fermented small beer/' 

^ Now hang thee," thought Fabian to himself, 
^ for an old TeUe of the wan, stuffed full Bf 
conceit and warlike terms, like the soldier wIm, 
to keep himscilf from the cold, has lapped himself 
so dose in a tattered ensign £sr a shelter, that 
hfls rery outside may show mrihing but rags and 
bfaoonry." 

^ I would not think twice of the matter, wm 
ihe party less dear to me," said Sir John de Wal* 
ton. ^^ But I would &in be of use to this young 
man, e^en although I should purchase his im- 
pmwmient m militiury knowledge at the «pen« 
of giving him a little pain. Esperienoe should, 
as it were, be burnt in upon the mind of a youn^ 
man, and not merely impressed by marking the 
lines of his chart out for him with chalk ; I wiU 
remember the hint you, Cireenleaf, have giren^ 
and take an opportunity of severing these two 
young men ; and though I most dearly love the 
one, and am far from wishing ill to the other, yet 
sat present, as you well hinl^ the blind is 
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the blind, and the young knight has for his 
assistant and counsellor too young a squire, and 
that must be amended." 

** Marry ! out upon thee, old palmer worm !'* 
.said the page within himself; ^^ have I found 
thee in the very fact of maligning myself and my 
jnaster, as it is thy nature to do towards all the 
Jiopeful young buds of chivalry ? If it were not to 
dirty the arms of an elive of chivalry, by measu- 
ring them with one of thy rank, I might honour 
thee with a knightly invitation to the field, while 
'-the scandal which thou hast spoken is still foul 
upon thy tongue; as it is, thoushalt not carry 
one kind of language publicly in the castle, and 
another before the governor, upon the footing 
of having served with him under the banner of 
Longshanks. I will carry to my master this tale 
of thine evil intentions; and when we have con- 
certed together, it shall appear whether the 
. youthful spirits of the garrison or the grey beards 
are most likely to be the hope and protection of 
this same Castle of Douglas." 

It is enough to say that Fabian pursued his 
purpose, in carrying to his master, and in no 
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very good* humour, the report of what had passed 
between Sir John de Walton and the old soldier. 
He succeeded in representing the whole as a 
formal offence intended to Sir Aymer de Valence ; 
while all that the governor did to remove the 
suspicions entertained by the young knight, could 
not in any respect bring him to take a kindly 
view of the feelings of his commander towards 
him. He retained the impression which he had 
formed from Fabian's recital of what he had 
lieard, and did not think he was doing Sir John de 
Walton any injustice, in supposing him desirous 
to engross the greatest share of the fame acqui* 
red in the defence of the castle, and thrusting 
back his companions, who might reasonably pre- 
tend to a fair portion of it 

The mother of mischief, says a Scottish pro- 
verb, is no bigger than a midge's wing.* In this 
matter of quarrel, neither the young man nor the 
older knight had afforded each other any just 
cause of offence. De Walton was a strict observer 
of military discipline, in which he had been 

* t. e, Gnat*> win^. 
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educated from his ottreme youth, and by Ti^hid 
iie was almost as completely ruled as by Ub 
natural disposition ; and his present sitaatbn 
•adided force to his original education* 

Common report had even exaggerated the mili- 
tary skill, the love of adi^nture, and the grot 
variety of enterprise, ascribed to James, due yom^ 
Lord Douglas. He had, in the eyes 4)f this 
Southern garrison, the fiiculties iof a£end, rather 
than those of a mere mortal ; for if the English 
soldiers cursed the tedium of the perpetual 
ii^atdi and ward upon the Dangerous Castle, 
which admitted of no relaxation from the seve- 
rity of extreme duty, they agreed that a tall 
form was sure to appear to them with a battle- 
axe in his hand, and entering into conversatum 
in the most insinuating manner, never &iled, 
with an ingenuity and eloquence equal to thst 
of a fellen spirit, to recommend to the discos- 
tented sentinel some mode in which, by giving 
his assistance to betray the English, he mig^t 
set himeelf at liberty. The variety of these 
de vices , and the frequency of their recurrence, 
kept Sir John de Walton's anxiety so perpetually 
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upon the stretch, that he at no time thought 
himself exactly oat of the Black Douglas's 
reach, any ixiore tiian the good Christian sup- 
poses himself out of reach of the wiles of iHm 
Devil ; while every new temptation, instead of 
confirming his hope, seems to announce that 
the immediate retreat of the . Evil One will be 
followed fay some new attack yet more cunningly 
devised. Under this general state of anxiety 
and apprehension, the temper of the governor 
changed somewhat for the worse, and they who 
loved him best, regretted most that he beoame 
addicted to complain of tlie want of diligence 
on the part of those, who, neither invested with 
responsibility like his, nor animated by the hope 
of such splendid rewards, did not entertain the 
same degree of watchful and incessant suspicion 
as himself. The soldiers muttered that the vi^- 
haace of their governor was marked with severity; 
the officers and men of rank, of whom there 
were several, as the castle was a renowned 
sdiool of urms, and there was a certain merit 
attained even by senring within ito walk, <»». 
pkdned, at ^^the sam^ time, Ahat Sir John de 
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Walton no longer made parties for hunting, for 
hawking, or for any purpose which might soften 
the rigours of warfare, and suffered nothing to 
go forward but the precise discipline of the castle. 
On the other hand, it may be usually gpranted, 
that the castle is well kept where the governor 
is a disciplinarian ; and where feuds and personal 
quarrels are found in the garrison, the young 
men are usually more in fault than those whose 
greater experience has convinced them of the 
necessity of using the strictest precautions. 

A generous mind — ^and such was Sir John de 
Walton's— is often in this way changed and 
corrupted by the habit of over-vigilance, and 
pushed beyond its natural limits of candour. 
Neither was Sir Aymer de Valence free from a 
similar change; suspicion, though from a different 
cause, seemed also to threaten to bias his open 
and noble disposition, in those qualities which 
had hitherto been proper to him. It was in vain 
that Sir John de Walton studiously sought 
opportunities to give his younger friend indul- 
gences, which at times were as far extended as 
the duty of the garrison permitted* The blow 
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was struck ; the alarm had been given to a proud 
and fiery temper on both sides ; and while De 
Valence entertained an opinion that he was un- 
justly suspected by a friend, who was in several 
respects bound to him, De Walton, on the other 
hand, was led to conceive that a young man, of 
whom he took a charge as affectionate as if he 
had been a son of his own, and who owed to his 
lessons what he knew of warfare, and what suc- 
cess he had obtained in life, had taken offence 
at trifles, and considered himself ill treated on 
very inadequate grounds. The seeds of disagree- 
ment, thus sown between them, failed not, like 
the tares sown by the Enemy among the wheat, 
to pass from one class of the garrison to another ; 
the soldiers, though without any better reason 
than merely to pass the time, took different sides 
between their governor and his young lieute- 
nant ; and so the ball of contention being once 
thrown up between them, never lacked some 
arm or other to keep it in motion* 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Alas ! they liad been friends in youtli ; 
Bli* whisperiz^ toDguet* can poison trallk j 
And constancy lives in realms above ; 

And life is thorny, and youth is vain ; 
And to be wroth with one we love^ 

Doth work like madness in the brain. 

» * « • » 

Each spoke words of high disdain, 
And insult to his heart's dear brother. 
But never either found mo^iher 
To free the hollow heart from paining-^ 
They stood aloof,, the scars remaining. 

Like eli& which had heok vaaA asunder ; 
A dreary sea now flows between. 

But neither heat, nor frost, nor thunder. 
Shall wholly do away, I ween. 
The marks of that which once hath been. 

€%rutabeBe of Cbcn 



In prosecution of the intention whicb, when 
Us blood was cool, seemed to him wisest,^ Sir 
John de Walton resolved that he would go to the 
verge of indulgence with his lieutenant and his 
young omcers, furnish them with every spedes 



CA8TLB DAKGSltCMML 9SI. 

of amnsement wbidL the plaee rendered ptnsftJe^ 
and make them adiamed of their discontent, by 
overloading them with courtesy. The first time, 
therefore, that he saw Aymer de Valence after 
his return to the castle, he addressed him m. 
hogh spirits, whether real or assumed. 

^^ What thinkest thou, my young friend," said 
Se Walton, ^^ if i/^e try some of the woodlamd 
^orts proper, they say, to this country ? There 
are still in our neighrbouriiood some herds <^ the 
Caledonian breed of wild cattle^ which are no* 
where to be found except among the moorlands 
— *the black and rugged frontier of what was 
anciently called the Kingdom of Strath-Clyde. 
There are some hunters, too, who have been 
accustomed to the sport, and who vouch that 
these animals are by far the most bold and fierce 
subject of chase in the island of Britain*" 

** You will do as you please," replied Sir 
Aymer, coldly ; ^^ but it is not I, Sir John, who 
would recommend, for the sake of a hunting- 
match, that you should involve the whole garii«> 
son. in dai^er; you know.best the responsibili- 
ties*, ineurred by yauT office here> aad nddout^. 
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must have heedfuUy attended to them before* 
making a proposal of sucli a nature/' 

" I do indeed loiow my own duty," replied 
De Walton, offended in turn, <^ and might be 
allowed to think of yours also, without assuming 
more than my owq share of responsibility ; but 
it seems to me as if the commander of this Dan- 
gerous Castle, among other inabilities, were, as 
old people in this country say, subjected to a 
spell — and one which renders it impossible for 
him to guide his conduct so as to afford pleasure 
to those whom he is most desirous to oblige. 
Not a g^eat many weeks since, whose eyes would 
have sparkled like those of Sir Aymer de Va- 
lence at the proposal of a general hunting-match 
afte^ a new object of game ; and now what is his 
bearing when such sport is proposed, merely, I 
think, to disappoint my purpose of obliging him ? 
— a cold acquiescence drops half frozen from 
his lips, and he proposes to go to rouse the wild 
cattle with an air of gravity, as if he were under- 
taking a pilgrimage to the tomb of a martyr." 
• " Not so, §ir John," answered the young 
knight. ^* In our present situation we stand oon-^ 
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joined in more charges than one, and although 
the greater and controlling trust is no doubt laid 
upon you as die elder and abler knight, yet stQl 
I feel that I myself have my own share of a 
serious responsibility. I trust, therefore, you 
will indulgently hear my opinion, and bear with 
it, even though it should appear to have relation 
to that part of our common charge which is mofe 
especially intrusted to your keeping. The dig- 
nity of knighthood which I have the honour to 
share with you, the accolade laid on my shoulder 
by the royal Plantagenet, entitles me, methinks, 
to so much grace/' 

« I cry yon mercy,** said the elder cavalier ;. 
^< I forgot how important a person I had before 
me, dubbed by King Edward himself, who was. 
moved no doubt by special reasons to confer such 
an early honour ; and I certainly feel diat I over- 
step my duty when I pr<^K>se any thing that 
savours like idle sport to a person of such grave 
pretensions.*' 

^ I& John de Walton,*' retorted De Valence, 
*< we jbave had something too much of this — ^lef it 
stop heve. All that I mean to say is, that in^this 

VOL. IIL p 
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wardship of Douglas Castle, it will not be by my 
consent, if any amusement, whicli distinctly ia- 
fers a relaxation of discipline, be unnecessarily 
engaged in, and especially sucb as compels us to 
summon to our assistance a number of the Scots, 
whose evil disposition towards us we well know ; 
nor will I, though my years have rendered me 
liable to such suspicion, suffer any thing of this 
kind to be imputed to me ; and if unfortunately 
— ^though I am sure. I know not why — we are in 
future to lay aside those bonds of familiar friend- 
>6hip which formerly linked us to each other, yet 
I see no reason why we should not bear ourselves 
in our necessary communications like knights 
and gentlemen, and put the best construction on 
each other's motives, since there can be no reason 
for imputing the worst to any thing that comes 
from either of us." 

" You may be right, Sir Aymer de Valence," 
said the governor, bending stiffly; « and since 
you say we are no longer bound to each other ^ 
friends, you may be certain, nevertheless* that I 
will never permit a hostile feeling, of which you 
are the object, to occupy my bosom* You have 
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been long, and I hope not uselessly, my pupil 
in the duties of chivalry. You are the near re- 
lation of tiie Earl of Pembroke, my kind and 
constant patron, and if these circumstances are 
well weighed, they form a connexion which it 
would be difficult, at least for me,* to break 
through. If you feel yourself, as you seem to 
intimate, less strictly tied by former obligations, 
you must take your own choice in fixing our 
relations towards each'other,^* 

" I can only say," replied De Valence, " that 
my conduct will naturally be regulated by your 
own ; and you. Sir John, cannot hope more de- 
voutly than I do, that our military duties may 
be fairly discharged, without interfering with 
our friendly intercourse." 

The knights here parted, after a conference 
which once or twice had very nearly terminated 
in a full and cordial explanation ; but still there 
was wanting one kind heartfelt word from either, 
to break, as it were, the ice "which was fast free- 
ziiig upon their intercourse, and neither chose 
to be the first in making the necessary advances 
with sufficient cordiality, though each would 
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Lave gladly done so, had the other appeared de« 
sirous of meeting it with the same ardour ; but 
iheir pride was too high, and prevented either 
from saying what might at once have put fhem 
upon an open and manly footing. They parted, 
therefore, without again returning to the subject 
of the pr(^posed diversion ; until it was afterwards 
resumed in a formal note, praying Sir Aymer de 
Valence to aecompany the commandant ai Tkmr 
glas Castle upon a solemn huntiDg-mateh, whidi 
had for its object the wild cattle of the neigh- 
boimng dale. 

The time <^ meeting was appointed at sdx in 
the morning, beyond the gate of the outer barri* 
cade ; and the chaoe was declared to be ended in 
the afternoon, when the ree^of should be blown 
bmieatli the great oak, known by the name of 
Sholto's Club, which stood a iiemarkaA)le object^ 
where Douglas Dale was bounded by several 
scattered trees, the outskirts ci the forest and hiU 
country. Tie usual warning was sent out to thi 
common people, or vassals of the districts which 
tiiey, notwithstanding thdr feelii^ of antapatliyy 
received in general with delight, upim tiM giMt 
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Epicurean principle of carpe diemj thak is to sayy 
in whatever circumstances it happens to present 
itself, be sure you lose no recreation which life 
affords. A hunting-match has still its attractions, 
even though an English knight take his pleasure 
in the woods of the Douglas. 

It was no doubt afflicting to these faithful vas- 
sals, to acknowledge another lord than the re- 
doubted Douglas, and to wait by wood and river 
at the command of English officers, and in the 
company of their archers, whom they account- 
ed their natural enemies. Still it was the only 
species of amusement which had been permitted 
them for a long time, and they were not dispo- 
sed to omit the rare opportunity of joining in it. 
The chase of the wolf, the wild boar, or even the 
timid stag, required silvan arms ; the wild cattle 
still more demanded this equipment of war-bows- 
and shafts, boar-spears and sharp swords, and 
other tools of the chase similar to those used in 
actual war. Considering this, the Scottish inha- 
bitants were seldom allowed to join in the chase, 
except under regulation as to number and arms, 
and especially in preserving a balance of force 
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on the side of the English soldiers, which was 
very offensive to them* The greater part of the 
garrison was upon such occasions kept on foot, 
and several detachments, formed according to the 
govemor^s direction, were stationed in different 
positions, in case any quarrel should suddenly 
break out* 
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